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he now? 



Whatever happened 
to David Pleasance? 
TUrn to page 49 to 
find out! 
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PowerBase 3.4 




Plus much 

more - see 

back cover 



ShopperRevlews 



• M1438S monitor: Amiga 
Technologies have released a 
new monitor. We check it out. 

• PageStream 3.0h2: The 
new version of a heavyweight 
publishing program. 

• Organiser 2: The latest 
version of Digita's personal information manager. 

• Edit Plug: KRP's new product is designed to make 
video editing simple. 

• Personal Suite: Cioanto's new CD-ROM with four full 
programs from their popular range. 

• The most recent CD-ROMs reviewed and rated. 
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Get rich! 

Be a business success 

using just your Amiga. 

We show you how! 



ShopperTutorials 



3D 

Mojo exclusively reveals some of the secrets behind 
the creation of Babylon 5. 

Comms 

E-mail is one of the most widely-used applications on 
the Internet. We tell you how to make the most of it. 

DTP 

You've decided on your software and prepared your 
elements, now we learn how to paste up the pages. 

AMOS 

We explain how to use 3D buttons in your programs 
and talk about screen zones. 




VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE 

http://www.flevel.co.uk for latest prices & bargains 

NEW THIS MONTH 

Books - Connect your Amiga 

A Guide to the intern et, Lans & BBS & online Services 
by Dale L.Lar'sen - This is by an ex C= member of the Amiga 
Networking Group. Well written comprehensive, this is a must 
254 pages £11.95. s 



The Multi-Data Machine gives you a 4X CdRom plus a 
650M removable in one halt height drive. The Fourth Level 
software includes the advanced tools for removable media 
which have until now, only been available on the 
Mo-Miga (FLD's top of the range 1 .3Gb M.O. system). 
Ami-FileSafe - the new filing system which has taken 
the Amiga market place by storm - is also included 
along with with Full CDRum support. 
Prices: Interna} SCSI2 £5_!0.()0+ VAT = £599.25 
Options: External add £ 45. 00+ VAT = £ 52.87 
Oktagon Card add £ 95. 00+ VAT =£1! 1.62 



Warning if you use a hard drive using FFS then if 

your machine crashes or you reset v%hilst writing to 

disk then your drive will most likely be invalid. 

Get protected now with AFS. 

All our HARD DRIVES are shipped with AFS 

New LOW Prices 

Phone for details - SCSI, IDE all types available. 

Envoy £45.00 incl VAT 

Amiga Envoy is the standard Amiga peer- to- peer 

networking software developed by Commodore's 

Amiga Networking Group. 

"Cool" - 

Dave Haynie, Ex C= Senior Hardware Engineer 

We are Sole European Distributors 

Commodore Death Bed Video £ 14.00 Inc VatI 
By the master -- Dave Haynie 

Brilliant personal video shot by Dave Haynie. Over 
two hours of recollections, stories & action by 
the C= people. This is a video you must not miss. 
The Christmas present for every Amiga fan 



Play safe. Dealers can supply AFS as standard. 
AFS protects your hard drive from invalidation. Choose a 
dealer who can supply your new Al 200 & A4000 with AFS as 
standard. Get safety and vastly improved performance. 
REMEMBER THE MOTTO - 
NO AFS!! - NO DEAL!! 




And NOW ZIP rives shipped with AFS 
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DISKSALV 3.5 AFS with free upgrades 
to V4AFS includes FFS bug fixes & 
file recovery for AFS £40.00 inc VAT 
This enhanced version is a result of the 
combined work of FLD & Dave Haynie 
Shipping NOW! I 

AFS User £29.75 Pro £79.75 

See the performance Now with Undelete!! 

P&PEEC £ 3.50 Other £ 6.50 
Dice V3 £98.75 

P&PBEC £ 5.50 Other £10.00 j 




AFS 

A3000 030 ()ktat:on SCSI 2 



' Test FFS 

lirScan 409 
>eateFile 7^7 
l-cadFile '. 
,eek and wriffi 



AFS Units 
1780 Files/S< 
3 k/sec 
3 k/sec : 
art & end) 



Commercial C Compiler 

for Amiga which has been 

continuously supported 

& developed to become 

the most reliable and user 

friendly package. 

Sole 

Distributors 

Europe 

Africa, Asia 

(Except France 

& Germany) 

Fully Internet 

Supported from our .server! 
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A Fourth Level i 
Development i 



Distributors 
: FIjDistribution 
ermany; Stefan O.ssowskis Scliatztruhe 
weden; Orcbro Vide ore k lam 
taly: Db-Line 
outh fricaiMLSystems 
SA: AIM 
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Distributor & Dealer Enquiries +44 (0) 117 955 8225 

UK Orders to FLDistribution 31 Ashley Hill Montpelier Bristol BS6 5JA 






VISA 



Who's Who 



Editorial 




ShopperWelcome 



^^^^H The essenUol magazine for Amigia enthusiasts 



: Sue Grant E-inaH sgrant@futurenetco.uk 

Consultant Editon Nek Veitch 
Art Editor: N c'< A^pell 

Coverdlsk Edttor/ltehnlcal Writer: David Taylor 
Contibutors: 

Ste^^e Bye, Larry Hickenott, Gary Whiteley, Darren Irvine, 
John Kennedy, Paul Overaa, Barry McCarthy, Scott Claymofe, 
Graeme Sandiford, Maff Evans, Mojo and Frank Bartucca, 
Photography: Pete Canning 
Cover image; Nicky Snell 

Advertisement IVtanager; Tony Htckman 

Ssffilor Sales Executive: Diane Clarke 

Production Manager: Richard Gingel I 

Ptwluction Co^ordinators: Chartptte Brock, Colette Varga 

Production Technicians: Jon Moore, Mart< Qovef. 

Sirnon Windsor, Chns Stocker, Brian Hook, Jason Titley 

ana Oliver Gibbs 

Group Production Manager: Judith 3reen 

PrJnt Services Managen Matthew Parker 

Print Services Co-ordinator: Janet Anderson 

Paper ControNer: Fiona Deana 

Production Administrator: Cathy Rowland 

Circuiatioii Manager: Juv BickEey 

DIstrEbutioni Sue HarJey 

Pubtiisher; Simon StansfteJd E-mail sstansfield@futurenEtco.uk 

Joint Managing Director: Greg Ingham 

Chairman: Nick Ale>:ander 



I by: Southernprint Ltd, Poole, Dorset 
ISSN 0961-7302 Printad in the UK 
Haws Itade Distribution - UK and worldwide: 

Future Rjblishing ® 01 225 442244 

V^r Quannt** of mlua 

This maggiine conftes ffom Fulure i^bJisliing, a 
company founded just 10 yesrg ago, but now 
SElling mofe computer magazmss Wian an/ alher 
p'jbiishar in Britain. 
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k Our ifttes are packed wiiih tips, suggssirens and expiariatory 
featjres, '/-'Itte."! by i:he best in l)w business. 

Slrong«r rftvlewt. We have a cast-iron pti\\<^ of aditociei irideperiijence, and 
our re^'iews '^ive dear buying recammendationis. 
Cltarftr d«4lgn. Vwj need solid informatinn and you need it fast So ou^ 
designers btghlight key elements in |he artK^les by IhSrfigi CharlS, diagrams, 
swmmary boxes, annolated photographs end m on, 
Gmtw w law ane ft. At Future; editors operate urnter two golden rules: 
1. UndersHarTKJ your readers' neftds. 2. Satisfy them. 
Mora n«lar litlmeUDn. We draw strongly ort radars' donlrifauiians, 
resulting in. the liveliest loners p^es and Ifre best reader tips. 
BfHttH- valUB for moiHy. More pages, better quatil;!,r^ mags you can trust. 

(^pyright ^ 19B& Futiv« PuU^hbig Ud No pari oF this magazine 
may be f'oproOuced without written permission. Vfe welcome contribijtions for 
publication hut regret that we cannot return any SubiviiSSiOns. ConiritnutiDrs are 
accepted on^ on tine bas^ of full assignment of copyrighil lo Futuns F\iblishHn^ 
Any correspondence will be considered 'w publrcatinn unless you specifeally 
sfcite othe^'Vh'isB, and we resen/e the right to edit letters pubfi&hcd. 
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There's good news for all of us this month, news that we've all 
been waiting for. Amiga Technologies have finally 
announced the Power Amiga. 



At last we have the news of a 
new Amiga from Amiga 
Technologies. They have 
announced plans for 
development of a Power Amiga. 
Which is extremely welcome news indeed. !t 
means that the Amiga will finally be able to knock 
the socks off the Pentium and PowerMac and 
prove itself to be the superior machine. Tum to 
our Special Report on page 1 4 to find out more. 
We also have news from the biggest Amiga 
show in Europe - the Computer '95 Show 
in Cologne, where Amiga Magic bundles 
were selling like hot cakes, as were 
the new Amiga Technologies 
monitors, which we take a look at on 
page 4 1 , by the way. 

We put the Amiga's 
Operating System to the test 
in our feature on page 22. It 
was the state of the 
art when the 
machines first 
appeared on the 
market, but 10 years 
on, how does it 
compare to 
Windows95? 

And we have an 
eight-page Supertest 
of Amiga business 




How to contact Amiga Shopper 



EDITORIAL AND ADVERTISINO: 

30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW 
0-01225 442244 Fax; 01225 446019. 
E-mail: am E hop per@cix,compulink.co.uk 

EDITORIAL: Send all press releases, feature 
submissions and ideas to Sue Grant 
E-mail: sgrant@futurenet,co.uk 

COVERDISICS: If yoo have a contribution, commercial 
or otherwise, that you VKOuId like to submit for 
consideration for the Coverdisks, send it to David Taylor 
E-mail: davetaylor@futurenetco.uk 

READER ENQUIRIES: Amiga Shopper is 
available for phone enquiries every Wednesday 
between tOam and 5.30pm. Please make sure your 
call is necessary. "S- 01225 442244. 

FUTURE NET: You can also contact us, or b revise 
through a selection of Amiga articles, tutorials etc. on 
FutureNet Point your WW^ browser at: 
http ://www.f utu renetco.uk 



ADVERTISING: If you want to place an 
advertisement in Amiga Shopper, contact Tony 
Hickman or Diane Clarke on ® 01 225 442244. 
E-mail ahickman@futurenetco.uk 

ADVERTISING COMPLAINTS: 

H you have a complaint about an advertiser in 
Amiga Shopper, then contact Sophie Collins on 
S 01225 442244 
E-mail mops@futurenetco.uk 

CUSTOMER SERVICES: ff 01225 822510 

SUBSCRIPTIONS/BACK ISSUES: 

Call our hotline number t>elow for a subscription to 
Amiga Shopper (or a back issue). If you already have 
a subscription, but have a query, write to: 
Future Publishing Ltd, FREEPOST (BS4900), 
Somerton TA1 1 6BR, or B" 01225 82251 1. 

Annual subscription rale: The subscription rate 
for 1 2 issues of Amiga Shopper including fiostage is 
£51 (UK), £58.92 (EC), £71.52 (Rest Of World). 
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software, which explains why I am wearing a 
bowler hat this month. We are also 
rather proud of our cover image, too. 
What do you think? 

Mojo has been very busy 
recently, but we managed to 

persuade him to write 
another 3D tutorial for 
us. Turn to page 60. 
Then we have the latest instalments of 
our Comms, DTP and AMOS tutoria! - you'll 
find some AMOS code linked to the 
tutorial on our Coverdisks too. 

We've been exceedingly 
busy this month too, partly 
because David decided to 
swan off on a rather late 
Summer holiday to 
Lanzarote. But we chained 
him to his Amiga before he 
went and made him sort 
through the extensive 
collection of PD that has 
amassed beneath his desk, to 
bring you PD Select. 

As well as all this, we have reviews of 
all the new Amiga products released and news 
of the stuff about to come on the market. 

Oh, and do you remember ex-Commodore 
top man, David Pleasance? Well, we decided 
to track him down and found that he has gone 
into the music business. Read our interview with 
him on page 49. H 



Sue Grant 
Editor 



Turn the page for the 
contents of issue 58 
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ShopperFeatures 



Operating Systems 22 

Is the Amiga's Operating System better than 
that of the PC or the Mac? It certainly was the 
state of the art when the Amiga first hit the 
streets 1 years ago. John Kennedy finds out 
how it compares to the lilies of Windows95 and 
discovers what needs to be done to keep the 
Amiga's OS ahead of the competition. 

Business Supertest _28 

If you want to make a success of your business, 
your Amiga is the ideal place to start. There are 
plenty of business software packages available 
to choose from to help you. Larry Hlckmott 
reviews the best of them and advises on all the 
hardware you need too. 



Interview 



49 



We haven't heard from ex-Commodore 
managing director, David Pleasance for a long 
while, so we tracked him down to find out what 
he is doing now. Maff Evans found him at 
Tangent Music Design. 



ShopperReviews 



PageStream 3.0ii2 _38 

Soft-Logik has developed PageStream into a 
world-beating program. Larry Hlckmott 

takes a look at the latest version to find out just 
why this heavyweight desktop publishing 
program is so good. 

IVI1438S monitor 41 

Amiga Technologies have released. a new 
monitor to go with the new Amigas. 
Nick Veitch takes a look at it. 




Amiga Technologies' new M1438S monitor is 
reviewed on page 41. 



AuKS/ii 




Mojo explains t/ie secrets of Babylon S's nebuia 
creation on page SO. 



ShopperReviews 



Organiser 2 



44 




: will never replace your mum, but it 
can organise your life just as well. 
John Kennedy reviews the latest 
version of Digita's personal 
information manager. 



Edit plug 



45 




It may not look very impressive, 
but it can certainly help make your 
video editing much more 
professional. Scott Claymore 
takes a good look at KRP Video 
Services' new Edit Plug. 

Personal Suite 46 

Cloanto's new CD-ROM contains Personal 
Paint, Personal SBase, Personal Wnte and 
Personal Fonts. Dave Taylor spins the disc. 



CD-ROIVis 
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Another page of the latest and best CD-ROM 
releases. Find out what Dave Tiylor has to say 
about them on page 47. 



ShopperServlces 



Boolcs 



Reader Ads 
FutureNet 
IVIaii Order 
iVIarlcet Place 
Ad Index 



Shopper I Utorials 



3D 



60 



Mojo is back this month with advice on how 
to make your space scenes look more realistic. 
He also reveals a few secrets behind the 
creation of Babylon 5, 



64 



Comms 

E-mail is one of the most widely-used 
applications on the Net. Darren Irvine explains 
how to take E-mail beyond simple messages. 

DTP 67 

By now you will have chosen your software 
and prepared all your elements. This month 
Larry Hlckmott explains how to put them all 
together on a page. 



70 



AlVIOS 

Steve Bye of F1 Lioenceware is back with his 
AMOS tutorial. This month he looks at 3D 
buttons and screen zones. You'll find code to go 
with this tutorial on the Coverdisks. 



ShopperRegulars 



Coverdisl(S 6 

The powerful database, PowerBase 3.4, is on 
Coverdisk 1 . Then there's a huge collection of 
other excellent programs, scenes and utilities. 



News 



14 



A special report from the Computer '95 Show in 
Cologne. Plus news of the Power Amigas. And 
all the new Amiga products. 
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Amiga Answers 

Win £25 if your image is printed here, so keep 
your work flowing inf Plus, our experts are at 

hand to help you solve your Amiga problems. 



74 



Public Domain 

We can't believe just how good this section is. 



86 



Letters 

Join in with any of the debates or just tel! us 
what you would like to see in the mag. You 
could win 25 quid for the letter of the month. 



Next montK 



90 



There's another action -packed issue of Amiga 
Shopper next month, The February 1 996 issue 
is on sale on Thursday, 1 1 th January. 
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The unstylish, but extremely useful Edit Plug is 
put through Its paces on page 45. 
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Page 28 



Get rich! 

Be a business success 

using just your Amiga. 

We sliow you how! 



ShopperDisks 



We've done it again [ We've found you 
5Mb of the most useful programs and 

utilities around and put theiri' on our two 
Coverdisks this month: 



PowerBase 3.4 
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On Coverdisic 1 we have a powerful 
database program from OTM. 
PowerBase 3.4 compliments our business 
Supertest on page 29. 

SDZone 1 

If you bought Amiga Format's November 

issue and played with their Real 3D 
Classic Coverdisk, you will appreciate 
these complete scenes for use in any 
version of Real 3D.. 

ApplicationZone 1 

Remdate II and Browser !l were both 
featured in our PD Select section last 

month. They were so good we gave them 
Star buys and put them on our disks! 



TechnicalZone 



to 



This month we have 1 2 commands to 
improve your use of Shell, 

Lice nee Ware 1 1 

A fully useable demo of GrAC 2, the 
graphical adventure game creator. 

CreativeZone 1 1 

For Amiga musicians we have a collection 
of Mod Utilities. 

Prog ram mingZone _1 1 

This month we have AMOS code for those 

following our AMOS tutorial, plus Total 
Impact Map Editor, 
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Uti I ityZone 

Four utilities: FastView II, Noisome; 
WBExt and XList. 



I nformationZone 1 2 

The User Groups and PD Directory. 




}hopperCoverdi|^^ 



Instructions 



John Kennedy 




Disk 




Our Co\/erdisks this month have an incredible 5Mb of programs and utilities on them. To kick off with, 
Coverdisk 1 contains OTM's powerful database program, PowerBase 3.4. 



Information is power, and you will 
have more power at your fingertips 
than the National Grid when you 
have mastered PowerBase 3.4. We 
have procured this incredibly useful 
database program from OTM which will 
soon have you cataloguing your entire 
collection of Amiga Shoppers, music 
CDs or even digitised pictures of your 
cornflake collection, 

PowerBase 3.4 

PowerBase is a powerful database 

program which can be configured for 

almost any situation. Data can be 

easily entered, saved, retrieved 

and sent to a 

printer for a hard 

ocpy. You can even 

include graphic 

files and then 

password-protect the 

information. 

To create a database from 
scratch, run PowerBase and 
select the "Create a New 
Database" option. You will 
then need to enter a general name (for example 
"Amiga Shopper Back Issues") and a note to 
remind you what the database will contain. 

Now you need tc define the various fields 
which each record in the database will contain. 
It's wise to spend some time planning these, 
because they will dictate how useful your 
database will be: and how much information you 
will have to enter. 



P 
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l/ersi'^n v3.4 Rtv.fl (1 HB) 

S8TH 1SS5 

flU rights rgiffi/ed 
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Load Existln9 Dat^b^s? 



Start t<«u Database 
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Each field can be of 
several different types {see the boxout at 
the top of page 8 for an explanation of field 
types), and if appropriate you can set the 
maximum number of letters required. For 
example, if you knew you would be entering two- 
digit issue numbers, make sure the Numeric 
field length is set to two. If you are entering 
months of the year, set the Text field to nine, 

Once you have decided on the fields, click 
Continue. You will be asked if you need to 
password -protect the database. For the moment 
it is best to choose not to, in case you forget 
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A database is a collection of 


each record on screen at 


complicated searches such 


information arranged in a 


once. You can create a 


as listing only those CDs 


particular way. Once stored, 


template for the record 


bought in 1994 or those 


the Information can be 


before you start entering 


which cost more than £9,99, 


sorted, searched or printed. 


data. Each record is 


There are many uses 


Think of a collection 


composed of several "fields". 


for a database as powerful 


of paper files, each 


for example the name of the 


as PowerBase 3.4, from 


containing information on 


CD, the singer, the date 


keeping records of your 


one item: for example a 


purchased and the price. All 


local Darts Club to helping to 


CD from yojr music 


these items are entered into 


keep track of your home 


collection. The details of 


their own information fields. 


accounts, PowerBase can 


each CD is called a "record". 


When the data has been 


easily handle these tasks 


and PowerBase displays 


entered, you can perform 


and more. 
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the code word to your first database and can't 
gain access! 

You will then be shown the record screen. 
At the moment, you will see only the name of 
your database, and the fields of information. 
You can enter infomnation by clicking on one of 
the fields. Move the mouse pointer down the 
screen and you will see a new box pop up: 
you can use this to add more records. 

Pressing the right cursor key also creates a 
new blank record for you. Continue entering a 
few more example records. 

From the System menu, select the "Design 
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Choosing the "Design Newf Format" option 
means that you can drag the fields around the 
screen to reposition them. 
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John Kennedy 



Instructions 



Ow|ppe rCoverdisks 



Using the control pane 
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Tlie slider bar above the 
control pans! can be used to 
move quickly titrough your 
records. Click on it to move 
left and right through them. 



Previous record. 



Exact search: 
You have to enter 



' Edit current record: 

When editing a 

record you can use the up 
and down cursor keys to 
move between the fields. 
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or fast 


Pause; 

Use when rewinding 

-forwarding. 

Stop: 

Use when rewinding 

-forwarding. 

Goto first record. 


m 

or fast 


IM 


4-4 


Rewind 
records. 



into each field the exact field 
data you wish to search for 
from the current record. 



If one of the fields 
you have set up is of 
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Next record. 

Fast forward records. 

Goto last record. 

Search: 

You have to enter 
into each field the part of 
that field you wish to search 
for from the current record. 



type EXTERNAL you will be 
presented with the file 
requester and asked to 
choose an IFF picture or 
an ASCII text file to put into 
this field. 



XT* 



XT View: This 



' displays an IFF 

picture or ASCII text Hie 
from an EXTERNAL field, if 
you have one set up. 
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Select the "Create 
a New Database" 
option and then 
define the various 
fields which you 
want each record 
in your database 
to contain. 



New Form Layout" option. Now you can drag 
the fields about the screen and position them 
until they mal<e the most sense. You may want 
the issue number and month together on the 
same line for example. 

Locating your records is easy. You can 
either use the left and right cursor buttons to 
look through each one in turn, or use the video 



extra mer 



recorder-style buttons at the bottom. The 
Question Mark button is used to search for a 
record: type in as much as you can remember 
{or nothing) into the fields as they pop up 
and the database searches for records which 
are close to what you entered. Use the 
"equals sign" button when you need to search 
for an exact match. 



Odd RPC, ?^ LJbK PKnt 
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U J . u This will automatically move to the 

. pnrt Qf yQu,. database and begin 
adding a record for you. 

Find next is used when you are using 



There Is a special, floating extra button panel 
which appears when your mouse pointer is 
moved to the bottom of the screen. This menu 
is displayed if you have the preference option 
turned on and it contains the following options: 



^^ rma nexi is used wnen yoi 

• ~ oithnr of the two searches- 

Latsel prints the current record. 



Ubrt 



Prirrt 



Prints the current record. 

Use the printer preferences to alter the 



way labels and printed records are output 
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pBeginners, look! 




Before using either of this 
month's Coverdisks, please 
be sure to back them up - 
just in case. Simply follow 
the easy instructions below. 
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nSoot up from your Workbench disk or 
partition, double-click on your Shell 
icon - to be found in your System Drawer. 



Morkb«nch Screen 




I nnlgaShet I 

rinj Shell process i 

7,Horkbench;> ifislccopv fron dfS: to dt0 



Qff you only have one disk drive, type in 
the following line and then press Return, 
Diskcopy from DFO: Co DFO: 
If you have two drives, place the Coverdisk in 
DFO: and a blank in DF1:, then type in this 
line instead: 
Diskcopy from DFO: to DFl: 

B Follow the on-screen prompts and 
remember that the Coverdisk is the 
source disk and the blank is the destination. 

□ If^u used the two-drive method, 
remember to rename the copy by 
clicking on its Icon and pressing light-Amiga r. 

If you have two drives, you can also 
copy the disk from Workbench by 
dragging the Coverdisk icon over the 
destination disk's. 

Q Then place either of the Coverdisks in 
DFO: and reset the Amiga to boot it. It 
is best to boot disk 1 (or the Subs disk if 
you're a subscriber). This will let you install 
all the disks to either floppy or hard drive. 



The buttons marked XT are used to deal 
with eXTernal images or text files. The first edits 
the EXT field and allows you to enter the filename 
and path to the picture or text. The second 
allows you to view the image or text when you 
are examining the records. Remember that the 
picture or text file itself is not included in the 
database, only the link to its name and position. 



:| 1 


RECORD NO. : 1 sf 1 

Publiiher 
Frequency 


Wf'w ShDpper 
Future Publishing 


imam 


^^^^B[IH 







Set the maximum number of letters required, if 
appropriate for your entries. 
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Text Text: Allows text, 


format dd-mm-yyyv, *ot 


to be loaded into a record. 


numbers and special 


example (20-08-1992) 


40-cfiaracter file name. 


characters. Up to 60 






ctiaracters are allowed in 


Time Time: A time in 24lir 


Perc Percentage: Range 


one field. 


format HH:MM 
for example <Z3;30) 


from to 100 per cent. 


Num Numeric; Allows 




Calc Calculation: Allows 


numbers and special 


Logic Logical: Y or N for 


calculation of fields from 


characters. 


Yes or No, or T or F for True 


others using numeric values 


Up to 60 numbers are 


or False. 


and constants. You can use 


allowed in one field. 




this option to perform 




Ext External: AJIows an IFF 


operations such as adding 


Date 3) Date; A date in the 


picture or ASCII text file 


VAT to a list of purchases. 



The final button is the Filter option. This is 
where you can perform detailed and complex 
search operations. Click on the field you wish to 
search on, and then select an operation (greater 
than, less than, equal to). 

For example, you could list all issues of 
magazines greater than 50, or all those with a 
feature on networking. The resulting list can 
either be displayed on screen, or stored to file, 
or sent to a printer. 

There are many more features and options 
available in PowerBase 3.4 than we could 
cover here. For more information you should 
consult the comprehensive help files which 
are available from the pull-down menu. These 
files go through all the menu options 
individually, as well as providing plenty of 
general help and advice. 



Home finances 

Here a short example to demonstrate how you 
could use PowerBase to keep track of your 
finances. Create a database, and make the first 
field the date, the second a text field and the 
third a number. The text field is going to hold a 
description of your purchases and the numeric 
field the price. Now add a fourth field, and make 
this a calculation. Assuming the price was 
entered into field F3, enter the following into the 
calculation box: 

F3*VAT 

VAT is an internal constant, which is set over on 
the right-hand of the screen. At the moment the 
default is 1,1 75 (although this was written 
before the Budget so it may have changed). 




To avoid errors when installing to floppies, 
ensure that your destination disks are of 
high quality. If an error occurs, try re-booting 
and using a different spare disk - the 
majority of errors are caused by faulty 
destination disks. 

If your Coverdisk absolutely refuses to 
work and you are certain it is faulty, please 
return it, along with an S.A,E,, to: 
Amiga Shopper Coverdisk 
(insert the name of the disk), 
Discopy Labs Ltd., PO Box 21, 
DaventryNMHSBU. 



There are other constants you can use to, such 
as postage and packing or handling charges. 

When you start entering details into the 
records, the fourth field will automatically be 
calculated as the product of field three (F3) and 
the VAT constant. There is no need for you to 
have to work it out. 

After entering a few records, you may be 
wondering exactly how much you have spent on 
computer hardware over the year. You can then 
use the "Calculation" from the "Option" menu. 
You can decide to sum the totals with the 
Addition menu option, or even find the average 
amount you have spent. In either case, you'll be 
asked which field you wish to process: and you 
should select either of the Price fields, ■ 



IntOS and PowerBase offer from OTM 




ow you've had a chance to try 
out the excellent IntOS for 
AMOS (ASS7) and 
PowerBase 3.4 programs on 
our Coverdisks, you may like to take 
advantage of a couple of brilliant money- 
saving offers from OTIUI, which are 
exclusive to Amiga Shopper readers. 



IntOS manual 

OTM are offering Amiga Shopper readers the 
chance to buy the IntOS manual for just £7,95. 
That's a huge saving of £1 7 on the 
recommended retail price of the program and 
the manual. IntOS for AMOS was FREE on 
last month's Amiga Shopper Coverdisk! 



Title _ 

Your address _ 

Post code 

Your signature 



_lnitials_ 



_Surname 



.Telephone 



Description __„Quantity Price 

IntOS manual £7.95 



P&P 



PowerBase 3.5 
plus manual. 



_£9.95 



_£1 (UK) £2 (Overseas) 
_£1 (UK) £2 (Overseas) 



Total (please add postage and packing) 

Method of payment (please tick one): 

Cheque U Postal Order ^ Credit Card (Vtsa/Access/Eurocard/Mastercard) ^ 



]n nana nnnn 



Card No: UULJD Dl 

Expiry date: Gnnn 

Please make your cheques payable to OTM Publications & Promotions Ltd. 

Post your order to: Amiga Shopper OTM Offer, OTM Publications & Promotions 
Ltd., First Floor, 1 1 Aldergate, Tarn worth. Staffs. B79 7DL 



-_J 



PowerBase v3.4 

PoVh/erBase 3,4 is a powerful Amiga database 
program v^hich can store up to 1 0,000 
records on a 1Mb Amiga. PowerBase features 
easy to use pull-dovi/n menus, eight field types 
and it also has a powerful record filtering, 
searching and sorting facility, amongst many 
other features. 

We are giving away Pov^erBase version 
3.4 FREE on our Coverdisks this month. 

Amiga Shopper readers can take 
advantage of OTM's offer to upgrade to the 
latest version of PowerBase and receive a 
detailed manual for only £9.95. 

Order now! 

To take advantage of these generous offers, 
just fill in the form and send it direct to OTM at 
the address shown. 

Please note that OTI^ have recently 
moved offices and therefore this address is 
different form the one on the form in last 
month's Amiga Shopper. 

Call OTM Publications & Promotions on 
= 01827 31 2302 for further details of IntOS 
for AMOS or PowerBase 3.4. 



NOTE: Both IntOS and PowerBase are 
compatible with all 1Mb Amigas. 
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. . . Rapid Frame rgg 
ing on your Amiga ^ 

The revolutionary S-VHS ProGrab™ 24RT Plus with Teletext is not only the best way 

to get crisp colour video images into your Amiga, from either live broadcasts or 

taped recordings, it also costs less than any of its rivals. This real time PAL/ 

SECAM/NTSC* 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of 

image grabbing on the Amiga ^nd, at the same time, has received rave reviews 

for its ease of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab™ has earned honours 

from just about every Amiga magazine and Video magazines tool 
And.-, with ProGrab™ you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technology, 
a simple 3 stage operation ensures the right results ■ Real Time, after time- 

STAGE 1... 

Sefect any video source with S-VHS c^i composite output. Tliis could be your camcorder, TV wfth SCART output, 
satellite receiver; domestic VCiVpiayer or standard TV signal passing through your VCR/player... the choice is yours. 

STAGE 2.. 

With ProGraliJS soitware, select an image you 
wish to capture using the on screen preview 



Suppfljts (i[l recent Amigas and ii tflso fully AGA Chipset 
compatible. Iftsii can render Jmagei in iir^'^ Workbench screeji 
mode resorution incJuding HAMQ mode fAmigs IWM permitting). 

ProGrab™.. 

S^ves snd Loads jmiige; in IFF/JLBM, IFF^ILBMZ^, JP£G. BMR 

PCX, and TARGA File tormats. ProGrab sflves Animations as 

AriimS filgj snd animaticwis with sound Jrequines PCMCIA 

interFsce and separate iountf scimpJefJ ss AnimS + SSVX fii&s. 

A range oF image pitJcesiFng effeeti, pflltrte computing 

routrnes lAGAonlyJ and dithenng methods Sreafso new to 

P/oGfiib \/t/sion ?.S.x Photogenics Fully supports PfoGirab 

witFi a custom ^L&ader' to tnabFe grabs drrectly from within 

the program - saving YOU time! 

ProGrab™... 

Software has ibuilt in mono and coJaur animation Facilities, 
The numJjer of Frames is dependant upon your Amigais RAM- 

ProGrab'" 

Release 1.5.x software now incfudes... 

- SUPPORT FO I? \^IJ?TUAl.MEMORV 

Airows the hignesi reiolutions - Even with Tow memory Amigas 

iAV >fard Drive S^'Stems withiXiC tlX' need for an MMU 

^eqiuririgjifit Jftto. Hard Drive Space]!. 

• ADOmOHAL TtLmXT FACILmES 
Wiiii either Ter/estj'i^tJ ok ^at^rlite TV lignals. 

■ LARGER PJJ£VIEW WINDOW 

Double Jfesoiution and 4 timss the area fivailabre 

with previous ProGrab software. 

■ IWTEPNAHONAL SUPPORT 

Now wofta with composite PAL SEGAM and WT5C 

Straight from the boxi 

. *St^cJar[| PfoGr.*] rk-irdiVrt'C ij rAL/'^CAy/IMiliC tcn^patitn-e. 

inte/lflce TKxJe options are 3i5iilat:*e WKh PAL & SECAWI Only 

^ffiC 0(^ modets are mailable [O speaat order which then 

support the ir«er1ace mctde fiJty, Pfese ^k us for ?uli detfi''i ; 




on Use the signaf from 
your satelJite receiver,.. 

or, Grcib TV or video 

picturei from your 

VCfi5 video output 

including S-VHS. 



For just £129.95... 

ProGrab IS supplitxJ with e'^'erything ya.iH need * . 

■ ProGrab™ Z4RT Plus Digltiser • Latest ProGrab Veriion i.S.x Sottware 

■ Mains Power Supply Unit • Parallel Port Connecting Cable 

■ User Manual • Input sockets for Composite and 5VHS. 

PCMCIA Interface for AI 200 and A600 - OnJy £34.95 

ProGrabs optignctJ PCMCIA Interface incfudcs trie lateit versron ipFt^Vfije and extends performance 

fcf senous/prafesional users - offering the follawing tnenefits... 

« Faster Downlc^lng Tftnes fup to f JVE times quicker] 

• lrTipnj(/ed animation speeds of up to f I fps I'rrKjnaj and 3.5fp£ fcotourj 

■ Sound sampling and animation capabilitres (separate sound sampler required) 

■ Sauincj Qt animations direct to your Amrgai tvifd drive 

■ Freeing ofyour Antiga Pjr<fllel Fart for use by a printer or other paralfei penpher^i de^'ice 

ProGrab™ supports any Amiga with Kickstart 2.04 or later & a mifiimum of 1 .5Mb. fee RftM. q 

•t A viLlyu ^jurc e r.itile ■.'/ill he- teqL."?tt to trt.itcn ycur cvr ftluipilierli set up Ask fti' detriils. ,^^^L^ 



window and Grab [because the hardware 
grabs frames in real time, there's no need for 
a freeze frame facility on the source device! |. 
Once grabtied, simpfy download and view (he 
full image on your Amiga screen. ProGrab also 
includes a Teletext viewing and capturing 
facility frorm either TV or satellite sources. 

STAGE 3,.. 

Use the 'grabbed' image with your favourite 
word processoc DTP or graphics package. 

ProGrab reafly does make 
it that simple! 



Camctircef user commienrijd. . it figure locking i 

fo' a hqh resaluticn Z'P bit djgittser Bien, atlhispnce. C3.niC0rClCr 
/^oGrab 24RT repfesents gre;^ vatui for monev m h i^^^ ■=* KK 



! 



PruGfcti'''-W3ted cC TTie Best Vfcfeo Hardware 
Aniga. Triis IE espectaii, . 

Our Satisfied CusTOirers. 



ProG'30''' - Amga Snopp^f 95^ STAR Buy *id rerraris like y 
crisp and Fathfui to the origirvH colour!, ■ive were migFitify Ty-.-.- 
and... "Hiighiy Re:t}mmerxJed. Whether you are a Wcteograpne^ ; 
Gr^ipix Aniii toe* to Che FroGrpb 24irT Plus. Iti a winner" 



Star Buy 






ProGrab^ - Amiga Fomiat Vi* QoFtf f?aling and comments like. . 
■PtgGrat) 2^^ Ffljs is qixe sjmpfy ihe digmse' to ger. inci^iWe 
value fcc mzjn^-no ixher digituer [:flers so niuch icx so litSe" and 
"Often far more fe^SLres cltai^ arrj' Mher digteiser near jfe same pfKe' 



CU An^a said fttjGr^b''' .-s. 

■Just (he job for beginners antf semhprofesaitjnafe 

on a \yp[. txic^et" *id, "very hartf [o hear 

For Che monei,'. noihing c?n tOLCti if 



WI?[ 



Ga your hands on NEW ProGrsb Plus - Post or FAX 

your requirements (Quantity Trsde Pnces Avsilable) on 

the ofder form prtwided OR, if you'd simply iilte further 

information please contact... 

Clfe 

GORDON HARW00DC3@@ 
COMPUTERSd^^ 

Gordon Harwood Computers Limited. 

New Streel.Aifreton, Dertivsliire DE55 7BP 

FAX? 01 773 831040 or.. 



Mr/Mrs/Miss/MS; 



Initial(s): 



Surname: 



Address: 



Count>' (Countr)'): 



Dajtime Phone: 



ProGrab Plus " i £1251.95 inc. ji&p i 

, _ _PCiHCIA Interface @ £34.95 inc. p&p i 

^V' 2.5,x S/W (I'ser Upgrade) 8 i4.9> i 

Optional RSI Couf ier Delivtn^ @ ik% i- 

roTAl £ 



-""" nnnnnn 



TELEPHONE 



01 773 836781 



Evpir>'tote I ]| |Pn[ ~] 



Postcode: 



Evening Phone: 



Oticraras Ciisttutiers... 

I'kiin- aill Jhr prkes. fhippini\ i-k\ 

Card holder's signature: 



nnnnnn 



VaUd Froiii! [ I I I 
(Switch Only) | 1 1 j 




Issue .\umber; 
(Switch Only) 



Department; AM F 



1 enclose a Cheque/Bank Drafl./Posla! Order for £ 



made payable to GORDON HARWOOD COMPLTERS LLVUTED 
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David Taylor 




There are only so many ways 
to introduce a set of 
unbelievably excellent 
Covcrdisks and over the last 
si\ months I've used every 
one I can think of. So, in short, this 
month's ShopperChoice disk is just as 
heavlngly packed as ever, with useful 
programs separated into sensible 
zones. If you think I'm making it up, 
take a look for yourself. 



SDZone 



Our sister magazine Amiga Format recently gave 
away the complete Real 3D package (AF77), 
thus re-awakening interest in the program. It 
seemed appropriate to search out some objects 
that users ot this program could play with. 

This month's zone has two complete scenes 
for use in Real 3D in any version from the one 
given away with Amiga Format onwards. The 
scenes are loaded in by choosing the animation 
load from the program and tlien redirecting the 
program to the individual parts that it needs 
(because it looks in a different place). It's very 
simple, just select the file of the name it is 
looking for from the appropriate directory in this 
zone. {Don't worry, it makes sense when you are 



Shopper 



Choice 



Each month ShopperChoice brings you the choicest cuts from the 
PD, Shareware and Licenceware world David Taylor serves up 
this month's platter for you to tuck into. 



doing it). The scenes are the ones pictured 
below: that of a room and a car. Just shows that 
Real 3D is a powerful program that brings real 
3D to even lower-end machines. 



AppiicationZone 



You will find two cracking programs in this zone 
- both of which were given Star buy awards in 
last month's PD Select. 



Remdate II 

Rem date II is like an advanced diary for your 
computer. The program can be used to store 
addresses, birthdays and all the general rubbish 
that you jot down in your paper filofax. In 
addition, the program has a few bells and 
whistles that give you things like a quote for the 
day or a list of historical events from that date. 

Using the program is incredibly simple. Just 
load it up and off you go. Then choose the date 
that you want to add an event to. You can add 
the text for the event in and then choose the 
type of event that it should be. You can also 
choose whether an address should be linked to 
the event and how many days or weeks 
beforehand you'd like to be reminded of it. If you 
want to install the program to hard disk, even if 



Get real! Two full 
scenes that you can use 
in any version of Real 
3D, inclutilng the full 
"Classic" version that 
was given away by 
Amiga Format. So, if 
you've got the program, 
but you haven't 
managed (o get very 
far - these scenes 
could help! 




10 
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Hemdate II is more than Just an electronic diary. 

you have already de-archived it to a hard disk, 
you should use the installation icon, but double- 
click on the Click Me First icon before doing it. 
The data can be saved, but note that although 
this program is the full version and not crippled, 
it is still Shareware and you should register it. 
The details are given in the documentation. 

Browser II 

I included this program in the Internet Select 
section of PD Select last month and said, "I 
can't recommend this highly enough", then gave 
it 95 per centl Because of the distribution 
requirements, we've had to wait for permission 
to include it before putting it on our Coverdisk, 
Everything is hunky-dorey now and so everyone, 
with or without access to the Internet, can use 
this fantastic file manager. 

Browser II is different from other file 
managers in that it becomes a part of your 
Workbench screen. Then, instead of opening a 
normal Workbench window, you can open one 
through Browser II, which gives you access to 
all the special features. The program takes many 
of the ideas of Workbench, like 'rename' and 
improves them, such as allowing multiple files 
and wildcards. Should a program not be 
available from WB, it will offer to open a Shell. 

"Perhaps people will realise that there is an 
alternative to Directory Opus," was the comment 
of one of the authors. There are extensive 
docum.ents that you should read and remember 
to comply with the Shareware concept. 



TechnicalZone 



There are a dozen excellent commands here 
which can be used to improve your use of Shell 
To use them, copy the command to your c: 
directory or other command path used. 
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3isk contributions 



• Autoassign is not another Assign manager, 

but rather a program designed to compliment 
these programs. It can tal^e all the user assigns 
that installed software makes and add what in 
effect is a defer option as well as deferring 
mounting from a mountlist until required. 

• Coldreboot is a command that allows you to 
order a reboot from the Shell. There are two 
versions, one of which requires verifying. These 
are useful in scripts, but make sure you know 
what you are doing, or you might end up 
ordering a reboot you didn't intend. 

• Dfree is a simple command that gives you a 
plain English readout of the amount of free 
space on a disk or drive. If you ask how much 
space is available, you'll be told in either bytes, 
kilobytes or megabytes. 



Above: Browser II brings the power of a filo 
manager to your Workbench. 
Left: Browser II has resizable windows for each 
oftlte volumes or directories that you open and 
allows you to perform enhanced actions on them. 

# Erp allows you to set your computer to 
cancel certain requesters automatically. It allows 
reasonable configuration, so that it is more 
powerful than just cancelling all requesters. 

• MCommands is a collection of eight CLI 
commands from the same author, Michael 
Letowski. Bootlog records the time and reason 
of reboots, which is useful for owners of BBSs. 
Changefont allows you to globally replace the 
default Topaz font. Cllckstart enables certain 
features of AmigaDOS. Examine makes use of 
datatypes to determine the nature of a file, For 
allows the execution of a command with multiple 
arguments and RXControl controls the ARexx 
interpreter. Time can measure the execution 
time of a command and Touch allows you to 
modify the date stamp on a file or program. 



Licenceware: GrAC 2 demo 



This month's disks were compiled using files 
from Aminst and from Walton's Mountain 
BBS, « 0161 SSI S730, and with tire help of 
the aiFthors of the programs. 

If you would like to contribute to a 
future disk, whether it's a fulE application, 
utility, 40K demo, clipart, font, 3D object, or 
even a module, send It to; 

David Taylor, 

Amiga Shopper Coveidlsk Contributions, 

30 Monmouth Street, 

Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 
Please only send the minimum distribution 
archive. Also, please do not powerpack 
(or similar) any files because it detracts 
from the arctiiving. 



CreativeZone 



The Creative Zone contains a collection of 
programs called Mod Utilities. These are 
programs for use by Amiga musicians. There's 
more than half a dozen programs that allow you 

to do anything from simply playing a module to 
ripping one from memory allowing you to try and 
recover music that some games may have left in 
memory after a reset. 



ProgrammingZoiie 



T.I.M.E. 

In addition to the AMOS code that is here for 
the readers who are following our tutorial (see 
page 70), there is a program called Total Impact 
Map Editor. If you are trying to program a game, 
you may find that you want to use a map editor 
to create the actual levels. This program has 
been used to create levels for games like 
Sensible World Of Soccer. 

It works like other map editors and allows 
you to load IFF images in so that you can 
design the elements in a paint package of your 
choice. Although you can get to grips with it by 




This is a fully usable demo of 
the graphical adventure game 
creator, which allows even 
those with no programming 
know-how to create "point and 
click" adventure games. 

The first version of GrAC is 
one of F1 Licenceware's most 
popular programs, and so we 
wangled this exclusive demo 
from their sweaty paws. 

The demo incudes a few 
tutorial rooms lor you to work 
through and you can also try 

Top left: The tutorial room 
supplied, but you'll soon be 
creating your own rooms. 
Left: GrAC 2 has been used to 
create games like this one 
called Lethal Formula. 
Right: GrAC 2 is very Simple lo 
get to grips with. 



out any of your own rooms, by 
creating the graphics in a paint 
package like Deluxe Paint 
There are full documents to 
explain how to use the 
package and there Is also the 
all-Important GrAC player 
included that allows you to 
actually test the game that you 
have created. 

For the full version of 
GrAC 2 which lets you create 
games of multiple screens 
contact F1 on » 01392 4935S0, 
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FastView II 



Noisome 



Blimey, not another picture viewer! Wait! ITiis 
program is one o1 the fastest we've ever seen - 
even at decoding JPEGs, whilst retaining 
acceptable quality. It can be used from either 
the Shell or Workbencli and tftere are versions 
Optimizecf for 68000 and 08020+ machines. 
FastView can optionally dither images to 
provide the best view possible and can scale 
pictures to the screen size, malting it easier to 
view pictures that are too big for the screen. 
The program needs installing, virhich can be 
done through the installer script provided. 



A bit o1 light relief is provided by this program. 
Using Noisome, you can start to make a bit of 
noise with your Amiga, making the keyboard 
play a sample for certain events - it is very 
simple to make it sound like a manual 
typewriter, for example. 

There are some samples tnduded in the 
sample drawer of this program, but you can 
easily assign your own. The GUI makes using 
this program very easy. 

I guarantee that it will raise a smile from 
even the most serious amongst us. 
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WBExt 



A program that has made it into my hallowed 
WBStartUp drawer. It changes the WB 
information line to give mucfl more information, 
such as libraries and tasks, and can also flush 
unused libraries and order a reboot. Very good. 



XList 



If you end up examining tots of files (like 
myself) and could really use something that 
helps identify filetypes - like those that have 
been powerpacked - then this program is a gift. 



playing around, I would advise reading the 
documentation, This program is Shareware, so 
do register if you make use of it. 



InformationZone 



The Information Zone contains two documents 
that are constantly updated by Amiga Shopper. 
They are a listing of User Groups from around 
the world and also the incredibly popular PD 
Directory, which details all the PD Houses with 
the services they provide and prices fhey 
charge. It is the most comprehensive listing of 
its kind. Both the documents are provided in 
two formats, one is in plain ASCII and the other 
is an AmigaGuide. 

Should you want to change the reader, you 
can do this in the Icon information (click once on 
the icon, then select Information from the Icon 
menu on Workbench; you can then change the 
default tool). If you have real problems, you can 
always read the ASCII in any word processor. 

If you want your organisation to be added to 
either of the listings, simply send the details to 
us - there is information on how to do this in the 
documents and the ReadMe, but please submit 
your details on disk if at all possible. 

Don't forget to send in your contributions 
for inclusion on our Covordisksl ■ 



Shareware noiice! 



Remember that a number of the programs 
on these Coverdisks are some form of 
Shareware. Amiga Shopper has compiled 
both disks with the help of the authors, who 
have received no fee from us. 

So, if you keep and use these programs, 
you must register. Some people only want a 
postcard, so please put in the effort. They 
did when they created the program. 
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Subscribers' Disk 



Come off it. We've got to be joking, haven't 
we? A full third disk FREE and exclusive every 
month for Our subscribers. Well, we're not. This 
month's disk contains the latest version of 
ABackup, the fully-featured back-up program 
that has been given a complete facelift. Then, 
there's HippoPlayer 2.20, the module player 
raved about by Amiga Format that can do 
everything- even play archived modules! 

The freely distributable version of Power 
Procedures is an essential add-on for AliAOS, 
which we scored highly last month in PD Select 
and which we talk about in this month's AMOS 
tutorial (page 70). That's without mentioning 
the other programs, like HDEnv for replacing 
the memory-hungry Env: with a version on your 
hard drive, or the Imagine object or the cllpart 
or the chip tunes or the... You get the picture. 

So, if you want to save money off the cover 
price of AS, if you want a FREE third disk every 




month, and if you want a cool Subscribers' 
Newsletter, then take advantage of our 
exclusive Subscribers' offers. Phone our 
Subscription hotline now on '» 01 225 S22S1 1 . 
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OpenSunda/ 
Late Night Opening 1|v 1 1 am to 4ppn^ 
[ Wednesday & Thursday 
tin7.3Dpm 



HOWTOORDER LOW COST DELIVERY Telephone 0113 2319444 



Order by telei 



COHPUTK CENTRE 



tsMMSsmmm 



•MPUTER CEU ra £" I n aiw 
correspondercepleAse quote a Phone 



working days cheque cleamnce 

SHOWROOM ADDRESS: 

DEPT. AS, UNIT3, ARMLEYPARK 

COURT, STANNINGLEYRD, 

LEEDS,ISI22AE 



Lombard Tricity low rate 

I finance now available, call. 



^Standard delivery £1.95 

•2-3 Week Days £2.95 

•NextWeekDay £4.95 

•Saturday delivery £10.00 

Delivery sub/ect to itoch availability 
•All pHces include VAT @ 17.5% 
•Large shov^room with parking 
•Multi-million pound company 
•Overseas orders welcome 
•Educational purchase orders welcome 

OPEN 7 DAYS /i WEEK 

fyiC£1 arEccrmit at the timecrjcmj mjprpu. PI(3M <:heelj Oijr 
blXft priea bc^vofllitl'V'Al «!(**« UdiectDDauritafKlvd 



M42, Ml nnd the Al 



24 Hft MAIL ORDER SERVICE FAX: 01 I3 2JI-9I9I 
NEW! BBS Sales&Technical line Tel: 01 1 3 23 1 -1 422 

E'Mail ulesi^nrstcam.demon.cQ'Uk 
www.demo n .co.uk/firsttotn 



AMfGA REPAIR 
CENTRE 

We offer j FREE queutldn <i 

pf riiphfral (moWCOM, 
pflmurs fitcji. A 
dtllYfli^tarJfl'oifJuH: 
£S.11Dii<lia,rfBd«- 
alnrn.i[lve(]r ycu eai 
nstt Gur sl1a^wrgct[I1.. 
I W« can ^l!iH> amngt 




etntrej i&ifJ\ mtia AnYik^ st^"^- 



Hardware 



lAMJGAl A1200 



\mig a A I 200' Amiga Magic Pack' 
CNowOnlyil £379.99) 

Includes, Wordworfti VJSEk Datastore, Orgaiiiier, Turtouk i.iy ^ 
PcrsJ^nal Paint Vt.4, Photogenic* l-2^E, Pinball Mania& WNJu, ^ 

Am iga Magic Pack + 170Mb HardDnve 
Onl/il £489,99 includes Scala MM-300 




1 




1 


lU 


j^i 


(a 


200 1 MfiflAMSp 


c/cr( 


price 


J £75.9^ 


A 


2Q02MBRAM 






il 19.^9 


AI2[}04MBRAM 






£IA9.f9 


A 


ZQOfiKaRAM 






oa4.9? 


ForAB982]3Mh£Co 


Pro 


add 


nOvOO 



PRIiMA A5DQ S I ik RA M no dock 
I PRfMAASCm+IMhRAM 
rniMAAfrDO I MbRAhiiiud0d< 



£29.9« 



"Chaos Software Pack^ 

Packccnb.[«ciF 
NiCl<Fal[h>'^G4])f 
PInbaJI FinraitQf 
Syndkatt 
ChaaiEfigine 

£19.99 




First Starter Pack 

• A] 200 dust cover 

• 10 X DSDD disks * labels 

• Topquality Joystick Allfor 

• Deluxe mouse mat^ ■ A A/\ 
■ 3 »AI 100 games t I T.VT 



1 1 5Ea|MJ45^5*£279.99 



enpurt 
ftComputer. 
Sepirat6t29fl,99 



A4000T 



MC68040-25 Mhz £21 79.99 
MC68060-50 Mhz £2469.99 



I •6Mb RAM expandable to 1 Cis max. • 1 .2CI> SCSI-II HanJ thrive aAGA chip wt 

•Wcirttbench 3. 1 ■ 1 .7Mb J.^-" Floppy Drive #4 Chann&l i5ier«0 •ScaJn MM300 Prs-lnstaJled 





. Hard Drives ^ 


3,S" Hard Di^k Drives '' 

with A 1 200/600 install kit 

inc. software^ cables and instructions 

420Mb..£ IS 0.99 540Mb...£IB4.99 

1 850Mb„£ 1 99.99 1 >05Gig...£24S.99j 




2,S" Hard Drives for A600/ 

A 1 200 with installation kit 

inc. software^ screwy., cables 

And instructions 


; 




<S-i?Seagate Fiijrn.u ccufisfi 

80Mb £89.99 l30Mb..f 109.99 

l70Mb..£l 14.99 ISOMb..£ 129.99 
340Mb..£ 179.99 S HlMb..£254.99 

Quantunn Toshiba 




3,5 " Hard Drive upgrade kit£ 1 8.99 

^jLjncludes set up saftwai^, cabl4S Wid full 
*T-Tr InttTMCtions, no Hard Drive. 






■ysr^Ejtterna.1 Hard Drives 
for all SCSJ aware Amiga's 
500Mb L \ 99.99 l.0Gig£299.99 

Inc. H^ghiiualilT SCSI-ll dr^, ln(. PSU, SCSI ID icIectM, 
Cci^lln*; Fan iwid HD prcppinA'pirtitiiHiinKfaftware 
Requires SCSI inter^ te. Squirrel/G VP 








All drivES supplied by The FEr&t Camput*'' 
Cencre have a minimum l2 montfi warranty 
and are tested to ensure 100% compatibility. 





1 MhT^PinSlMM 


il9,99 


2Mb72Pin5IMM 


£69,99 


4 Mb 72 Pin SIMM 


£1 15. »9 


S Mb 72 Pin SIMM 


£225.99 


l6M'b72 pin SIMM 


£399.99 


JMb^DplnSIMM 


£19-99 


4Mbi0pinSinM 


£119.99 


256 by 4 DRAM (DM 


{each)£6.99 


1 Mbby4ZIPPS 


feacJiliJl.fl? 


256hy4ZrPPS 


(each)£S.99 


Part f:xcLJiaiige av:allable on your old j 


mrmory. Call fo 


r pricJng. J 




Acccler^itor 


Cards 


Vip<<rFI2g 


£ir9-fl9 


Viper II SO 


f 199.99 


ApnllciAll32-EC50 


tl9'?.9^ 


Includci 2 Simm Sochcti, Ff^ SoekM S. RTT ckKb | 


ApallQAI23<l-EC40 


£169.99 


40 Kill 4aECi]3{l, Optirxi^ Ati Mb 


FPU.ft/TchKh. 


ApolloA 1220.23 


£99.99 


Ji«Judri23Mhii4SMJCoPrDiftrrGhck J 




*ENO Portable CD ROM 



Squirrd SCSI.M 
Interface "£45.00 

I ti^Mif he HlthwyHWCDHOM drire, 
C5^.9f if bcusht ,e]Hr3u 

GVP 4008+ H.D./RAM card £99,99 

SCSI II hrhrTue card Torbis hex Amiga'i. 

~nNev. 
Low 

rice 



Rt-4-i 

*SCS|.InitBfKE 

4 ELuur'if i^ hbin^ 
*Ku*ihinuliy-s«! 



£129,99 

•SK««i hB«Jp|ii>ni-, wFt'ieil 

' ■ lHniiAc4xm Tinw 
*Au««CDSi 



(Internai SCSI CE) ft6H drives^ 



|NEC6Xi6speed 
Onlx!!£I9I,99 



^EQZO 

ACD-300 



...«P3. 



4 Lu^ LCD aperatign (4A<>I 
VsCSl.lintcfface 

* SDDb'KC daCa Cran^^. tJSmi acccra t^ne ON L Y 

^ Audki CD dedicated (ipentwn butt ivn 5 £\MJ^ QQ 

• SupwDrti Kodak muHfjcisiDn photn CD t i 03-T7 
FREE!!pftJMASh.ircy^arcCDHOM 
valued « £9. 99, with twcry yrd r r fij r t he 

AIWAACD.:30Qdriv^. 

"This is ttie best DuaJ Speed CD-ROM t've 

ev^rsficn" CJbwc Taylor Amiga Shopper 90% 

Sept 95 



V f DDica'i D^^r rate VSCSI-l iroarbM 
I i4jri5i.»tcEsHinic 4 Cache mcraHir|r2S4kb 



Sanyo CDRH94AxiS|i«d £125.99 
ToshibaSIOIBxJ.iSpeed £158.99 
Panasonic CR504B>< Spc„H £ I 89,99 



■■BKBH SCSI Enclosures 

■^^***^*^** ineem,] SCSI .levic.^ cf CD Rami etc. 

SinglcCase£69,99DiJalCasc£B9.99 



Full range ofSCSI cables always 
in stock, from £9.99 



Monitors 



Microvftec 
Autoscan I4}8 

-20 dp, 15/^9 KHz, all An^lga | 
modes, AGA ccumpatiblc:. 
aud»gi, tiSt ft swjivell StJiOd. 

only £274.99 



Disk Drives 




HBNWHEH ii HEW. NEW!! 
Op^ - """H Zip Drive 
•" .KMe.-£|89.99 




Amitek 1064 

M" Ccildur CGA 
VIdMi, Dljiiiial 



HS £199.991 1 

al RGB, Ajml^B Iniwjti. J I 



iffia M1438S 

Amiga. Branded Honkor 



iNITEK 



NEWn NEWU NEWU 
AMITEK 1.76Mb 

Extemai Drive Only£e4.99 

The Utcimatn; Amiga Drive 



'l.miga c 
I SainespedfkaticMiasdieMkr&vJiec 143$, 
I bucaJu hj|:s,bti|lcin Sterso 



£299.99 . 



Amiga External drive£49. 99 

A I 200/600internBldrive£39.99 
A5OO/S00+lnterna<drive£39.99 
A4 Orep Lacement d rive £ 



Peripherals 



NewMega Mouse+ 400 dpi ( 3 button) £ 1 2.99 
Mega Mou se 400 dpi (2 butt«i) £11.49 

Essential Mouse 4DQ dpi <2biJ«:an) £10.99 
MewJf A m Ig j mou sty S 6Cdpi. (3 buttonj 1 1 2,49 
IVewJi'SthLct^r Mt»uiv 40Qdpj jLI 9,49 

AlfaDati Cryjtal Trackball £34.99 

ZyFI-2 Speakers (S wattx/chuin«l) £26.99 
ZyFI Pro Speakers i; I A watts/channel} £57.99 
Rpbiishift (Autp moMteilritick switch) £9.99 



Amiga Modulator 
Amiga PSU 



£34.99 
£34,99 



KickscarE2.04 

KirkH^tnrtl.OS (for use in A6(H]i 
C I A &ilQA UO controller 
68aa2 Co Pro 25tnhz PLCC 
68Bd2 Co Pro 31 mhz PLC C 



i24.99 I 

£ia.99 
£34,99 
£39.99 



Turbotech f ealfame cluck cartridge 
ilT.Wtti any Amiga 



IModem 



Tabby 



Su^a^MMMoiBm 288 

■ UfiU IIE.20[l«]pi(v43bli}S Claiil AiPi^ 

• Silent &A<Up(lv«Arithvcr* Unique LCD Dliplay 

• V34 Standard • Flaih ROM 

• MComm Software • iinoiV/ift^jm 

only£l99.99 



i 



Ne wH Sup ra Express 2 88 
Only 
£174.99 

* LEOOIip^lar 
S V^4&xand:utl 

• MComm SoftwjK, 




* CIbs» \Skir3x 




Tni^iintMreiVi hu Ml 14400 baud.indudoiV.Jlblc, 

V.3I,V.12bii. VIl,Vll.MNP5.S,V,<3,V426ii.CH*H 

& I commandf . fitltll' 1 44l>(l Croup 3 FaN . iKCludei Free 

mademcLimm* (no^ Fft*>l/w* table 

only£l34.99 

Suprai mttdemi arc rotflABT af prev4d, h&nve-rer they 
p<trfi>rrn ax we'll £ often Dut pcrfDrm fkA&T appi'aw'd 
in fi lip r^S. Supra Mnleimi have at year llnvitcd wj^r amy 




[IRllobotiGS 



WE ARE PREFERRED USR DEALERS 




yi Sportslet288 

^jgSl on/y£/ 93.99 



Vl4 . 2E,fll)l> BPS, BABT ajiprovcd 
£HtV}2bts v^ai Faiccry V14 (lS,aGi|>tit«], 




Courier V34+ 

Dual Standard 
£257.99 

33,600 bps. 



ThtanazJr^ new graphics taiiilpcfn.'-r'^ ., , ,■ 
devek]p«dwiEh First Computer. 9i^-^ rated in 
Amiga Slwpper. Requifes 2,04 WBoribove. 



Scanners 



I Power Scan v4 £89.99 

m g/^ah on AGA AFTiiEas, 64 g^scale non AGA 

I PowerScan Col. £174.99 

I 24 biLcokKir scanner. <I6.7 million colours 

Alpha Scan 800 £99.99 

I 300 dp». 256 ffscais, works cm all Arrii^j 

Alpha Scan 256 £139.99 

256 g^caleJutl OCR software.HD req lo uw OCR 

lEpsonGTSOOO £439.99 

Cokiijr flatbed icaFxwr Parallel ffiierface hulk In. 
An Depanjmn t teanning wiftwarp. price iC99,99 



I CD ROM Software 


NewfJ i 7 BicThe 5th DimensLon 


£L7.49 


GoldFlsb2 


£24.49 


1 7 Bit Collecticiri (Dciub4«) 


£28.99 


G niix Sensations 


£17.49 


l7EitCorn:lnii*tJori 


l\A,49 


New.'.'C rolk r^ E nCyclD|Mdi:a 2 




tt l7BitPha^4 


£14-49 


Illusions in 3D 


laM 


a 1 7 Bit/LSD compendium 1 or2 


£ 1 6.99 


Light ROM 


£29,99 


8 New!.' [7BlL<'LSDconnpendiurrk3 


£16,99 


Ught Works 


£29,99 


^ Adult SensaEloni II {Over 1 S's) 


£ 1 7,99 


Magic llltiiions 


£11,41 


New.';' Ami net 8 


£14.49 


NewJJMt«mgP«aH*3 


£8,91 


Aminet collection{ AFnineC 1-4) 


£24.49 


MultiMedia ToalKit 2 (^xCD'f) 


£27.99 


^-j iMeiv.'JAtninet calle<T[an2(AifnlnttS4j 


£^4.49 


New.7Nci:work2CD 


£12.49 


NewJJ A mot User^ CD V«r 2. 


C 1 &.99 


Newr.'N FA AC A Experien ce 


£87.99 


Anihn^titirtt (Double) 


£ 1 T.49 


NewPriceTJ Prima CD VoL t 


£9.94 








£ 1 T.4t 


BCI Net 2 


£8.99 


ProfTettPOnal Utilities 


£f7.49 


NewJ:'C64 Sensations 


£16.49 


r^w.rJSci.fi Seni.iiiQn» 




CAM (Double) 


£22.49 


Space And Ajtronomy 


£16,99 


CD-PD 1 


£8.99 


NewJi' S peccy Sensations 1 1 


£ 1 7.41 


CD'FD 1 


£8.99 


The Beauty of Chaoi 


£|].49 


CD.PDJ 


£6.99 


Tenon Ten pack ( 1 flxCD's) 


£37.99 


CD.PD4 


£ 1 2.99 


MswJJU PD Col d C D (4 K C D's) 


£27.91 


Demo CD t 


£B.99 


MewJ-Jy/Lirltl or Pinups > 


£ 1 4.'9^ 


DemoCD2 


£5.99 


WPD Hottest S 


£17.91 


NewJfEuroscene 1 


£11.99 


Weird Science Fonts 


£K.91 


Fractal UnlverjK 


£17.49 


Weird Science Clipart 


£8.99 


FreshFJsba 


£27.49 


Weird Science Animadon 


£ 1 6.91 


Newlttj 1 obail Amiga Experience 


£37.99 


JVewJ? World Info 9S 


£34.91 


ColdPish 1 


£24.49 


NtwlfLaam 


£16.99 


FREEil Prima Sh are wai-e CD-ROM worth £ 1 with every 


orderofCD-ROMsofitwareover£30 





Canon 



ICancinBJ30 £184.97 

I Portmhl* men, pwiwittr, lepapiASFtuWW 

|CanonBJC7IJColour £289.99 

„ . Ublcccil4Hjrpriiiter. 3tl pam^ASF. 

ICanonBpSOex £207.99 

Hi^ quality moiu>prinE«ir-. virtual 7 20 dpi. 

Canon BJC4000Cc.lour £589,99 

Highquafctj CDlQUK.ifaii in\)^i> BrHiitinE3*0dpL 

CanonBjC600eCDlaiir £4 12. 99 

Ei'il^iceitculaurprirrtcr, vlrtiaJ TlC dpi. 

Canon LPB460 Laser £3fi9.99 

G Dl printer, A jupJrrt, HP LjiiKTJrt II emula(kin. 



Mcgftir 



• StarLC90i,i„,„™„ £107.99 

3 ASF built In.ptjiti crafti^f (bpciottaJ, 
SiarLCIO0ipi„c,l<,„r £119.99 
IMipsdFaft.^i£piNLq,A.riig-. driven. 
StarLC24(li<pii,r,™nd £123.99 
I ff! £JM drifE.Mi.Ji ASF buiie i, . 
ScarLC240C2ipii,i:(,ie„r £145.99 
ASFlMJii,in, 41.Qri,nts. 
SearSJI44cdi,dr £229,99 

C^^l^w thermal transfer prlnier. Iciw runnli'ig 



Printers 



CITIZEN 



All CJciicn prlnrii^f havt a ^ year warranty 

ABCCDlQurpriFiter £I4S.99 

SrTipltfai ea^iT a^ABC] cci uuh 24 pinprin^. 



Consumables 



New Printiva 600c 

• New Micro Dry pHnc technology 

• 600 dpi Colouri'l20Q dpi mono 

• Amiga driven prtwid^d /TjQfi QQ 



im 



HEWLETT* 
PACKARD 



EPSON 

Newr^St^lui Colour II £335.M 

7 20 dpi. ^pfm &Ib«1i, Jppm Colour, 

NEw(i Stylus C olo u r fl i s £170.99 

71'Odpl. l-Spprrt BUcl^ S ppm Cob jr. 

NewU Stytus 820 £234,99 

7ID dpi, J.Sppm Black, Colour Up^raditatiEr. 

Newf^StylusPrdi £4^^.99 

TJOxJKl 'i%M, Phinco.Rtil qi«ality [nitput. 

EPL]Q0OLaserPrinter £439.99 

A ppn», Jon dpi, Ittt m^mnrj, (SOiNee* ASF 

The perfect accompan im ent 

for a high quality colour prFnter 

NEW! I GTX-S 00 .-,.ol ■ ■^.^^^■. :. . ,-, 

ONLY!;£439,99 



We^/H P 3 4 Po rtable £224.99 

C:t\iiar up^radcablc poirtable printer 

New/HPfiOO £242.99 

Cotaurupprailealilonncinii It* j«i' Col, HitH l-flff. 

HP660Cd[Jur £319.99 

hJchvcDlDur InFcJ^t Trori^ hjl*, 

NPBSO Colour £429.99 

6D0M>tlH djij up to 4 i^ptim mana, Ip.yrn colaur 

NewfHPSL Laser printer £449.99 

^pjpi^adodpi 

NeivJ HP SP Laser printer £715,99 

ft [iipfmi(ll>dpi 



Wt would bt happy to quote 

you an any make or model of 

^ prii^ter that may not be listed. 



Miscellaneous 

Printer Switch Box 2 way £12,99 

Printer Switch Sox 3 way £17,99 

PriFiterStands(UnEverjal) £4.99 

1 ,6 Metre printer cabJe £4.99 

3 Mttre printercabJe £6,99 

£ M etre pri nter cablt^ i 6.99 

IC^MetreprlniercAblK £12.99 

f^aniitr-l port extension cable £9.99^ 



Ribbons 




CitixeF>SwifU'ABC mono 


£3.99 


Citizen Swift/ABC colour 


£12,99 


Star LC90 mono ribbon 


£4.99 


Star LCJO'IOQ mono 


£3.69 


Star LCI 0^1 £10 colour 


£7.99 


Star ;tC24&c colour 


£13.99 


Star LC24C}c mono 


£a,99 


Star LC240 mono 


£5,99 


Star LC24-IO/2IIH3JJD0 Colour 


£13.99 


Re-Ink Spray for moni^ ribbons 


£11.99 



We stock a v^ide ran^e of 

consumables for all printers 

Lasers, Dot Matrix and 

Inkjets old and new. 



PREMIER-INK 
Cartridge Refills 

Save ji fortdrte in runnFngciiib wltbyourinkT 

bubble jrt. Ccmpatrble with the MP CeikJ«L 

»rieT. Canen B|IOU^fi/SllJI3[>J3[HMlDDntJCt, Star 

SJ4a, Citizen ProjMcaid "mhyirthen. 
SingFe refills <23ml) £6,99 

Twin refflls (44m]) £ 1 2.99 

Three colour kit (66ml) £19.99 

F utt c oIq u r ki t (BBml) £27.99 

Bulkreflllj (l2Sml) £24.99 

Printer repair specialists call 
for quote 



Ink Cartridges 

Canon BJIO/SUrSJ46 
Canon BJ200^23fl 
Canon BJ3C (3 pack) 
Canon BJC 70 mono (3 pack) 
Canonfi|C TO i;olour(Jpack) 
Canon BJC 4000 calaur(slrigl«) 
Canon BJC 4000 nnono {single] 
CAnon G)C 4000 mono hfgb cap. 
Canon BJ C 6 OOe^ m ono h igh cap. 
Canon BJC 600e colour 
H P.Doshjet CO lour 
HP. Deskjet double mono 
HP. Dcisltiet 660 double mono 
HP.Dtskpet 660 coJoitr 
Epson Stylus trtArio 
Epson Stylus colour 
EpsonStylusCol.ll/S/&2DMano 
Epson Stylus Col, ll/S^&20 Colour 
Epson Stylus B20 colour upgri^ide 
Star SJ 144 monoFcolaur(single) 

Covers 
All princer dust covers 

Paper 
Fanfold f tractor reed) 500 sheets 
Fanfold (cractor Teed) 1 000 sheets 
Fanfold ft^^ctnr feed) 2000 sheets 
Single sheet 500 sheets 
Single shee t 1 000 sheets 
Single sheet: 2000sheets 
Epson Stylus 720 dpi paper pack 



£19.99 

£19. 

£13.99 

£12.99 

£16.99 

£ 1 6.99 

£7.99 
£28.99 
CIO.49 

£a..99 
£26.99 
£24,99 
£2S,99 
£27.99 
CIS, 99 
£36.99 
£17.99 
£24,99 
£94,99 

£6.99 



£4.99 
£3.^9 
£ I 7.99 
£4.99 
£5.^9 
£17.99 
£ 1 2.49 



Disks 




BulkDSDD 
10 1 U. 49 1 00 X £29.99 

30 1 {9.99 200 X £54.99 

!Oi£IS.99 :O0Ktna.99 

Branded DSDD 

I0x£4.99 ia0x£]5.9« 

30 x£ [2.99 200 > £63.99 

50x£i5.9» 500x£l42,99 

Bulk DSHD 

I0x£3.99 100 X £33.99 

30x£l 1.99 2DQx£59.99 

S0x£l7.99 500l£l34.99 

Branded DSHD 

IOx£S.99 ] 00 X £47.99 

30k£I5.99 200 1 £84.99 

50 1 £25.99 SOOxt 190.99 



i 



iik labels xSOO I 
isk labels X 1 000 £ 
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This month in Amiga Sliopper's news pages: the Power Amiga announced; a special report from the 
Computer '95 Show in Cologne; Silica have a new owner; plus loads more! 



Special Re 



The Amiga is back 
in production and 
it has reappeared 
on the shelves of 
many retail 
outlets all over the globe, but 
this doesnt mean that its 
future is assured as a serious 
computing platform. Why? 
Because even though the 
Amiga's custom chipset- based 
architecture is more advanced 
than most PCs it is sadiy 
lacking in one respect - speed. 
There is no denying it, the 
Amiga needs a serious speed 
boost if it is going to hold its 
own against its Pentium and 
PowerMac competition. 

Until recently, Amiga 
Technologies have been evasive 
when questions have lead to their 
plans to improve the performance 
of the three-year-old AG A 
machines (the A1 200 and A4000). 
Unlike Commodore who made 
known plans for projects that had 
not begun, Amiga Technologies 
have not made hasty 




announcements to mollify the 
Amiga press and users. Instead, 
they have gone away, done their 
research and then said, here, this 
is what the future of the Amiga will 
be. And that future will be the 
Power Amiga, 

In an announcement made 
at the Video Toaster Expo in LA, 
and later at the Computer '95 
show in Cologne, Gemnany, Petro 
Tyschtschenko, President of 
Amiga Technologies, revealed that 
the nejrt generation of Amigas will 
be based upon Motorola's 
PowerPC processors. 

The first step 

Work has been underway for some 
time on integrating the Amiga 
Operating System with this RISC- 
based processor and we should 
see the first Power Amigas from 
Amiga Technologies in the first 
quarter of 1997. However, this is 
just a first step because Mr. 
Tyschtschenko commented; "Our 
pre-emptive multitasking Operating 
System Amiga OS will be ported 
to the PowerPC platform first. Our 
goal is to make our OS hardware 
independent to allow further ports 
on other platforms". 

This is exciting news and 
shows a clear distinction between 
the operation methods of 
Commodore and Amiga 
Technologies, as Petro's further 
comments highlight; "We have a 
clear business plan: We do things 
consequently, step by step. First 
we ramped up the production and 
set up an organisation to handle 
the Amiga market and satisfy the 
demand. Now that we have 
achieved this successfully we 
focus on research and 




Some of the things that separated 
the Computer '95 Show from most 
other events were the 
announcement of plans for the 
Power Amiga generation of 
machines and a new board that 
will upgrade existing machines to 
PowerPC processors. One of the 
biggest sellers at the show was 
the Amiga Magic bundle. 



"We have 
a clear 

business plan. 
We clothings 
step by step." 



development to bhng new and 
better products on the market. 

"One of the mistakes the 
former Commodore made was to 
do too many things at a time, they 
made too many promises and 
therefore lost focus on important 
aspects of its business. We have 
learned from these mistakes and 
won't repeat them. Commitments 
and promises are nice, but facts 
are better." Well, that should 
give you an idea of Amiga 
Technologies' grand plan, t)ut what 
will this mean to Amiga users? 

As mentioned earlier, the 
Amiga will be able to run a lot 
faster with the PowerPC chip as it, 
the 604, can run at speeds in 
excess of 100MHz. Obviously, this 
is good news for people involved 
in graphics, multimedia and other 
processor- hungry tasks. 

The new range of Amigas will 
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also be backwards-compatible, so 
there will be no problem running 
current software. However, there 
will be an added advantage, 
because the 604 chip is good at 
emulating other CPUs - it will be 
possible to make the next 
generation of Amigas compatible 
with PC software. Although we 
have a healthy supply of software, 
it would be nice to able to run 
software such as Adobe 
Photoshop on an Amiga. 

However, these days seem a 
long way off, which is why Amiga 
Technologies have been working 



covertly with the German 
peripheral manufacturer Phase V - 
the people responsible for the 
Blizzard range of accelerators and 
Cybervision 64 display card. This 
has resulted in the development of 
a Power PC upgrade board that 
should be available at some time 
during the first quarter of 1 996. 

So, the Amiga's future is 
looking very good. The Amiga will 
get the speed increase it needs, 
and owners of existing machines 
will be able upgrade. And it w 
still be an Amiga complete with 
AmigaDOS and Workbench. ■ 




Computer '95 Show 



The Computer '95 Show, 
(Cologne, Germany, 10-12 
November), was not simply staged 
to announce Amiga Technologies' 
plans for a new range of Amigas, it 
also happens to be the biggest 
Amiga show in Europe. It had a 
staggering attendance of over 
25,000, just on the Saturday. 

There was an astounding 
number of new products on 
display, both software and 
hardware. Although nominally an 
all-format show, the overwhelming 
number of people weanng Amiga 
T-shirts and the fact that barely 
half a dozen of the stands were 
PC or Mac-related left ro doubt as 
to the purpose of the show - 
buying Amiga stuff. 

The Amiga stand attracted 
one of the largest crowds because 
several new products were on 
display, including the A4000T, 
Virtual Reality i-glasses, the 
Q-drive 1241 CD-ROM drive, 
music and networking software, 
and an all-new C++ compiler. 

The busiest bit of the stand 
was the network area where 
several Amigas linked via the latest 
version of Interworks' ENLAN-DFS 
hardware and their l-Net 225 and 
TNet software. The ENLAN-DFS 
adds Ethernet connectivity through 
the A1 200's PCMCIA port, while 
l-Net uses the TCP/IP protocol to 
connect to the Net, Of great 
interest to 3D buffs was the T-Net 
Lightwave render farm software 
which makes sharing rendering 
projects between machines easy. 

As there has been a shortage 
of C-i-i- compilers it was little 
wonder that the Amigas running 
the new Storm compiler were 
packed with eager programmers. 
We can expect to see Storm C 
shipping in its international version 
early in the first quarter of 1996. 

Surprisingly, there were more 




Jordi La Forge eat your heart out ■ 
the VR i-glasses In action. 



"There was an 



number of 
new products 
on display." 



people viewing the i-glasses than 
the Q-drive. This may be because 
most serious German Amiga users 
already have a CD-ROM drive. 

Phase V drew another large 
crowd - they stole the limelight 
last year. Last time it was for the 
Cyberstorm and Cybervision, this 
time it was the Blizzard 1 260 - a 
Cyberstorm for the A1 200 - and 
the Power Up accelerator. 

The Power Up is the board 
developed hand in hand with 
Amiga Technologies to upgrade 
existing machines to Power PC 
compatibility and performance. 
The first board should be ready for 
distribution early in 1996 and will 
be based on the Motorola 
MPC603e processor. This RISC- 
based processor accelerates an 
Amiga to 100MHz. A later board 
based on the MPC604 is 
expected to run at 1 50MHz. The 
first board will be for the A4000 - 
boards for the A1 200 and A3000 
will follow. The board will operate 
on a 64-bit Local Bus system 
which allows for fast data transfer. 



prototype of the 
Blizzard 1S60 




The 1 260 Blizzard also drew 
attention. The 1 260 is the A1 200 
version of the amazing Cyberstorm 
060-based accelerator - that can 
boost the computing power of the 
A1 200 to over 80MIPS (Million 
Instruction Per Second), This is 
two to three times faster than most 
040-based accelerators and a real 
blessing for A1 200 owners into 
3D graphics, The final version of 
the board will be smaller and 
Phase V are now waiting for more 
of the 060 chips from Motorola 
before they go into full production. 

The busiest software stand 
was Maxon's who had a variety of 
eKciting programs on display. 
Chief among these was Cinema 
4D v3 Pro. Version 3 has several 
enhancements including lens flares, 
inverse kinematics with limited 
movement and an incredible 
speed increase of between 2 and 
1 times faster depending on the 
scene complexity. There are also 
three new expansion modules: 
CinemaWorld - for creating 
landscapes, CinemaFont - for 
converting Type 1 fonts to smooth 
3D objects and CinemaTree - a 
fractal tree generator. 

Other Maxon products were 
DiskMAGIC, MaxonMAGIC, a 
collection of professional quality 
objects for Cinema 4D and 
MaxonMULTI MEDIA. Also there 
was a new organiser based on 
Twist 2, It uses the power and 
flexibility of Twist, and it will be 
available as a stand-alone too. 

Things are certainly looking up 
in Germany and a show like this 
would do wonders for the English 
market, but hopefully we'll have 
the World Of Amiga Show, which 
should be taking place sometime 
in March, but Amiga Technologies 
couldn't confirm the dates or 
venue as we went to press. More 
news as soon as we can! ■ 
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He's Back.,. 

Folhtinng on from the origimd gwund- 
hreaking Squirrel SCSI Inlerfoce, HiSoft ii 
pwund toamiiiunci; Surf Squirrel. Offering 
even higher SCSI performuneef suta-ix}otlng, 
and an uUra-fsst serial port. Surf Squirrel is 
the ideal expansion peripheral for yourAmigii 
AlZOO. Squirrel is also tlte only SCSI 
expansion that is hot plug and unplug, 
requires no opening of your Amiga, no 
technical knowledge and does not invalidate 
your imrrantyt Contact HiSoft for more 
infortnatian on the amazing Surf Squirrel- 




Amiga Zip Tools 

exclusively from HiSoft 

Zip drives from HiSoft include everything 
you need to get going on a SCSI-aware 
Amiga: the Zip 100 drive^ a 100Mb cartridge, 
all necessary leads and a complete set of 
software, programmed by HiSoft, including: 

• Ertiv access drivers ■ Temporary unprotect 

• Password protect • Cartridge initialisatioit 

• Write polectlon • Cartridge eject 



The Best-Value 
Hard Drives 



If you want a SCSI hard drive then HiSoft 
has the one to suit your needs; whether 
you are looking for an internal drive-^w,,':- 
your tower case, A30O0/A400O etc, or ail 
external ICb beast-of-a-drive for ahy 
SCSI-aware Amiga, we can supply, r 
Based on only the highest quaJitj' 
mechanisms from top supplier's, with full 
manufacturer's warranty, our hard drives 
are fully tested for all ,^miga computers 
and come with our own additional 
warranty and, technical support. 

Hard Drives 

SCSI 2.5" IDE 

420Mb iiiwriDl £159 lOMbinteimi £54.95 

420Mb fstetnal £229 65Mb intcfiui £69.95 

ICbtofflal £299 120Mb irttrn.,! £99.95 

lCbi-«tCTn>l £369 170Mb inteiMl £124.95 



The floppy drive for 
the multimedia age 

This newest, most portable 
exchangeable hard disk drive weighs 
in at just lib, has fast transfer and 
access times (up to IMb/s transfer, 
28ms seek), easily fits in your hand, 
your bag or your briefcase, stores up 
to 100Mb on floppy-sized disks, is 
perfect for all types of application 
and is priced at a level that will make 
you want to unzip your wallet 
immediately! 

Price inc 100Mb cartridge, extra 
100Mb cartridges £15.95 or less! 




Disk Magic 



£39.95 



Newly released. Disk Magic (scrccnshol on Ehc left), is 
Hie ultimiate file (ind disk mandgement utility for your 
Amiga. DiskMAGIC makes every task you perform - 
from the copying of a file, to the extraction of an 
archived file, as simple a& a clicking on a button) In fact, 
after using EHskMAGIC, you'll wonder how you ever 
used you Amiga without it! 

DtskMAGlC ij> exceptionally configurable, with the 
ability to alter window layout, file types, action buttons, 
fonts, screen mode, archive handling, viewers and more. 

DiskMAGIC is compatible with all Amigas running WB2 
(or higher) and with 1.5MB or more of free memory. 



;3$"if^^ 



As music experts (all sampler products are -»» ^_ 
our own design, built and programmed in *99 « 9 5 

the UK), you can trust HiSoft to deliver the 
right package for you; a professional Midi 
interface (ProMidi £24.95), a great-value, 
S-bit direct-to-disk sampler (Megalosound 
i;24.95) or a superb quality 12/16-l)it stereo, 
direct-to-disk PCMCIA unit (Aura), both 
samplers have superb real-time effects. 
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Termite 



£39.95 




us^ 



Afraid of becoming a hedgehog on the 
hiformation Super Highway? Don^t %vorry[ 
Termite is so easy to use that even a first time 
telecommunicator will feel at home- 
Termite is 100% WB2 Style Guide compliant and provides 
you with all of the modern user interface features to 
really enjoy playing in the highway! 
Termite supports both the Amiga XPR and XEM libraries 
as well as having its own internal ZModem. Termite is 
compatible with all Amigas running WB2 (or higher) with 
1 MB or more of free memory and all modems. 



Wc offer internal or external SCSI bard 
drives and CD-ROM drives. Internal 
devices are suitable for moiuiting in 
the A15()0, A20O0, A3n()n and A400U 
and cnme with necessary leads & 
screws whiisi the external drives are 
supplied in our professional Squirrel 
cases (.available separately) wiiiclt 
include integral psu, all SCSI 
connections and cormection leads of 
your choice (at a small exh-a cost). 



Cfnefna4D 



£199.95 



This exciting new package is available at the amazingly-low 

price of only £199.95, Cinema4D is set to revolutionise the 

3D-rendering and animation market. 

Cinema4D provides an easy-to-use multi-tasking editor; 

replete ivith every conceivable option including 

mutti- window editing, interactive modelling, direct 

modelling in 3D, basic and complex primitives, ea&y object 

manipulation, hierarchies, an optimised FPU/CPU version 

and much morel 

Cinema4D also includes a comprehensive file conversion 

utility to allow full import of your current objects. 



Coming Soon... 



• CD32 Biid CDTVemuJatm softiimre so 
\lu\i yQu can all those games and other 
tit}(^ such a$ Video Creator. 

• Jki great-lsx^ing Aim ACD-300 
CD-ROM drive; a fast doubk-speed 
CD-ROM with f nil SCSI speciftcatiotj piiis 
complete audio coniroli, on the front so thai 
you am play music CDs directl^^Flus an 
infi}nmii-cc LCD panei. n. 

All this, packaged together, at a tru! 
superb price, with full 1 year warran 

and technical support from HiSoft. 



Svper-Value 
CD-ROM Pack 



HiSoft has done it again with a 
brilliant multimedia pack of 
Squirrel SCSI interface, Aiwa 
ACD-5t10 CD-ROM and the 

Almathera 10-on-lO pack of CDs! 
Just look at what you getr 

• The amazit^g^ trend-setting Squirrel 
SCSI interface which oifowjs rip to 7 
jxripherals (hard drive, QD-ROM, 
Zip, scanner etc) to be 
daisy-chained together. 

The Almalhera W-on-W^ckofCDs; this is 
10 CDs including the Tktm Yankee game, 
TWO clip-art images, the Rhistrated Works of 
Shakespeare, a Comms, Inietnd & .,*--"'' 
Ndimrkiiig CI^, Vte World Vista Atlas, 
1000s of fonts, a cmnptete photo library and 
much, much morfJ ^^^^^^^^ 




MFEG 



Squirrel 
ITMPEG 




lUfSCJ-IWnEiL: 



it rHM-PC Cfl(np.*lihlL' 



Bring the cinema into your home and onto your 
computer with Squirrel MPEG. Playing the popular 
VideoCD and CDI CD-ROMs, Squirrel MPEG 
brings high quality digitally mastered images and 
16-bit stereo sound to you and your Amiga, 
Squirrel MPEG is a SCSI peripheral that can be used 
in conjuncdon with any SCSI controller^ such as the 
Squirrel and any VideoCD compatible CD-ROM^ 
Squirrel MPEG can also be used as a stand-alone uni 
as an addition to your TV^ Video and Hi-Fi setup. 



'Squirrel MPEG requires a SCSI CD-ROM thai js CDi"' (Green Book} or VidecyCD 
(White Book} compatible. Check your CD-ROM supplier for cornpatibilit^ details. 

Order Hotline w w • rn #* 

(© 0500 223660 HlS#lt 

SYSTEMS 



To order any of the products shown on this page 
(or any other HiSoft title) - just call us, free of 
charge, on 050(1 2M660, armed with your credit 
or debit card; we will normally despatch within 
4 working days (£4 P&P) or, for only £6 within 
the UK, by guaranteed next day delivery (for 
goods in stock). Alternatively, you can send us a 
cheque or postal orders, made out to HiSoft. All 
prices include VAT lixport orders: please call or 
fax to confirm pricing and postage costs. 
©1995 HiSoft, E&OE. 



The Old School, Greenfield 
Bedford MK45 5DE UK 

Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181 
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716 



AU prices include UK 
VAT (w 17.5% 



Zip is a trademark 
of Iomega Inc 
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Words at your fingertips 



Hoi on the heels of Word worth 
4SE, which comes bundled with 
the Amiga Magic packs, is the 
latest version of Digita's powerful 
word processing program. 
Wordworth 5 is due for release in 
January 1996 and incorporates 
many new features. Not only is the 
program faster than before, but it 
also now has drag and drop style 
sheets, footnotes, intelligent 
internal printer font support for 
laserjet printers, background 
printing and ARexx support - to 
mention just a few of the 
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New reatures 



^ 



Bullet points are easy with the 
new Bullet Points tooE. 



4 



2 You can even select a number, or 



in fact, any character to use 
instead of a plain bullet point! 
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improvements. Tlie upgrade from 
version 3 or later will cost £29.99, 
and the upgrade from other 
versions {including other word 
processors) costs £39.99. 



We will have the full review of 
Wordworth 5 just as soon as we 
get our hands on the programi 
Call Digita on « 01395 270273 
for further details. 



Smart storage 

If you find yourself short of storage 
space, one solution would be to get hold 
of the new SyQuest EZ-135 removable 
cartridge drive. This drive aims to be a 
direct competitor to the Iomega Zip drive 
- it has an extra 35Mb of capacity for a 
start, The EZ-135 is available as either 
IDE or SCSI and we will be reviewing 
the SCSI version in our February issue. 
So watch this space I 

The SyQuest EZ drive (including 
SCSI lead and a 135Mb cartridge) 
costs £1 99. For further info contact 
Almathera on ^ 01 81 687 0040. 



Pile up! 



In last month's Virus Killer feature, we mentioned that Christopher Pile 

was the first person to be prosecuted under the Computer Misuse 

Act for creating viruses. Since then he has been sentenced, receiving 

1 8 months in prison for his actions. His viruses, Pathogen and Queeg 

(names inspired by Red Dwarf), have caused 

damage that could run into millions of 

pounds. Microprose estimated their loss 

at £500,000. He also created a 

program called Smeg designed to 

make viruses harder to find and 

provided a manual. In his defence, 

his lawyer described Pile as a sad 

recluse. Bet he's even sadder now 

that he's inside. 




Amiga Shopper's mail order buying guide 



To make buying by mail order as easy and as safe as 

possible, Amiga Shopper has pjt together the 
following top 10 tips to buying mail order products: 

Before you send any money for goods, telephone 
i' the supplier to make sure that the item you 
require is in stock. 

Ask questions about the company's policy on 
delivery and returns of faulty equipment. Make suie 
there are no hidden costs such as postage and 
packing. Find out when you can realistically expect to 
receive your goods. 

Always read the small print on advertisements. 



•=• Beware of companies that do not include their 

address on their advertisements. Avoid 
companies which do not answer or return your calls. 

/i^ Pay by credit card where you can. If ordering 

"^ goods of more than £100 in total value, you are 
legally entitled to claim compensation from some 
credit companies if the retailer goes bust. Check your 
credit card company's policy. You can also try to get 
extra insurance in advance. 



5 Always keep records, if you are buying by credit 
card, keep a note of the time of the order and ask 
for an order number. When ordering anything over 
the telephone, always double-check the price. 

6 If you're not paying by credit card, pay by cheque. 
Never send cash, and avoid using postal orders. 

7 If you are sending a cheque, keep a note of the 
cheque number, the date and the exact value. 
Make sure you know the exact name of the mail 
order company. 

8 When you receive your goods, check them 
carefully. If anything Is missing or faulty, contact 
tlie supplier immediately. 

9 Always order goods from the most recent issue of 
Amiga Shopper. 

■|^ If a problem arises, contact the supplier in the 
I V first instance. Calmly and politely tell them your 
problem. Most problems turn out to be minor hitches 
or misunderstandings that can easily be resolved 
without taking the matter further. If you think you 
have a grievance, contact your local Trading 
Standards Officer. The number is in the phone book. 



Titbits 



Print perfection? 

Budding Amiga artists (or indeed 
professionals) can now have their 
artwork printed out on vinyl. 
Norgria are a new company who 
have set therrselves up with a 
thermal printer and they can 
produce work in strips of 290mm 
high at any length. 

You can use coloured or clear 
vinyl and the finished work is 
mounted on board or perspex, or 
you can have it supplied in roll 
form if you prefer. Call Norgna on 
W0121 643 5492, for their prices 
and further information. 



Spinning discs 

Professionals or amateurs alike 
can soon take advantage of a new 
CD full of fonts from Cloanto. The 
Kara Collection contains the 
complete collection of ColorFonts, 
AnimFonts, Starfields and 
Plaquegrounds, plus a full set of 
support tools by Kara Computer 
Graphics and Cloanto. 

The Kara Collection should 
cost around £49.95 and will be 
available by the time you read this. 
For more info call Cloanto on 
o 0039 432 545 902 (Italy). 

Soft-Logilc 

In our December issue news 
pages we said that you could get 
PageStream 3 for $95, or $60 for 
those on a budget, These prices 
are actually the upgrade costs 
from an eariier version of the 
software. The actual price of 
PageStream 3 is $225. 

We would like to apologise 
for any inconvenience caused. 
Soft-Logik can be contacted on 
sQOI 314 256 9595, 



FutureNet 

Don't forget that Amiga Shopper 
also has a strong presence on the 
Internet. In fact, all of Future 
Publishing magazines do. Just 
point your browser at 
h ftp ://ww w.f ut urenet.co.uk, 
FutureNet is a free-entry 
passworded Website. 
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'If it sounds like T raved, then Fve communicated successfully exactly how groo\7 this product is 

Ami-FileSafe 



"It makes as much difference as adding some fast SCSI Zorro III controller from hell". 
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P^o versio* 



Test FFS 

DirScan 409 
CreateFile 227 
leadPiie 244 
and write 4 



AFS Units 

1780 FJlcs/Seci 

1073 k/sec : 

1363 k/sec ' 



^'^"■*nmlti-iis»**''* „jA.miga multitasking capabililv to the max". AFS: the Amiga Power Tool! 
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Up to650Megon 

-poo 7 S ' ^"^ ■^^'^ ^^^"^ '■''^^^ 

^^-^•/■-'/NoMuFS 

^ p&p £3 J Private user licence 




^^ ^ xvo*^ ^S^P' ~ - - - Otherwise as Pro- Version -.__.^..t..,.-...__-^ 

"Tried with Mail Manager again. My *GOD* it was amazing! lossing sped up from around 500 messages/niin up to 1200 or so!' 
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Vithout AFS ! -no thanks" 

' I NEWA1200^s&A4000s 
Ensure you get AFS with your new Amiga - 
Without AFS you are hkely to have an an unvahdated 
hard drive if you reset or your system crashes whilst 
writing to disk. 

Dealers- ask your distributor for details of our special 
OEM offer- 
Remember buy your new Amiga with AFS from 
a reputable dealer. 




<8> 



v^ 



V' 



.Mft' 



A\)e 



,ve\oP 



ffle nts Certifie d A miga Developer s OJi 7 



H 



Distributors 

: FLDistributioii 
ernianj: Stefan Ossowskis Schatztruhe 
weden: Orebro Videoreklani 
taly: Db-Line 
A Fourth Level outh frica :MLSy stems 
Development ; SA: AIM 
Distributor & Dealer Enquiries +44 (0) 117 955 8225 






%s 



'''>S< 



r«- 



<.^ 



UK Orders to FLDistribution 31 Ashley Hill Montpelier Bristol BS6 5JA 



%. 



VISA 



Issue 58 



January 1996 



ShopperNews 



SDL and Silica sold 



In our news pages last month, we reported that Silica 
and SDL's parent company Prodis PLC had applied for 
an Administration Order to sort out theiir financial 
problems. We can now report that Prodis PLC have 
been bought out by Anglo Corporation PLC. 

Why are we telling you all this? Well, Silica are 
the UK's leading Amiga specialist - they have 22 
stores around the country and Anglo say they want to 



increase that number, so that means even more places 
to buy Amigas! 

"Our immediate focus will be to concentrate on 
taking full advantage of the busy Christmas season", 
said Stuart Tidy (joint chairman of Anglo), unsurprisingly. 

Anglo have promised to honour all Silica's 
customer warranties and product deposits that were 
placed with Silica before they bought the company. 



AMOS warning 



We ran a news story last month 
about the programming language 
AMOS being re-released by 
Ultimate Software early in 1996. 

We have since talked to Ian 



McFegan the Financial Director of 
Europress Software (the original 
publishers of AMOS) who said, 
"There is nothing signed as yet with 
Ultimate Software". 



We have also been contacted 

by the author of the AMOS 
Dialogue Procedures who says 
that the rights to it do not belong to 
Ultimate Software. 

We are at present trying to 
discover what the situation with 
AMOS is and will bring you more 
news as soon as it is confirmed. 



image upgrade 

Way back in our September 1 995 issue we reviewed 
the image manipulation program ImageFX 2.0 in our 
paint package Supertest. We gave it a stonking 94 per 
cent and said it was a "top-rated image processor and 
graphics tool" Now Nova Design have announced a 
new upgrade to this excellent program. 

The main difference of this new version is that 
ImageFX 2.1a features extensive support for Newtek's 
Video Toaster - it supports real-time painting and 
image processing directly on the Toaster's output 
display, and rendering to the Toaster. 

There are plenty of other new features, including 
a blue/green screen compositing system called 
CineMatte, CyberGraphX and support for any SCSI 
Epson Scanner plus improved pnnter support and full 
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use of the PNG (the GIF replacement) file format. 

Image FX 2.1a will cost $349.95 (approx. £230). 
Upgrades are available to registered owners of 
lmageFX2,0 or higher. Call Nova Design (USA) on 
sOOl 804 282 6528. 




It'll huff and it'll puff and it'll blow your house down. Of 
course it won't. But January's AMIGA POWER will 
have you frothing at the mouth. 

Enticing you like a lean bit of bacon frying in 
pig's fat, the return of Zeewolf is heralded with a 
review of Binary Asylum's zeewolfier sequel and a 
Coverdisk demo too. 

As Leading Lap finally reaches the finishing line 
that are AMIGA POWER'S pages, Sensi's new SWOS 
stretches its lead at the top. Team 1 7's Worms 
wriggles into the fray while Hillsea Lido, a seaside 
management sim, just lies back and enjoys the view. 

January's issue of AMIGA POWER has quality 
written al! over it. 

On sale; Thursday, 21 st December, 

An Editor 
Amiga Power 



AMKS^ 

FORMAT 

In the very next issue of Amiga Format we don our 
scientific research garb and bring you tremendous 
news and thrilling insights into the world of MPEG, the 
standard for digital full motion video playback. As well 
as looking at some new Amiga hardware, we'll also be 
taking a detailed look at the police force which is using 
Amigas to keep on top of crime. 

Of course, that's not all. We'll also have reviews of 
MainActor, Linkit, MapleV, and the rather stunning 
Impact system from AntiGravity. Then there's Zeewolf 2 
reviewed and on the Coverdisk, Effigy's Prelude, a 
complete review of the year and all the things you need 
to help you and your Amiga make it through the holiday 
period. Amiga Format January 1 996, on sale Thursday, 
21st December. 

Nick Veltch, 
Editor 



Titbits 



More GrAC 

If you are having fun with this 
month's Coverdisk demo of GrAC 
2, you might be interested to know 
that this month's Amiga Power, 
January 1 996, has the complete 
game. Lethal Formula, created with 
GrAC 2 on its Coverdisks, So if 
you want to take a further look at 
GrAC's capabilities, check it ouL 
The full version of GrAC 2 is 
available from F1 Licenceware on 
ST 01 392 438802, for £6.99. 



No Clarissa 3 

The rather excellent Clarissa 3, 
reviewed in AS56| no longer has a 
UK distributor. It has been 
withdrawn from the lists of 
Burgess Video Group and has yet 
to find a new UK distributor. 
Unfortunately, the creators of 
Clarissa 3 have wanted to charge 
UK buyers, trying to obtain the 
program direct around three times 
the price that Burgess were selling 
it for. Should the situation change, 
we'll keep you informed. 



Doh! 

In the Christmas issue we printed 
E.M.Computergraphic's phone 
number incorrectly. Anyone trying 
to get hold of their Phase 1 CD 
should phone o 01 255 431 389. 



Movin' on up 

Amiga Shopper readers have 

helped make Future Publishing the 
fifth biggest publisher in the UK, 
Future has achieved this 
remarkable feat in only 1 years. 
How do we know that we're fifth? 
Well, the ranking is based on retail 
revenue: which means ABC- 
verified copy sales multiplied by 
cover prices. In other words, it's 
how much money you spend each 
month on our magazines. 

Just so you know, the top 1 
UK publishers are; 

1.IPC 

2. EMAP 

3. BBC Mags 

4. Bauer 

5. Future Publishing 

6. The National Magazines 
Company 

7. Reader's Digest 

8. Haymarket 

9. DC Thomson 

1 0. The Ecomomist 
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Our unique and higtily rated external Clock Cartridge will enable 

your Amiga to contirually store the correct time and date In Its 

own battery backed memory. 

Simply plugs onto tlie back of the Amiga and does not invalidate 

the warranty. 

Compatible with ALL Amigss 



A1200 trapdoor fitting memory expansions feature a Ijal- 
tery backed clock and a socket for an accelerator PU. 




ONLY £19.99 

■plus £1.00 postage and pac^h-^g. 
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-These hard drives simply push onto tha side of the A500 or 
ASOCh- and will give jour computer all the benefits that hard dri- 
ves offer. The dri^^s are supplied fbmiatted, partitioned and have 
Wori^bench Installed for Immediate use. 

Full Instructions arid software supplied, 

The hard drive also has the facility to add 2, 4, 6 or 8mb of RAM 
Inside It. 

A500/+ 170mb HARD DRIVE £189.99 
A500/+ 425mb HARD DRIVE £229.99 

Attcfiiional RAM for the hard drive £S9.» per 2mb 




i \ saMWWMliJ 




A600 MEMORY EXPANSIONS 
Imb WITHOUT CLOCK £34.99 
Imb WITH CLOCK £39.99 



2mb £114.99 
4mb £174.99 
Smb £284.99 




Discology Is the ultimate in disk copying power for the 
Amiga. Tlie package comprises the DIscolog/ Disk, 
manual and Disco logy cartridge fbr making copies of 
heavily protected programs with an ejdernal disk 
drive. Discology will also format disks, check disks 
for errors etc. 





Now includes CD ROM drfvers and instructions. 

The Dataflyer Is a 16 bit SCSI If controller card that converts the signals 
on the internal IDE interface to also run XSI devices at the same time as 
the IDE hard drive. 

The Oatai^yer SCSI-t- will operate up to 5 SCSI devices such 
as CDROf^S, hard drives, SyQuest removable drives, tape 
back up drives etc. 

Unlike other SCSI Interfaces, the Dataflyer SCSI+ Is com- 
patible with all known accelerators etc and it does not stop 
you from utilising any of the important expansion ports on 
your A1200/A600. 

The Dataflyer SCSI-f easily Installs into the A1200/A600 
(simply pushes In, no need to remove the metal shield) 
and provides a 25 way D connector through the blanking 
plate at tine back of the A1200. 
Full Instructions and software supplied. 



-7. y ^ j^ , £19.99 EACH 

^M^^«*? ^ OR BUY 

SPEg^*- r? BOTH FOR £24.99 
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Anti Virus Professional is the most powerful 
tool for detecting and removing viruses. Anti 
Virus pro will check and device hard drives, flop- 
py disks and even CD ROM drives for viruses. 
Very straight-forward to use, includes a fijll 50 
p^e nnanual. 





DATAFLYER SCSI+ ONLY £69.99 
SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE 
ALSO AVAILABLE £59.99 

PCMCIA fitting SCSI interface 
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PLEASE PHONE FOR A FULL INFORMATION SHEET 



DJii y^ij 

High speed 3.5" Quantum SCSI hard drives with or with- 
out a high quality enclosure with Its own power supply. 



420mb £214.99 
540mb £239.99 
SSOmb £284.99 

INTERNAL VERSIONS 
DEDUCT £54.99 
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zsternal cases with built-in pcwier supplies 
an,i cooling fans for 3.5" hard drives and 
CD ROV drves. 
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3.5" HARD 

DRIVE CASE £54.99 

CD ROM 

DRIVE CASE £59.99 
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include the appropriate Workbench 3.1 ROMS, disks, manuals and 
fitting instructions. 



Bring your Amiga into us for fitting for ONLY £10.00 



Imb £39.99 
2mb £77.99 
4inb £129.99 
Sitib £239.99 



72 pin SIMMS suitable for 
Apollo accelerators. 
A4000, A1200 memory 
expansions etc. 



WORKBENCH 3.1 

for A500/1500/2000 only £89.99 

for A1200/3000/4000 only £99.9 



33MHz 68882 FPU (picc) £49.99 
40MHz 68882 FPU (pIcc) £69.99 
50MHz 68882 FPU (PGA) £79.99 

All FPU's are supplied will) crystal oscr/fators 
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Phone for prices and availability 






Our highly rated, top quality feature packed modems are ideal for 
Miiga users. Ail modems include our 

£19.99 
whidi includes a cable to connect the modem to the Amiga, NCOMM 
comms software, Amiga Guide to Comms and a list of Bulletin 
Boards from wiiich you will be able to download vast amounts of 
free software as well as tiave access to E-MAIL facilities. 
• MNP 24 Error Correction 
MNP S Data Compression. 
• Fax Class I and II compatible, Group 3 
• Hayes Compatible 
• Full 80 page manual 
• 12 Months guarantee 




SPEEDCOM+B 

(14,400 V32bis) £89.99 

SPEEDCOM+BF 

(28,800 V34} £169.99 



Our high speed 2.5" IDE liard drives for 
the Amiga A1200 & A600 computers 
come complete Vitith fitting cable, 
screvits, partitioning software, full 
nstructions and 12 months guaran- 
tee. All drives supplied by us are 
formatted, partitioned and have 
Workbench (WB2 for the A600 
and WB3 for the A1200) 
installed for immediate use. Fitting is 
incredibly simple: if you can plug the mouse 
into the mouse socket, you wilt 
be able to plug the hard 
drive into the hard drive 
socket. 
PLEASE PHON£RRSV. 






Double speed CD ROM DRIVE complete with pov*er 
supply, SCSI cables, docking station and full instruc- 
tions. Also includes stereo headphones and carry- 
ing case for use as personal CD player. 





85mb £89.99 
120mb £104.99 
170mb £119.99 
250mb £139.99 
340rtib £174.99 
540mt> £284.99 







RENO CD 

WITH SQUIRREL £174.99 

WITH DATAFLYER £174.99 



IDEAL 

CHRISTMAS 

PRESENT 




Top of the range external CD ROIvl 
drive. Suitable for use with any SCSI 
interface. Ideal with the Dataftyer 
SCSI-f 



AIWA ACD-300 
ONLY £167.49 OR 
WITH SQUIRREL £209.99 
WITH DATAFLYER £209.99 



Superb high quality, low cost 
Clilnon externa! SCSI CO ROM drive 
In a top quality fan cooled case or 
available as an internal unit. 
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Amazing power for sucli a low 
price. This superb accelera- 
tor uses a 68020 running 
at 28Hz and comes com- 
plete wi* a 68882 FPU to 
enable your A1200' to run 
at 5 MIPS (million 
instructions per sec- 
ond)! Uses standard 
72 pin SIMMS and includes a 
battery backed clock. 
Simple trapdoor fitting. 




APOLLO 1220 ONLY £99.99 
APOLLO 1220 +lmb £139.99 
APOLLO 1220 +4mb £229.99 



CHINON CD5435 
INTERNAL £79.99 
EXTERNAL £109.99 
EXTERNAL WITH 
SQUIRREL £154. S^ 
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Amazing value quad speed external SCSI CD ROM dhve 

in a top quality enclosure 




PANASONIC QUAD 
SPEED EXTERNAL 
WITH SQUIRREL 
OR DATAFLYER 

ONLY «^^53« <»<» 




An incredibly powerful trapdoor fitting 

accelerator based araund a 68030 complete 
with MMU, 2 SIMM sockets (72 PIN SIMMS), 
socket for a floating point unit and battery 
backed clock. Runs at just under 9.5 MIPS 
(miition instructions per second!) 



APOLLO 1232/50 £199.99 
4mb SIMM £129.99 
8mb SIMM £239.99 
68882 FPU £69.99 



internally fining A600 Accelerator features 68020 and FU both running 
at 28MHi. 72 pin SIMM socket for up to 8mb of FASTRAM. Easy fit, 
makes your 600 faster than a 3000!! 





APOLLO A620 
ONLY £134.99 
+ 2mb cl99.99 
+ 4mb £264.99 



Order NOW for 
immediate despatch 



0500 340548 

(credit/switch card sales only) 

tel: 0161 796 5279 

for enquiries or 

fax: 0161 796 3208 



send Cheques or 

postal orders 

(made payable to 

Siren Software) 

or credit card details to: 



SOFTWARE, 

178 BURY NEW RD, 

WHITEFIELD, 

MANCHESTER 

M45 6QF, 

ENGLAND 

Access, Visa, Switch, Delta, 
r,nnnpf;t etc acceoted 



to6|iin 
12pm 



' Personal callers 
welcome. 



DIRECTIONS: 



From th 



raSTiliimfimKasiiil 



We are 50 yards on 

the right-hand side after 

the third set of lights. 

The door to our premises 

is next to the 

florists opposite 

the Masons Pub. 



All prices include VAT. Postage and packing 

will he diargecl m £3.50 per order (UK) 
£7.50 Eurnpe and £12.50 rest Of ttw woi 
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Operating 

ystems 



How does the Amiga measure up against ttie competition? Mohn Kennedy and a host of Amiga 
experts talce an honest ioofi at the current state of the art, and reach some important conclusions. 

"No other 
computer can 
do what the 
Amiga can do 

in 2Mb of RAM." 
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The amazing concept of a "Start" button on the 
PC can fast fill your entire screen with menus. 



There is nothing quite so 
controversial amongst 
computer users as the choice 
of Operating System <0S), 
expect perhaps their choice of 
hardware. Few computer- related topics 
can incense so much debate, argument 
and bJatant insults. 

One man's OS is the butt of anotlier man's 
jokes, and yet at the end of the day, what is an 
OS? It's a collection of software and preferences 
whicii malte it possible to run certain application 
programs. With the OS you can get some worl< 
done, or play games. It's not a matter of life and 
death, it's not about race, colour or creed. Yet, 
listen to the way people talk about their OS, and 
you would think you are discussing something 
as personal as sexual preference. 

There is no doubt that some of you will 
disagree violently with what I am about write in 
the next few pages. Some of you might take it 
as a personal attack, simply because it goes 
against your pseud o- religious beliefs about the 
Amiga, Please, can I ask that before you launch 
your suicide bombers against the Amiga 
Shopper office, you must remember that I have 
been an Amiga fan from the moment I bought 
my 51 2K Workbench 1 .2, and I currently have 
an A4 00 0/40 Tower. I have not sold out, or 



turned traitor, I still use my Amiga daily; and if [ 
use other platforms as well, I am not ashamed to 
admit it, I tried very hard to make this 
examination as unbiased as possible, because 
any blatant favouritism would render it useless, 

Frorr talking to a lot of people, I have 
discovered a great deal of prejudice in terms of 
Operating System discrimination. Not only from 
PC owners unwilling to accept that the Amiga is 
anything other than a games console with a 
keyboard, but from Amiga users who can't bring 
themselves to acknowledge that something Bill 
Gates has done mightn't be a load of crap, or 
that a computer with an Apple on the case 
might actually be quite good. 

If anything, it's the Amiga owners who seem 
to have quite a large chip on their shoulders 
with regards to other platforms, and it is clearly 
time to wake up and smell the coffee. 

Like with like 

When comparing the Operating Systems of 
different platforms, it is very important to 

remember that the hardware on which the 
software is running makes a big difference. 
Running speed trials between an A500 with 
51 2K or memory, and a 90Mhz Pentium with 
1 6Mb is obviously not a fair situation. 



Jargon busting 



CHRP: Common Hardware 
Reference Platform 
A move towards producing all 
manner of different machines 
which share enouglt in the way of 
hardware characteristics to all run 
the same Operating Systems, and 
therefore application software. 
CLI: 

Command Line Interface 
A text-based window where 
low-level commands are typed. 
The Amiga has the Stiell, 
Windows has IVISD05 and the 
Apple Mac doesn't. 
GUI: Graphical User Interface 
Determines what you see and how 
you use programs. The GUI is 
composed of buttons, mouse 
pointers, gadgets, windows, etc. 
MaglcWB: A Shareware utility 
which Installs new, coloured icons 
over the existing (rather plain) 




Amiga icons. The Newlcons utility 

is similar, but more advanced. 

MMU: 

Memory Management Unit 

A piece of hardware, usually built 

into the processor itself, which 

can look after the way in which 

memory is allocated and prevent 

programs from accessing memory 

they have not been allocated. 

MUl: IMagic User Interface 

A Shareware product which 

provides a totally user-definable 

GUI for Amiga programs. It greatly 

simplifies programming and adds 

more features, but at the expense 

of memory and performance. 

PCI 

The standard bus to which 

expansion cards are fitted. PCI is 

used by all Pentium machines and 

the latest generation of Apple's 

PowerPC computers. 



Pentium; The processor 
developed by Intel to replace 
the 30486. Pentiums will 
probably be the entry-level PC 
processor by the time you read 
this. They are available in speeds 
of 75lriHz and up. 
PowerPC: The Motorola 
processor which rivals the 
Pentium for power and 
performance. It was designed to 
work in a different way from 
Pentiums, and Is especially good 
at emulation. The latest PowerPC 
computers can emulate 6S040 
machines faster than the fastest 
63040 ever made. 
RTG: ReTargetable Graphics 
The idea behind RTG is to develop 
Operating System software so 
that it does not know or care 
where its graphics are being 
displayed: only that a compatible 



graphics device is available. Tbis 
means that plug-in graphics cards 
will automatically be supported. 
RISC: 

Reduced Instruction Set Computer 
RISC is a type of processor 
whl^ has less Instructions than 
normal, but it has the ability to 
execute them extremely quickly. 
With good compilers, RISC 
programs run faster than their 
Complex Instruction Set 
Computers counterparts. 
VM: Virtual IMemory 
If a program uses Virtual Memory 
It uses hard disk space under the 
impression it is actually using 
RAM. This allows many programs 
to apparently run at once in 
limited resources. Virtual Memory 
needs an MMU in order to be 
Implemented invisibly as part of 
the Operating System. 
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However, what is important are the features 
of the Operating Syslem. The OS is there to 
make the most of the hardware and to make it 
as easy and reliable as possible to run application 
software. It's on these features that it is fair to 
compare Workbench 3 on an unexpanded 
A1 200 with Windows95 on a Pentium. 

So what are the choices for the home user? 
First of all, we have the Amiga and its native 
Workbench OS. Version 3.0 is the most popular 
at the moment, and certainly version 1 .3 and 
earlier have been - or should be - assigned to 
the rubbish bin. Version 3.1 is available as an 
upgrade for all machines, but it offers little over 
3.0 and so I'll take 3.0 as the reference. 

On the graphic designer's favourite machine 
- the Apple Mac or PowerPC - the current 
version of the OS is System 7.5,1 . 

The choice is wider for the home PC user. 
Unless you have been spending the last few 
months dead for tax reasons, you'll know that 
Windows 3.1 and 3,11 have been superseded 
by V\/indows95, However, there are other 
choices and for the hobbyist these include 
IBM's OS/2 and the free UNIX clone, Linux. I'll 
be concentrating on Windows95, and make 
occasional reference to these others. 

Interestingly, all the Operating Systems 
seem to come in at about £100. The upgrade 
for the Amiga is about £99, and Windows95 
and the Plus! pack will cost you about £l 24 in 
Currys, OS/2 is about £60, but the best bargain 
is Linux - it's free. 



System requirements 

A lot has been said about the Amiga's frugal 
use of memory and it's true: no other computer 
can do what the Amiga can do in 2Mb of RAM. 
You can even run the Amiga and application 
software using only double-density floppy disk 
drives: an idea which is totally laughable on 
other platforms. 

The problem is that memory and hard drives 
are becoming cheaper and cheaper and they do 
make a staggering difference to performance. 
There is no real reason to suffer using an Amiga 
without a hard drive: although admittedly the 
standard 2.5-inch IDE mechanisms are still 
expensive and any new entry-level Amigas 
should allow 3.5-inch drives as standard. 




It still means that for honne users on a 
budget, the Amiga is the only affordable 
system. It can use the family television for a 
display and out of the box will word process, 
play games and do all the other computer things 
that people want. 

However, with the dramatic increase in 
PC sales into the home market, it has clearly 
been demonstrated that there are a lot of 
people who will happily pay the best part of 
£1,000 to get a fast computer with a monitor 
and CD-ROM drive and then do little more than 
play games on it. 

It looks to me as though the time of the 
cheap home computer has passed, and most 
users are willing to pay for performance. 

That said, computers are getting more 
than a little greedy. Windows95 will operate 
on a 386 DX in 4Mb of memory, but to actually 
do anything you realistically need 8Mb and a 
Pentium: in fact, 16l»/lb is better. Anything less 
and you might as well stay with the previous 
version of Windows. The Mac requires 4Mb, 
but again 8Mb is required for anything but 
light home use. 

An Amiga A1 200 will still work with the 
standard 2Mb, although adding an extra 4Mb 
will be enough for most people. 

Look and feel 

First impressions are important, and the look of 
a computer's desktop interface can still 
encourage or frighten new users. Sadly, for a 
machine with such graphical promise, the 
default Amiga Workbench looks rather dull. 
Although it can be jazzed up with all sorts of 



Each platform allows files to be viewed In a 
number of ways, from a simple icon approach 
to a detailed list This is as close to a Shell as 
the Mac gets... 

"For home users 
on a budget, 

the Amiga is the 
only affordable 
system." 
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Above and above right: Both the Amiga and PC can open a command 
line interface on the screen. The Amiga's system works a lot better 
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though, because different tasl(s can pass data between themselves and 
even launch new Shells- 
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The PC Is hampered in many 
ways because it still needs to 
run software written for 
hardware which is so old as 
to be primitive. With the 
gargantuan effort that is 
Windows95 however, it has 
been demonstrated that it is 
possible to keep 
compatibility and at the same 
time add advanced new 
features. How could this be 
carried over to the Amiga? It 
certainly won't be easy. 
Even comparatively 
simple extensions are cursed 
with problems, often 
stemming back to the very 
beginning of the Amiga. Take 
graphics for example. When 
the Amiga was launched, no- 
one had ever seen graphics 
like it before. If you can 
remember, Andy Warhol 
demonstrated the 
possibilities to a gasping 
crowd. In part, the advanced 
graphics were due to the 
Copper co-processor, which 



could redefine colours and 
resolutions for every line on 
the display. The Copper is an 
essential part of the Amiga 
hardware as far as most 
Amiga games are concerned. 
However, it just Isnt possible 
to build Copper emulation 
into any Retargetable 
Graphics standard. 

The graphics cards all 
use standard hardware, 
which to all intents means 
PC graphics chips. These 
chips may offer very fast, 
very high resolution 
graphics but they aren't the 
same as the Amiga. The 
Amiga can connect to a 
television and genlock, and 
this is an integral part of the 
video hardware. 

Redefine the hardware 
and this flexibility is lost. 
The Amiga loses its ability 
for games and instead 
becomes another PC clone. It 
gains Doom, but loses a 
great deal more. 



The same is true of 
Virtual Memory, networking 
and other advanced features. 
Try to buiid these into the 
Amiga's core and you need 
to redesign the entire thing 
from scratch. You run the risk 
of losing the amazing 
multitasking capabilities and 
another Amiga ace is lost. 

It's problems like these 
whicti has pinned the Amiga 
tfown. For years, the 
Operating System was the 
best available, offering better 
performance with less 
hardware. However, the rival 
platforms have all grown 
stronger and the Amiga OS 
needs updating. 

But how can you update 
a system which has its 
strengths linked to the 
features that are now 
starting to look out of date? 
The answers to these 
questions will shape what 
the Amiga will become in the 
next year or so. 



bells and whistles with one trip to a PD library, it 
doesn't compare well with Windows. 

Little things, such as an inability to create 
icons with transparent backdrops and the poor 
handling of colour pens on the Workbench 
display, stop the interface from being as sharp 
as it could be. Also, the TV-friendly graphics 
resolutions are too limiting. A screen resolution 
of 800x600 is a comfortable size, and that 
means a dedicated monitor. 

However, the Amiga GUI system remains 
excellent. No other platform manages to provide 
as much power over files and directories, and 
yet remain easy to use. The AmigaDOS Shell is 
terrific and the pull-down menus and requesters 
are more than adequate. 

On top of all this rs the superb multitasking 
features, which work so amazingly well because 
of the multiple screen facility. Being able to 
effortless flip from one display to another is 
something that cannot be matched. 

The Amiga Workbench, Windows program 
manager and Mac Finder both have their own 
unique feel to them: it's impossible to say which 
is better, because many people will prefer one 
over the other for no apparent reason. 

All the desktop systems have a bar at the 
top of the display for launching programs and 



"The AmigaDOS 
Shell is terrific... on 

top of all this is the 
superb multitasking 
features." 




Windows and Mac 
icons look a lot 
smarter than Amiga 
iQons, because 
Amiga icons are all 
designed to work in 
four colours by 
default. They a/so 
have a square 
boundary which 
cannot be defeated. 




Here's a useful 

feature: the ability to quickly 

track down a missing 

program or file. Where is 

the Amiga version? 
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Qn-tine help systems are importantt ^nd aif 
Operating Systems now come with them as 
standard. The Mac's is aimost too friendly - it 
demonstrates how to perform certain avtions. 

performing system duties, and even Windows95 

finally includes one too., complete with the 
famous Start button. Clicking on Start brings up 
a cascade of menus which can be ifsed to 
launch appHcations, and also - bizarrely - shut 
down the computer. Because both Windows 
and the Macs depend on Virtual Memory, it fs 
vital that they are only switched off when the 
system is ready for it. Nothing so glamorous is 
required on the Amiga, because there is no 
Virtual Memory support. 

Advanced features 

The System 7.5 release from Apple really 
caught my attention because it included a lot 
of features which looked extremely familiar to 
an Amiga user. 

AppleGuide for example, provided a 
standard format for help messages and on-line 
documentation. It's tied very neatly into a help 
system for the Finder, and can even take you by 
the hand through complex operations by circling 
the buttons you need to click on, and 
demonstrating the mouse movements you 
should make, it's very helpful for beginners who 
can't be bothered with manuals. 

If the AmigaGuide was being expanded, I 
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AppleScript Is a lot like ARexx, but different. It's 
more a macro capture system than a pure 
programming language. 



Issue 58 



John Kennedy 



Operating systems ^^:3.^^j^;^^t^^yjp^^--'"^ 



IM^Mi^n 


^u;v.!l;e<-J ■ Pji: 


*?r 






;:U„ '~~- 


£ro grams 


*■ 


■BJJI Goodtime 

^ menus 




'i 


|fc^ 


Documents 


* 


^H 5,^i Settings 
" ' ^1 Find 
I'f- ^ Help 




1 fZ multlmedi^B^ 


jD Rs 
H Slip 
-sjj| Welcome2 
-=^ Welcomes 


T« 


^^ ■# Shut Down .. 


_l 


* 


Reoycle Bin 






'm 


^ 





^^^^^u^H 






'B^^^^l 




H| 


* .,_ . 




HH 


II ■ 1 J 



The PC and Mac will remember the last application and document you had 
open. Handy for getting back to ivorfc after a game of SpaceCadet pinball. 



Video for Windows and Qvicktime provide standard ways of playing high- 
quality video on-screen. Will the Amiga ever have a similar standard system? 



would like to see i1 become HTML compatible, 
Tliis would mean that it could be used to 
browse World Wide Web documents, both 
off-line and on-line. 

AppleScript is also familiar, It's similar to 
ARexx in that it can pass commands between 
compatible programs using the Apple Open 
Events Collaboration (AOEC) system, but goes 
one step better in that it can record mouse and 
keyboard actions: if you need to repeat 
something, what you actually do is recorded and 
converted into text. You can then replay this 
"macro", or edit it. 

Other little points like being able to drop 
documents into application icons to 
automatically start them have been possible on 
the Amiga for ages. 

Both System 7.5 and Windov/s95 can keep 
track of the last documents used in a separate 
menu option, which is a quick way of getting 
back to what you were last doing. This is 
something which I have yet to even see a PD 
hack for on the Amiga. 

Multimedia support is also strong on these 
platforms, with Video for Windows and Quicklime 
standards for animation/small video playback. 
The Amiga's CDXL was good, but not enough 
today. The Amiga Datatype system is a move in 
the right "object orientated" direction and makes 
programs like Multiview possible, and this 
should be encouraged as much as possible. 

Another thing the Amiga could do with is a 
built-in utility for finding programs and 
directories. Both the Mac and PC can do this 
quickly, but any add-on Amiga utilities are slow. 

Plug and play 

It's only when you try fitting a card into a PC 
and come across the IRQ, memory and DMA 
channel settings that you realise that the Amiga 
OS's "Autoconfig" system is amazing. In most 
oases you can fit whatever cards you want into 
a big box Amiga, and the OS will sort them all 
out at boot- up time. Everything from new 
processors to graphics cards to memory boards 
work first time. 

The Mac is pretty intelligent about adding 
cards too, but the PC has been awful. With 
Windows95 that's starting to change with the 
"Plug and play" system, but it will take a while 
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"The Amiga OS's 
"Autoconfig" system 
is amazing." 



before all hardware is easy to use first time. The 
"Plug and play" system works by scanning your 
hardware after power-up, and it takes time. It's 
not as elegant as the Amiga, which requires that 
its peripherals have some smarts on-board. 

Networking and printing 

If you think the reason that the Amiga isn't used 
more in business and office environments is that 
the software isn't good enough, you would be 
wrong. The application software is there alright, 
but the networking facilities aren't. 

In an office there is a strong need to link 
machines together. Often the computers will be 
connected to a central machine acting as a File 
Server: a computer with a large hard disk (or 
collection of hard disks). Having all the data 
stored in one central location makes back-ups 
easier for a start. 

Large projects will have several users 
involved, and they need to share files and 
software tools as well as keep in contact by 
means of local electronic mail systems. 



If many people need access to printers it 
makes sense to have a large, shared printer 
rattver than one on every desktop. 

All these features are more part of the Apple 
and Windows environments. The AppleTalk 
system is cheap and it works, and for larger 
networks the PowerTalk and QuickDraw system 
provides all the capabilities which most 
businesses would require. Likewise with the PC: 
there are plenty of networking solutions around 
such as Novel Netware, but since Windows 
3.1 1 (Window for Workgroups) you can 
connect two or three PCs together in an 
afternoon and know you have a reliable network 
with file and printer sharing. 

The hardware for these networks is pretty 
minimal, with only leads and plug in cards 
(which cost less than £50) required, 

The Amiga on the other hand, has nothing 
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Keeping track of hardware the Windows wsy. 
Welt, it ttas to Jbe done somehow. 



Multitasking the Amiga wa^ 



Although ail the main 
platforms claim to be able to 
multitask, there Is a 
difference in the way they do 
it. Windows 3.1 and the Mac 
use a co-operative approacfi, 
where each task running 
takes a slice of processing 
time and then passes on to 
the next task. 

This works fairly well if 
all the tasks are well 
behaved, but as soon as one 
goes wrong the entire 
computer grinds to halt. 



The Amiga however is 
different. It pre-emptivement 
multltasks as a built-in "task 
scheduler" looks after which 
process gets to run at a given 
time. This means that, 
theoretically at least, when 
one task stops working it 
doesnt freeze the whole 
system. UNIX also works like 
this, and so do 05/2 and 
Windows NT. Windows95 will 
only work in this way with 
so-called "32 bit apps"0: 
software written to work 



with these Operating 
Systems. It does mean 
though that at last you can 
format a floppy and carry on 
with other things. 

What makes the Amiga 
so amazing is that it has 
been multitasking 
extremely well from the very 
beginning, and doing it in a 
tiny amount of memory. Add 
the ability to open multiple 
screens, and you have one of 
the best environments 
available today. 



January 1996 I 



25 




it 



^^fiX^ 



& 



Operating systems I John Kennedy 




J>jim| j;.---.- 



3 






•''* i. j!"- ''-■"•;•'; 



ll^fflffffgffrt.,, ^^ 



Et< :L9It Vrtw F^VExntef yelp 



AdihH}hflfi//MmriAMnEro3[A/ci7ifwlns^*na»hc^ 



■^ 




Tbe World^s b«st laerious Aittign magazine 

■ StieppfirbMitteTe'JfU&ftafiti^iEH^cilsj^tJniKhki March 1^^ Dxw^'iofhnt. 

|l tn^my fef Annjjfr HUtaiflMa'. Fittf W^iioVhaVf tn^C«V6fdifki nrtfynxfltb 

]^3i:k«^ wiHi^ai proi^anH ffidiMiJjfcf ^ptM a EpedaJ Bjfcscri&w's-oris' Arte - j^Jy 
L iffaife*teif jfffli ;:';!v'.".!"-''^) We abo nm a fen^ Si^ifftest tusy sKfltb wbers ve test 
K llic bc*l pr**ictl fflld Esttrt tT^SKitf cJ tikmb Amgia. software « hafdwaf t ^^j fer. 



Building networking and TCP/IP sopport into the OS means that linking 
machines together ~ and to the Internet - is easy. 



Log on to Amiga Shopper's Internet pages by pointing your browser at: 
http://www. futuren etco.uk/comp uting/amigashopper. html 



built-in to the Operating System. Instead, 

networking is a bit of a black art, with crude PD 
systems like ParNet and only tile Envoy package 
offering any glimpse of wiiat migfit be possible. 
And as for connecting Ethernet cards to the 
A1 200... good luck. 

Even the Amiga's printer driver support is 
lagging behind, with many users resorting to 
buying third-party driver packages to make the 
most of the printer's features. 

These are the reasons why you won't see 
banks of Ami gas in offices, nor will you see 
publishi'ng houses selling their Power Macs and 
buying A4000s. These reasons alone are 
enough to keep the Amiga in bedrooms and 
small offices, rather than out there in the real 
world earning their keep. 

The ability to cope with the TCP/IP 
networking standard is also built into both 
System 7 and Windows95: and that means 
getting on to the Internet is easier with these 
machines. In fact, both Apple and MicroSoft 
have their own electronic networks in the shape 
of Apple's e- Wo rid and the MicroSoft Network. 



Conclusion 

Although the Amiga was years ahead of its time, 
the rival systems have caught up and even 
surpassed Workbench in some areas. The 

Amiga is still the best home computer by a mile, 
offenng performance at an amazing price, but 
it's time to make some sweeping changes, and 
that's what this feature is about. 

Yes, the Amiga is easy to use, there's no 
doubt about it, The version 3 OS still has some 
very powerful features which only now 
applications are starting to make use of. Yes, it 
can run in hardly any memory and with no floppy 



"The Amiga is 
still the best 
home computer 
by a mile." 



disks. Yes, it combines a powerful CLI with a 
fnendly GUI like no other machine: I've used 
Macs and PCs extensively and the Amiga is still 
my favourite. 

However, it is now time for change. Major 
updates are required to keep the Amiga at the 
cutting edge. Recent reports have it that the 
next generation Amiga will be RISC PowerPC- 
based machines. How the Amiga Operating 
System is ported to this platform remains to be 
seen: but it will require a change in the very 
philosophy behind the Amiga. The next 
generation machines could be as bland as the 
latest Pentium clone, or they could be the 




Ail of Future Publishing's magazines are linked 
together using Ethernet and Apple Macs. 



Emulation: If you can beat 



The Amiga Is unique in that 
it alone can emulate all 
ttie other major platforms, 
and yet in return cannot itself 
be emulated. 

An Amiga running tiie 
ShapeShifter system turns In 
a very good performance 
when compared to other 



genuine Apple Macs. An 
Amiga vifith a graphics card 
and a BS04D (or better) can 
certainly run faster than most 
non-PowerPC based 
systems. Practically all Mac 
software will work perfectly, 
and with the hardware-based 
Emplant emulation system 



if 5 also possible to use 
Apple networking systems. 
Emulating a PC is also 
possible, but because this 
requires an emulation down 
to ttie level of the processor 
this is very slow. Hardware 
emulators were available, but 
are impossible to find now. 
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exciting Next Generation that relaunches the 
Amiga as the platform that is as far ahead of 
today's competition as it was 1 years ago. 
Keep watching this space. 

Points of view 

We asked several prominent industry 
figures what they thought about the 
Amiga's Operating System and how they 
would lil(e it to change (If at all). 

Name: Paul Uesurf 

Company: Blittersoft 

Details: Leading hi-tech Amiga dealer 

What does the Amiga OS need? 

I think the Amiga Operating System looks a little 
dated, so perhaps licensing many of the really 
nice PD enhancements would be a start (such 
as Magic Workbench). Then there are plenty of 
utilities that patch the differences so nicely that I 
can't think of any glaring shortfalls 
(CyberGraphics, AmiTCP). 

1 would like to see decent printer drivers. I 
see no reason why a user has to buy additional 
software to get decent printer support. 

Internet software as standard is another 
thing that must be addressed. It's getting too 
popular to ignore now. 

What can the Amiga do better? 

In a word, multitasking, I have yet to see 
anything come close to even the humble A500. 
Windows95 for me is an improvement in looks 
and features but I still find it clunky and it just 
does not have that "ease of use" feel about it 
that you get with an Amiga (or, to a lesser 
extent, a Mac for that matter). 

Also, as you know, the Amiga has the ability 
to emulate successfully more foreign systems 
than any other computer I know. 

Name: Jolyon Ralph 

Company: Al math era 

Details: A well-known Amiga developer 

What five things does the Amiga OS need? 

1 , A new object-oriented, efficient, user interface 
system and application framework. A bit like 
MUl and MFC in Windows, except done 
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properly. Efficiency is vital. ITie Amiga cannot 
support bloated implementations iiite MUl, it 
would liave to be a new system designed with 
performance upmost in mind. 

2. OS-supported Virtual Memory {which will 
require an WMU to be done correctly). 

3. Total overhaul of printer support. Printers 
stiould be handled in a completely new manner, 
device-independent graphics will help with this. 

4. In-built networking, both local and Internet. 
Must be able to support real-world protocols 
such as TCP/IP, Windows NT/Lan Manager 

5. Decent retargetable 24-bit graphics support 
via the OS. Integration of 'cybergraphics' or a 
similar system into the OS {this isn't the same 
as bundling cybergraphics with the OS. Once 
cybergraphics is written into the OS the 
functionality would be built into graphics.library 
and the other OS layers). 

All of these, however, miss out the 
fundamental point which is that the OS must be 
made portable to other CPU architectures. 

What can the Amiga do better? 

The Amiga has the most efficient multitasking 
OS on any platform. This is due to the clever 
internal design, mostly because of the way that 
message passing is done. This design also 
completely rules out task protection/memory 
protection, which would not be possible under 
the Amiga OS without significant changes {and 
would lead to a serious performance loss, which 
in my opinion, would be unacceptable). 

It's also the smallest OS around, but that's 
just as much due to major glaring omissions 
from the OS {decent printing, networking) as 
due to good compact programming. 

Name: Ian Wellock 

Company: Insignia 

Details: E)[pert in Operating Systems and 

emulation development 

What does the Amiga OS need? 

1 . Task protection 

2. Retargetable Graphics (RIG) 

3. Networking support 

4. Standard 3D polygon library support 

5. Virtual Nemory 

Windows95 at least has all of these (or will 
when it gets RenderWare support), and for a 
supposedly graphical machine like the Amiga 
not to have RTG and 3D support is abysmal. 

What does the Amiga do better? 

Multitasking - it's not often I get to use a 
machine that really does allow separate tasks to 
go on in this way, with the single exception of 
UNIX variants. 

Now, that is not a unique feature, but one 
thing makes it better even than UNIX machines, 
and that is its screen system. Having a 
multitasking machine is fine, but if you can't see 
the output of your several tasks, it's useless. 

Name: Richard Baguley 

Company: Team 17 

Details: ex-Amiga Shopper Editor 

What five things does the Amiga OS need? 

1 . Port AmigaDOS to the Power PC CPU. 
RISC is definitely the way to go. Actually, this 



Issue 58 





^l^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^V 


k \^^\'=^\ ^X ' 


^^^^BMHHH^SS^w^^^^W 


iE^iS^^HIH 


w^Js^^L- 


You might not believe it, but 


Windows can, and the REXX 


Amiga come to think of it) 


there are other Operating 


interprocess language has 


can also run various UNIX 


Systems beyond WindowsSS. 


made more than one ex- 


Clones. Tiiere are commercial 


IBM's OS/2 was 


Amiga owner feel at home. 


systems for hundreds of 


designed for the corporate 


Like Windows, it too comes 


pounds, but Linux is free. 


marlcet and provides a true 


complete wetti Internet 


Linux is a fully 


32 bit pre-emptive 


software as well as text 


multitasking system that 


multitasking environment, it 


editors, paint programs and 


can be used with XWIndows 


can even run some Windows 


other accessories. 


to provide a very smart 


applications better than 


The PC (and Apple and 


working environment. 



would probably be best done by bringing out a 
CHRP machine. 

2. Release full documentation on all new and 
existing machines, including low-level details of 
the chipset. 

3. Support developers properiyi Commodore 
had some excellent support people, but they 
were usually severely underresourced. Make 
sure that this doesn't happen! 

4. Don't do anything the way that Microsoft do it. 

5. Sell a few of the bloody things I Get them into 
Escom shops immediately. 

What does the Amiga do better? 

In my experience, multitasking is better on the 
Amiga than on practically any other type of 
machine. Macs and PCs can multitask 
(especially with Windows NT and 95), but you 
need a hell of a lot of memory to get anywhere... 
The Amiga is still unrivalled as a general 

"The Amiga has 
the most efficient 
multitasking OS on 
any platform." 




SorA Af/croSoft and Apple run their 

own electronic information service: Escom 

trave a small Web site in German. 
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purpose machine and still dumps on the PC 
from a great height in a number of specialised 
areas. However it has lost a lot of ground over 
the past couple of years and really needs some 
serious pushing to get back up there... 

Name: Paul Nolan 

Company: Almathera 

Details: Designer/programmer of Photogenics 

What does the Amiga OS need? 

1 . Improve the look and feel. Looks count for a 
lot these days, and the default V^/orkbenoh 
colours and icons suck. The OS should come 
with a GUI system with as many of MUl's good 
points and as few of its bad ones as possible. 

Having the WB Font preferences program 
hard coded to the Topaz font is hilarious. I would 
mention that I'm writing my own GUI system, 
but you'd probably just cut that bit out. Context- 
sensitive pop-up menus would be lovely. 

2. Make programmers lives easier GUI creation 
for example is a big headache using GadTools 
at the moment, most people end up having to 
write their own systems. Object-oriented 
programming is a Good Thing, 

3. Printer support. License Studio 2. Same goes 
for Virtual Memory, license VMM if developing 
one from scratch would take too long. 

4. Price. Make the upgrade cheap I Developers 
will be reluctant to bother supporting new 
features if only a minority of people have them 
due to it being so expensive. 

5. Things like organising drawer and file icons 
nicely, or an undo option after any file operation. 
After first impressions, it's the little things like 
this that make a system nice to use. Including, 
or writing, in-house versions of popular 
commodities such as Cycle2Menu, 
ToolsDaemon, or Tools Manager would be a 
great start. Memory /Task protection would be 
nice, but probably unrealistic because it would 
cause problems for existing applications. 

Moving on to RISC might be a good time to 
start rewriting the OS from scratch. The only 
problem is making sure that what you end up 
with is still an Amiga's OS, and not Windows 
NT or Unix, or what would be the point? 

What can the Amiga do better? 

Multitask fluidly? It will run in 2Mb RAM and no 

hard disk, but this is a double-edged sword. ■ 




Nitext Ltd (for sorting out a Pentium at such 
short notice), and Adam Baker, Scott Myles 
and ail the "points of view" crew. 
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If you want to set yourself up in 
business tt>e Amiga has everything 
you need. Larry Hickmott 

trawls through the 
extensive list of 
Amiga business 
software and 
hardware to 
find the best 
of the catch. 
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Whether you're the 
chairperson of a large 
company or a small 
village charity, it's time 
you let your Amiga 
help in the day-to-day running of your 
business. From word processors to surfing 
the superhighway, the Amiga has all you 
need to help you make your business a 
success. We may not have the killer 
applications you see on the PC or the 
Macintosh, but then, even those aren't out 
of our reach thanks to the many emulators 
that enable your Amiga to act like one of 
these foreign computers. 

Business software can be placed into a 
number of categories including word 
processing/ DTP, accounling software and 
finally databases. As well as these, you'll 
probably also need some extras like software to 
handle faxes, the Internet and utilities for 
backing up all that valuable data. 

Putting it into words 

One of the first programs you'll need is a 
word processor. This enables you to write 
letters and reports and many other business- 
type documents, You could choose a typewriter 
for this, but then if you did you would miss out 
on all the advantages of a word processor. Like 
the ability to correct mistakes at the press of a 
few keys, spellcheck the text to make sure all 
your words are correct, and then have the 
software create as many letters as you need for 
mailshots and the like, 

A word processor also lets you move 
around great chunks of information within a 
document as well as format it so the right words 
stand out in the right places. You will also make 
much more of a professional impression if your 
document is neatly type-written so the 
information is easily understood by the reader. 
There's more. 

A word processor also lets you correspond 
with people over the telephone. Instead of 
typing out a letter, printing it and then letting the 
Royal Mail decide on when it's going to get to 
where it's supposed to be going; you can take 
advantage of today's technology and use a fax 
modem. One minute the letter will be in your 
word processor on the screen of your monitor, 
the next it can be in Sydney, Australia. 

There will be times though when even a 
word processor isn't enough for some of the 
things you may want to do in the day-to-day 
running of your business. You might for example 
want 1o create a newsletter to send to all of your 
customers, or even just create some sales 
brochures to help sell your products. For this, a 
desktop publishing program is required. These 
are much more powerful than word processors 
for document creation. No more having to get a 
professional to do your stationery. With the right 
software and your Amiga, you can do it yourself. 

Numbers up 

However, there is more to business than looking 
like a business professional. You need the 
money to back it up and some software to look 
after that money No crooked accountants here 
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thank you very much. Forget the supermarket 
carrier bag full of old receipts. These days, you 
can do your own books, so when it is time to 
present the incomings and outgoings to the tax 
man, you won't be short of an answer or two to 
explain where it all came from and then went. 

There are two basic methods you can go 
for, one is a spreadsheet and the other is a 
dedicated accounts package. 

Of the two, I think that the spreadsheet is 
the more powerful, but with this comes a steep 
learning curve. This is because you need to 
first configure the program for the various tasks 
you require it to do. You might have one 
document file for doing invoices, another one for 
your accounts and even one acting as a 
database so it can tell you when you are about 
to run out of something. 

All these different files then need to be 
made to talk to each other which means you will 
need to know the software inside out to take 
advantage of all these different features. This 
knowledge doesn't just come to you and don't 
expect the manuals to tell you because 
invariably they won't. It takes time to learn - a 
long time generally, which is why many people 
go for a dedicated accounts package instead 
of a spreadsheet. 

Accounts packages are generally easier to 
get up and running because they are dedicated 
to a specific job. The main problem is usually 
finding an accounts program to suit your 
business. Some are not much more than home 
accounts programs while others do so much It's 
a job to know where to start when setting them 
up. Documentation I found isn't a strong point 
for many Amiga programs which is why a lot of 
us have to suffer in silence while we tame the 
beasts who have come to serve us. 



Putting it aii order 

Another piece of essential software in the office 
suite is the database. This is a program that lets 
you organise data from different parts of your 
business so that retrieving it is not only quick, 
but simple too. Like calling up a list of all your 
customers to pick out someone's address from 
the mass of names and numbers before you can 
say, "I don't need a PC to do this". 

Before choosing a database though, you 
need to assess the needs of your business so 




"The Amiga has 
all you need to 
help you make 
your business 



a success. 
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single file does not relate to 


hardware that enables tfie 


from a data file thanks to a 


other files in that database. 


host computer to act as if it 


mall merge function found in 




was another type of computer. 


most word processors. 


Relational: A much more 


For example, your Amiga can 




advanced type of database 


act like a PC or a IVIaclntosh. 


Squirrel: A SCSI adaptor 


where information in two or 
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more files can be made to 


Gigabyte: 1 ,000 mec|a bytes. 


SCSI devices to the Amiga 


relate to each other to create 


With software packages 


1200 and 600, two of the 


more flexible databases 


getting bigger, hard drives 


most popular Amigas. 


where everything is held 


too are having to be made 




within the one file. Useful in 
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Tables: A series of boxes 
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a Gig hard drive. 


linked togettier in a grid for 


have databases for different 




the purpose of presenting 


parts of the business. 


Foitn Letter: A letter upon 


data such as price lists. 




which others are based. A 




P1M; F>ersonal Information 


typical example is one which 


Flat File: A type of database 


Manager. A fancy term used 


has various 'holes' in it, 


wtiere the Information In a 


to describe a filofax. 
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For software that doesn't 


was on the cover of the 


Amiga Shopper has also 


cost a lot b Jt can still help 


October issue. Back in April, 


featured some interesting 


you take care of business, 


another really cracking 


demos of commercial 


then how about some from 


program called AmigaBase 


software reviewed in this 


the Public Domain and the 


was given away. 1 used this 


Supertest. Like HiSoft's 1Wist 


Amiga Shopper Coverdisks? 


for ages before getting a 


and Digita's Organiser which 


Just two of the many PD 


commercial package and it is 


both found their way on to 


packages you should look 


well recommended. 


the July Coverdisks. Even 


out for are Check It Out, 


In the following month of 


better followed in September 


which is a personal accounts 


May, anotiier program perfect 


when a fully-working version 


program from the United 


for business use was to be 


of Protext 4.3 was given 


States that helps you keep 


found. It was called Dialling 


away with its dictionaries 


track of incomings and 


Codes 2.0 and it enabled you 


following a month later. 


outgoings; while Text Engine 


to find an area code to match 


You will even find a 


5,01 is a very useful text 


a city (UK). 


useful piece of business 


editor-come-word processor. 


Moving along to 


software on the cover of this 


Many fine programs have 


September and there on the 


month's Amiga Shopper in 


also found their way on to 


Coverdisk you will have 


the form of PowerBase 3.4, a 


Amiga Shopper's Coverdisks. 


found dDBase 6.84, which as 


powerful database that 


Like the excellent 


you will guess from the 


comes free, thanks to your 


spreadsheet, EasyCalc 2, that 


name, is a database. 


favourite magazine. 
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Left: One of the most 
significant features in 
Final Writer is t/ie ability 
to create separate 
cttapters within the 
one document. 
Below: Final Writer 4 is 
the most powerful word 
processor on the Amiga, It 
has lots of interesting 
tools, like a grammar 
checker, for example. 



you can pick the appropriate tool. A typical 
question might be, "Can I make do with a simple 
flat file program or is an all singing and dancing 
relational one needed?" Before deciding, look at 
what you need the program for and then ask the 
simple question, "Can program A handle that?". 
To help you find out, Amiga Shopper has 
assembled a number of popular packages for 
me to dissect and report on, beginning with 
vi/ord processors. 

Word processors 
Final Writer 4 

This is currently the most powerful word 
processor on the Amiga. It has all the tools you 
need for looking after your text, such as a 
speilchecker, thesaurus and even a function that 
can help you keep an eye on your grammar 
Formatting your text so it looks the business is a 
breeze thanks to Final Writer's Style tags which 
let you apply multiple attributes to a piece of text 
in the one operation. 

Final Writer is versatile enough to use for 
creating basic letters as well as producing 
reports with illustrations, diagrams and so on. It 
lacks a facility for doing tables and although it 
has mail merge facilities, they could be beefed 
up a bit. At the moment, you can get Final Writer 
to produce as many letters as is needed from a 
single form letter, but not perform a mail merge 
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so it produces sheets of labels from a database 
of all your customers. 

However, it more than makes up for this 
with its use of sections within one document. 
This lets you create several independent 
chapters within a single document, with each 
section having different attributes. Endnotes for 
technical documents can also be added as well 
as markers which enable you to create an index 
or contents listing. 
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Soon to be released is the all singing and 
dancing Wordworth 5 with new features like 
ARexx and drag and drop Style tags. 
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Importantly, the output from Final Writer is 
also first rate and with the help of ARexx, Final 
Writer can also be used to interface with other 
Softwood programs like Final Data and third- 
party programs like GPFax. 

Final Writer 4 

Price: £74.95 

Supplier: Softwood Europe 



Contact: 01773 521606 



Verdict: 90% 
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Wordworth 3. 1R2 

Wordworth has been around for years on the 
Amiga. There are a number of versions about 
such as 4SE which is bundled with the new 
Amigas, 3.1 SE which is a slightly cut-down 
version to work on a standard Amiga; then there 
is 3.1 R2 which is currently the most powerful of 
all the Wordworth versions. 

Like Final Writer, Wordworth can handle 
most of your letter writing needs and to help you 
make sure all your words are the right ones, it 
comes with a speilchecker and thesaurus. No 
grammar checker however, but it makes up for 
this by having functions for tables and 
something called Text Effects that enables you 
to let those creative juices flow when the 
occasion calls for it. 

The navigation tools you find in Final Writer 
are missing as are Style tags, Endnotes and 
ARexx, but these are set to be implemented in 
the new and exciting Wordworth 5, due to be 
released in January. With this version, there will 
also be something called Wizards. These will 
help you create documents by simply asking you 
a few questions about the elements you require, 

Much more useful in my opinion is a feature 
for background printing which means you'll be 
able to write one letter, have it printed in the 
background while you get on with writing 
another. A number of these functions are already 
implemented in early versions which I have been 
able to test run and they seem to work quite 
well, I have high expectations for the program 
when it is eventually released. 

Wordwortli 3.1 R2 

Price: £79.99 
Supplier: Dig ita International 



Contact: 01395 270273 



Verdict: 90% 
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DTP software 

The two best DTP packages on the Amiga at 
the moment are PageStream 3, which is the 
most powerful but still under construction, and 
Professional Page 4.1 , which is no longer being 
developed but is still available. 

For more information on PageStream 3, turn 
to page 38 for a review of how it is progressing 
as well as a long, hard look at some of the really 
powerful functions it has. If you prefer something 
less expensive or maybe you are used to 
PageSetter and would prefer to work in the 
same way, you might like to give Professional 
Page 4.1 a try. It's available from LH Publishing 
(m 01 908 370230) for £49.95 and if you ask to 
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speak to me when you ring up, I'll be happy to 
extol its virtues and tell you why I use it in the 
running of my own business. You can also check 
out a review of it in the December 1 995 issue of 
Amiga Shopper. 

Databases 
Final Data 3 

Final Data 3 is a listview-style database that is 
still as easy to use as ever. It is also so powerful 
that not only does it look more like a 
spreadsheet, it can perform a fev^ of the 
functions you would normally associate with that 
type of program. This makes Final Data 3 
useable for creating bank statements and the 
like along with a database of all your customers. 

Version 3 sees a number of new features 
like the ability to display graphics on the same 
screen and play sounds as vifell as animations. It 
even has a Slide Show menu item. What you 
see on screen can also be filtered quite a lot 
thanks to a decent Query function as well 
as a View filter, so you can choose 
which columns you want displayed 
and so on. 

It may not have received 
the most favourable of 
reviews in the past but there 
is certainly something to be said 
for a program that lets you create a 
database in minutes and that is simple to 
use and maintain. 

Final Data 3 

Price; £39,95 
Supplier; Softwood Europe 
Contact; 01773 521606 



Verdict: 86% 



Datastore 1 

Another program from the Digita International 
stable, Datastore is a simple to use, flat file 
database. It is form view only, which basically 
means you can only view one record on-screen 
at a time. This allows you to design creative- 
looking interfaces for each database, which is 
one of the reasons it has been such a success. 

Datastore 1 comes with a number of 
templates that you can use to base your own 
database upon or if need be, you can create 







Leftt Just look at Final 
Data 3 now! As well as 
that much-unloved 
spreadsheet appearance 
there is a function to 
display graphics like this. 
Below: Whatrousee on 
screen can now be 
extensively filtered 
through a Query function 
as well as a selective 
View feature, which is 
new to Final Data 3. 
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your own using some of Datastore's really 
cool design tools. Each of the fields can have its 
own label as well as be illustrated with a picture 
or two. Pictures can also be added to each 
record created. 

In version 2, which is being released shortly, 
there are several new features being 
added including a listview, a modeless 
Find requester and a 'Print to Screen 
Records' function. This on top of 
some of the already useful features 
like a two-function Query panel so 
you can choose two operators to 
filter what you see on-screen and 
three levels of sorting. 
Combine Datastore with the mail merge 
features found in Wordworth and you have a 
formidable duo for handling everything from 
company memos to mail shots. 

Datastore 1 

£49.99 



Supplie r : Digita Infernational 



Contact 01395 270273 



Verdict: 88% 
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Above: The Query 
function in Datastore 
enables you to pick and 
choose groups of records 
for display on-screen. 
Left: Oatastare has to be 
one of the prettiest and 
easiest to use database 
programs there is. 
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IVvist 2 

There are simple databases that can do a 
good job of keeping track of your customers 
and there are complex and very powerful 
databases that can do all that and much more. 
Twist 2 falls into the latter category. Its 
strength lies in the way separate databases 
can be made to relate to each other. It also has 
very powerful calculation functions enabling you 
to create files much more powerful than the 
usual things people expect from a database, 
such as address books, etc. 

From the time you work through the first 
tutorial, you are shown how to create 
business-like databases where the fields in a 
record can be made relational to other fields. 
This enables you to have two fields that 
interact with each other to provide input for 
another field, Very much like a spreadsheet, 
VAT for example, is easily configured so it's 
added or not added to the total price of a 
group of items, depending on a code of your 
choosing that is entered. 

These powerful features let you control 
stock, customer records and even your 
accounts. The manual contains brief but 
reasonably good tutorials to get you up to 
speed, although there is no on-line help 
which when you consider the size of the 
manual, for such a powerful program it 
wouldn't do any harm. 

Databases can be viewed in form view 
where pictures can be mixed with text and 
figures or in list view for easy access to multiple 
records. There is even a built in text editor. Twist 
certainly didn't strike me as being the most 
intuitive of databases I've ever used on the 
Amiga, but it certainly is the most powerful one 
that is currently available. 



1Wist2 


Pirice: £99.99 


SumJlier: HiSoft 


Contact: 0500 223660 


Verdict: 89% 
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► InfoNEXUS/DataNEXUS 

Corring from Optonioa, you would expect these 
programs to have a multimedia bent about them 
and you would be right. Both these programs 
are well suited to people on a tight budget 
looking for tools to manage their files and keep 
track of their business. 

InfoNEXUS 2 is the file manager and 
provides a fuss free way of managing the 
storage of your files. It isn't as powerful as 
Directory Opus 5 but then it doesn't have to be 
because it does have one unique ace up its 
sleeve. It's called an image browser and it 
enables you to have a directory of images 
viewed as thumbnails. This one feature alone is 
worth the price. 

DataNEXUS meanwhile is a simple 
database with the same type of custom 
interface as InfoNEXUS, an interface you either 
love or hate. Considering DataNEXUS is thrown 
in free with InfoNEXUS, you can't really whinge 
about it, although it would be helpful if the 
manual was a little better (like having an index) 
so you can get more out of the program. 

InfoNEXUS/DataNEXUS 

Price: £29.99 

Supjiller; Optonica 

Contact; 01455 558282 



Verdict: 80% 



Organiser 2 

Not so much a database as an electronic 
filofax, Organiser 2 is the type of thing we all 
need so we don't miss the important things in 
life, like the open golf day out at Wentworth or 
the wife's birthday. With an interface just like a 
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I'll let you make your own mind up about the 
interface for DataNEXUS. Just bear in mind that 
the program comes free with InfoNEXUS 2. 
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Left: Twist 2 enables you 
to view your database in 
form view like this, or 
listview where multiple 
records are displayed 
on-screen af once. 
Below: The options In 
Twist 2 when creating 
fields are plentiful and 
powerful, letting you 
make light work of 
creating databases that 
help you keep control of 
your business. 
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"Both these 
programs are well 
suited to people 
on a tight budget" 



real filofax, using a program like this is dead 
simple. It has to' be one of the easiest to use 
programs on any computer. 

Organiser 2 has various sections for 
appointments, tasks, address book and 
supplements. There's no section for making 
notes yet, but it is possible to use a word 
processor like Wordworth to save an ASCII 
file to the Supplements directoty and get 
Organiser to rescan the disk to load this 
information into Organiser. 

The program can be run from Start-Up and 
either run full screen or hidden from view. The 
important thing with a program like this is that 



o:g:iQ Orggnj^Br z B I9g6 Ulg,1g :nlern[it:Qnal 



I grtftntg chdI Kay - comfol att o) 



it's always running so that it can remind you of 
important appointments before they happen. 
New in version 2 is a function to create links 
between items such as linking an address to an 
appointment. You will also find little scroll arrows 
that let you scroll through a list of events when 
space gets tight on the page. 

Organiser 2 is well recommended for not 
only those in business but also to those of you 
who need a filofax but don't want to be seen 
with the real thing. And don't forget to ask 
Digita about the 96PlusPack which contains 
oodles of new supplements and theme 
templates for Organiser, 



Organiser 2 



Price: £49.99 



Sup plier! Digita International 



Contact: 01395 270273 




Verdict: 92% 



star buy 



Accounts/stock 

control/invoicing 

EasyLedgers 

As we now know, taking care of business 
requires a number of tools. One for the 
accounts, another to handle sales and yet 
another for looking after the stock, If all these 
could be handled by one program, it would have 
to be pretty special and a program that fits this 
bill is EasyLedgers. 

EasyLedgers is made up of five separate 
modules, all sharing a similar-looking interface. 
This is important for those who want to be up 
and running quickly because it means you 
don't have to learn five different programs. 
The other advantage to EasyLedgers is that 
because the stock control and sales are handled 
in the one program, the two can talk to each 
other so if an item is sold, the stock can be 
updated to reflect that. 
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Above: Digita's Organiser 
Is one of the mast user- 
friendly programs you will 
probably ever use. It 
comes with many 
interesting supplements 
and templates to help get 
you started. 
Left: As well as making 
sure you dont miss any 
important meetings. 
Organiser 2 also acts as 
an address database. 
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Once set up, using the program is all 

relatively easy, or as easy as an accounts 
program can be, I felt the interface was perhaps 
a little old-fashioned in appearance, not by 
Amiga standards which it conforms to quite well, 
but when judged against similar programs on 
the PC. The manual is also a little light on 
substance when you consider how powerful the 
program is. For the sake of a few quid, the 
documentation could be improved to include 
more illustrations for the excellent tutorials and a 
more detailed reference section. There is no on- 
line help and as such the learning curve with the 
program is rot as easy as it could be. 

With a price drop to £1 20, this program is 
just about the right price for the market and 
deserves to do well - which it already is 
apparently. I should also mention that it is 
dongle-protected which will mean that those of 
you who like to play the odd game between 
business meetings will need to sliut down your 
Amigas to exchange dongle and joystick. 
Another case of the minority spoiling it for the 
majority, However, this dongle does enable 
Wizard to offer a 28-day money back 
guarantee. Can't be bad. 



EasyLedgers 



Price: £119.99 



Supplier! Wizard Developments 



Contact: 01322 272908 



Verdict: 88% 



System 3 

If ever there's a program that has been tried and 
tested, it is Digita's System 3. It has been 
around on the Amiga and other platforms for 
ages, and although it is starting to show its age 
with an interface definitely at odds with today's 
programs. System 3 can still cut it when it comes 
to looking after the numbers in your business. 

There is a but though. When I first ran the 
two programs that come with System 3, they 
didn't like me using custom fonts on a hires 
screen Workbench screen. This meant I had 
to change my Workbench back to use the 
dreaded Topaz 8. Once I had that sorted out, I 
found System 3 a breeze to get up and 
running thanks to the easy to follow tutorials in 
the 50-page manual. 

However, I did dislike having to remember 
{or keep a hard copy handy) all the product 
codes I was using for creating invoices. 
After having used Quickbooks on the PC, 
which lets you scroll through a list of product 
codes, this way of working is a mite annoying 
and old hat. 

All in all though. System 3 is a very useful 
accounts program providing you can put up with 
the old-fashioned interface. With a price of only 
£39.99 for registered Digita users, it's a 
bargain. Just one more thing Digita. How about 
some templates! 



System 3 



£59.99 (£39,99 registered) 



SuppllCR Digita Inte rn ational 
Contact: 01395 270273 



Verdict: 79% 
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Right: Entering cash 
sales is handled by 
EasyLedgers' Sales 
module, where cash sales 
can be entered and stock 
adjusted automatically. 
Below: EasyLedgers 
features five modules 
which let you take care of 
stock control, sales, the 
accounts and much more. 
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Above: System 3 has 
many useful functions, 
including one that lets 
you creBte invoices- 
Left: Cash sales are 
easily taken care of. The 
interface is ageing a bit, 
but the number crunching 
is Still good. 



Caslibook Combo 

This is another blast from the past from Digita 
International, Cashbook Combo is used for 
recording cash and bank transactions as well as 
keeping track of VAT. It looks very much like 
System 3, but with a slightly updated 
interface. This meant I didn't have to 
go and change all my system fonts. 

With more functions (thank 
System 3) to take care of the 
accounts side, Cashbook Combo 
costs a little more than 
System 3 although registered 
Digita users can still get it for 
less than £60. 

Cashbooic Combo 

Price: £79,99 (£5 9 .99 registered) 
Supplier: Dig ita Internafiorial 




Contact: 01395 270273 



VenJict: 75% 



iVioney iVIatters 3 

Money Matters 3 is much more up to date. This 
program lets you keep track of your business 
and personal accounts with tools that are both 
intuitive and user-friendly. It is not an invoicing 
program and so it won't let you record cash 
sales and perform invoicing in the way many 
business- based accounts programs do. But, it 
does let you set up multiple accounts to run 
side -by- side. These can be used for keeping 
track of the money made from sales and so on. 

The program comes with a typically good 
Digita manual as well as on-line help. Combine 
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these with the useful templates, and you'll find 
setting up different types of accounts a breeze. 
You will for example see how Type codes can be 
used for things like VAT as well as for products 
and expenses. 

By the time you read this, Money 
Matters 4 will be released and the 
good news for Amiga Shopper 
readers is that a three-month time- 
limited version of the program 
will be on February's 
Coverdisk, That way, you 
can try it out for yourself by creating all 
your accounts and if after the three months you 
find it useful, the accounts you have created can 
be loaded into the full version. 

Amongst the new features is AmigaGuide 
on-line help [as opposed to a custom help 
system), Digisense for ease of use, Financial 
reminders, Insurance inventory, a calculator with 
a currency converter and clipboard support, 

iVIoney iVIatters 3 

Price: £49,90 (Money Matters 4) 

Supplier: Digita International 

Coittact: 01395 270273 



Verdict: 86% 



Spreadsheets 

TlirboCalc 3.5 

Having taken one look at the free TurboCalc 
manual that came with my Amiga Technologies 
Amiga 1 200, 1 didn't really want to look at this 
program. In no way does this manual do it any 

33 



► 35 



Investing in AMIGA" 




Q a AMfGA \t2m 
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Magic 
Pack 
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£399.99 
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fax 
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£115.00 
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NEW! 
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£299.99 
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a mouse 
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...and that's not all. We have Hard drives, CD drives, High density' floppy drives, gravel 
drives, SyQuest drives. We have the fantastic Panasonic PD system, formatted to the cotiect 
AMIGA standard. We have SCSI towers from only £89.95 delivered. We have most good CD 
ROM disks in stock. We have a carefully chosen selection of serious softwate in stock. 

In shott, if it's for the AMIGA, and it's good, you can buy it from us. 



sign is youi guarantee of a FouiSquare Deal. 
So come and see us or use our Mail Order Service. Either way, the service is second to none. 



Remember, the FourSquare Q □ 



Please note our NEW address 

Brian Fowler Computers Ltd 

90 South Street 

Exeter 

Devon EXl lEN 

Phone us on (01392)499 755 
Fax us on (01392)493 393 

brian_ fowler@cix. compulink. co . uk 
CompuServe 100072,1536 

(We have a lot more planned for the 
coming months... stay tuned!) 
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□ □ Fowler 

□ i^omputers Ltd 

(01392)499 755 
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Right: Money Matters 3 
has various reporting 
functions, including lists 
to the screen or printer 
and various graphs. 
Below: Many different 
types of transactions can 
be given codes which can 
then be entered into the 
accounts. These include 
products, services, 
suppliers and VAT. 
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8)/M/1993 PC 
83/84/1993 PC 
84/81/1993 NC 
85/84/1993 NC 
85/84/1993 PC 
87/84/1993 NC 
87/84/1993 NC 
87/84/1993 PC 
11/84/1993 NC 
14/84/1993 NC 
15/84/1993 PC 
18/84/1993 NC 
21/84/1993 NC 
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iCNT Prenises Rental 
FflXL FBX LeasE Psunent 
RECountant Charges 
Sickness Insurance 
Road Tax 
Pftrcl 

Car Insurance 
Telephone Bill 
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127.89 

3(.29 
262.48 
194.91 
188.88 

15.89 
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Justice, because without using the manual, I 
found TurboCalc has grown into one of the best 
Amiga spreadsheets. It's not as powerful as 
Final Calc, but then there's plenty of grunt under 
its hood. The surpnsing thing about this is that 
TurboCalc is still very easy to get going with, 
making it appealing to novices and experts alike. 

TurboCalc has all the usual spreadsheet 
functions. The interface for OKample is very 
configurable and inserting functions into a cell is 
a breeze. When you want to show off your data 
in a more visually appealing way, there is always 
TurboCalc's graph functions to play with. 

TurboCalc also imports and exports to Lotus 
1 23, Excel 4 and Gold Disk's Pro Calc. 
Considering the price of Turbo Calc, free with 
new Amigas and less than £50 for those who 
already have an Amiga, there is no doubting the 
value in this program. You never know, with a 
better manual, Digita may even be able to make 
spreadsheets popular again. 



llirboCalc 3.5 



Price: £49.99 



Supplier: Digita International 



Contact: 01395 270273 



Verdict: 89% 



Final Calc 

It's been labelled the most powerful 
spreadsheet on the Amiga and it is. What this 
spreadsheet can't do isn't worth doing, to coin a 
popular phrase. Whether you want to create 
invoices, credit notes or order forms, Final Calc 
will certainly do the business for you, 

Not only that, once you have created the 
database of your choice and entered the 
relevant data, graphs like you wouldn't 
believe can be created and then printed, or if 
you prefer, saved to disk to use in your 
multimedia presentations. 

The only downside of Final Calc is that 
the interface is heavy going for spreadsheet 
novices and so a steep learning curve can be 
expected. However, for businesses that require 
heavyweight number-crunching tools, they don't 
come much more heavyweight than Final Calc. It 
has all the functions you would expect in a 
spreadsheet and some that you probably 
wouldn't expect. 

Final Calc 

Price: £99.99 

Supplier: Softwood Europe 



Contact: 01773 521606 



Verdict: 89% 
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Above: Inserting the 
necessary formula into a 
cell is as easy as it can be 
In TurboCalc. 
Left: The options for the 
type of interface you 
design for your 
spreadsheet can be many 
and varied, thanks to 
TurboCalc's call 
formatting tools. 
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Comms 

Unless you've been sunning yourself in Cyprus 
along with all those other fugitive tycoons, you 
will have no doubt heard about the Internet This 
is the information superhighway that links the 
world by phone. Anyone in business these days 
needs to be connected to the Internet, Whether 
you have your own home page advertising your 
wares or just prefer to plug your products in 
user groups and other areas, being on the 
Internet can bnng you closer to your customers 
and even find you with new ones. 

There are a number of on-line services for 
you to partake in, CompuServe is one, the 
Internet is another, CIX is another and so on. 
Think of each one as a separate city with 
electronic highways in between. Electronic 
highways that you can surf up and down using 
your Amiga armed with some suitable software 
generally provided by the server you choose. 

Within each of the services are different 
areas (think of them as suburbs) where you can 
join in group discussions on various subjects. 

Taking the Internet as an example, you can 
surf along to an Aminet site and download from 
there Public Domain software or demos of 
commercial programs, "Kbu can then browse 
{window- shop) by looking at various Web pages 
such as the one extolling the virtues of the 
Hewlett-Packard printers and scanners. If you 
tire of that (or run out of money), you can visit or 
join various user groups where you will be kept 
up to date with the latest happenings and in 
touch with users and publishers alike. 

At the very least, you can use the E-mail 
facility which enables people from all over the 
world to send you electronic mail which can 
arrive in seconds rather than weeks. 

To do all this you need a server or maybe 
two. Living in Milton Keynes for example, I 
access CompuServe direct via a London 
number (serving CompuServe) while all my 
E-mail and Internet adventures are handled by 
Powernet (serving the Internet) here in Milton 
Keynes. What Powernet (^ 01 908 5031 26) do 
is to give me (well it costs about £1 4 a month 
actually) a gateway to the Internet. They also 
provided all the software required to surf the 
networks as well as idiot-proof technical support 
to use this software. 

Independent servers like Powernet can 
be found all around the country, or you can link 
up with one of the most popular major servers 
like Demon. 

Another use for your modem is for receiving 
and sending faxes. Some people prefer 
dedicated fax machines which can be left on all 
the time, while others (like me) prefer the faxing 
to be handled from the computer. You may 
prefer both, a fax machine for receiving faxes, 
and a fax modem for sending letters straight 
from your word processor, A piece of software 
you can use for this is GPFax, 



GPFax 

All the way from my home town of Brisbane 
comes GPFax, written by Greg Perry, the same 
Aussie responsible for Easy Ledgers reviewed 
elsewhere in this Supertest. GPFax is dead 
simple to use but nonetheless a powerful fax 
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No 57 & 58, Top Floor 

Glasshouses Mill 

Nr Pateley Bridge 

Harrogate 

North Yorkshire 

HG3 5QH 

Tel: +44 (0) 1423 712600 Fax: +44 (0) 1423 712601 

Leading manufa-cturers of RAM expansions to all major distributors and dealers, are offering an 
AUTUMN SALE!! of all their products, SLASHING up to 20% off recommended retail prices. 

Why not purchase your requkements direct from the manufacturer? 

We guarantee despatch within three days Don't hang around. ORDER NOW!! 





RRP Our price 



A500 Expansion to 1Mb..., 
Also avaiiabis with clock . 



.£19.99 
.£24.99 



.£15.99 
.£19.99 




A500 Plus 

Expansion 

to 2Mb 



RRP £24.99 
Our price £19.99 





RRP Our price 



A600 Expansion to 2Mb ...£29.99 ...£23.99 
Also available with clock £39.99 ...£31.99 



A1200 Ram Accelerator 





External Drive. 
(All Amigas) 



.£59.99 ...£39.99 




Uses 32bit, 72 way Simms 

Built in real-time clock 

Optional maths co-processor 

Various configurations 






RRP 




Our Price 


OMb 




£59.99.. 

£99.99.. 




£47.99 


1Mb 




£82.99 


2Mb 


...£129.99 . 




...£107.99 


4Mb 


Iz F.P.U .. 

crystal) 


...£189.99 . 
...£309.99 . 
£49.99.. 




...£157.99 


8Mb 




...£257.99 


33MI 




£37.99 


(and<: 









Also S-port (connect CD32 to Arnica). With CD and networking software £21.99 

A1200 internal real-time clock £10.99 
Rin^gfor best prices on 30 and 72 way SIMMS, hard drives, modems, mice etc and we will try to beat any genuine deal, 
ACCESS/VISA Welcome. 3 YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL OUR PRODUCTS!!! E&OE. All goods subject to availability 
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program that can be used to send, receive and 
print faxes. 

The creation of the fax is usually done in a 
word processor, although because the fax itself 
is created by printing a document to disk using 
a special printer driver, you can use your 
scanner to create fax documents and all sorts. 
All the normal features you would require like an 
address book for your fax numbers, a logging 
facility to keep track of incoming and outgoing 
calls, as well as ARexx so GPFax can be linked 
up with other ARexx programs, are present. 



GPFax 



Price: £44,95 



Suppli er! Wizard Developments 



Contact: 01322 272908 



Verdict: 90% 




star buy 



Hardware 

Software is all well and good but you will need 
more than just a basic Amiga to help you run 
your business, An Amiga 1 200 will do, although 
you will find a boxed Amiga like the 4000 
does have a few advantages such as 
being able to take a graphics card 
for an improved display. 

The 4000 though is an 
expensive option, and this may 
prevent you from affording a 
back up machine. Just 
remember that computers do 
fail from time to time and there is 
nothing worse than not being able to access 
your database when you need to. My own 
business, LH Publishing, makes use of three 
1 200s as well as some other computers I won't 
mention in this family magazine. The advantage I 
found in choosing this route, is that I can take 
hard drives and so on from any of the Amigas 
and interchange them with the other Amigas, in 
case a machine fails. 

Backing up 

Which leads me to playing safe and making sure 
all the data on your Amiga is backed up or to 
put it another way, a copy made of it for safe 
keeping. Anyone who has tried backing up their 
hard dnve to floppy disk, will know what a 
proverbial pain in the butt it is. 

To avoid this brain damaging experience, 
you can make use of a number of different types 
of back up devices. Like a DAT drive for 
example. This is device which backs up your 
data to a miniature-looking cassette tape. These 
devices (DAT drives) aren't cheap, costing as 
much as £700 and they also require a SCSI 
connector. The cheapest option is an internal 
model although external models can be mounted 
outside your Amiga if you really have to. 

Tapes for the dnves cost around £1 and 
hold up to 2Gb (2,000Mb) of data. This means 
if you have a 500Mb hard drive, it is possible to 
back it up several times to the one tape without 
overwriting the last back up. There are several 
programs you can use to back up your hard 
drive to a DAT drive, including Amiback and 
Removable Media Network Tools from Fourth 
Level Developments (o 01 1 7 985 4455), 
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Right: Final Catc is 
capable of generating 
stunning graphs including 
animated ones. 
Below: The honour for 
the most powerful 
spreadsheet on the 
Amiga goes to Final Cslc 
from Softwood. 





Panasonic PD system 

A more practical device is the Panasonic PD 
system. I use it for backing up my books and 
other data to. It is a single tray that can act as a 
quad-speed CD drive or a 650 optical 
disk drive. Like the DAT drive, it needs 
a SCSI connection which shouldn't 
be a problem with devices like the 
Squirrel about. Cost is £600, 

If the amount of data you 
have to back up isn't that great, 
you could try the Zip drive. 
This is currently taking the 
world by storm and can be 
difficult to find. Basically, it's a SCSI 
removable drive which will enable you to back 
up around 1 001^4 b of data to a special sort of 
disk which costs around a tenner. With the drive 
itself costing less than £200, the value is not in 
doubt and anyone who needs a value for money 
back up device should give this a good look. 



"You will need 
more than just a 
basic Amiga to 
help you run 
your business." 



Doing impressions 



If what you need to use won't run on your 
Amiga, like Excel the spreadsheet or 
PageMaker the DTP program, why not 
consider an emulator? This is hardware or 
software that enables you to run programs 
from the PC or Macintosh on your Amiga. 

After all, there is no point in giving up 
your Amiga just to run the odd application 
is there? For the PC, there are various 
hardware emulators for boxed Amiga 
owners as well as software like PC Task 3. 

If you prefer to use a Macintosh, then 
you could turn to something like 
Shapes hitter which has received very good 
reviews in recent months. 
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Also good value the.se days is a second 
hard disk. With prices having dropped below 
£200, another external or internal drive may be 
a good choice, By making sure all your data files 
are saved to the same partition, this can be 
easily backed up by creating a second partition 
the same size on another hard drive. All that is 
needed then to back up your files, is to disk 
copy one partition to another. 

Hard copy 

You can also back up data to paper by using a 
printer. Every Amiga owner at some time or 
another will need a printer and business users 
more than most. I won't dwell on this because 
next month Amiga Shopper has a Supertest on 
printers where I can give you a lot more detail 
about the choices you can make, I will say 
however, that if you are choosing a printer for 
your business, think hard about what you need it 
for. A laser is like having a photocopier and in 
conjunction with a scanner can be used as 
such, as can an Inkjet but this type of printer is 
much slower than the laser. However, an Inkjet is 
useful if you require colour output, while if you 
use multi-part invoicing, you may need an impact 
printer {pin printer). 

Scanners 

Just as you need a way of outputting your work, 
there will be times when you need a way of 
getting stuff into your Amiga. Just the other day I 
needed a copy of an important document and 
used the scanner to make this copy. Which was 
just as well because the original went missing in 
the post and I had to use the back up. Saved by 
the Amiga again. 

The best scanner on the Amiga at the 
moment is the Epson GT-9000 although it's 
about to come under stiff competition from its 
stable-mate, the Epson GT-5000. This will be 
hundreds of pounds cheaper according to 
retailers. Flatbeds are the best choice even if 
fhey are a bit pricey - make sure you take into 
account that you'll need something like ImageFX 
1 .5 and a special parallel cable. 

If cash is a bit tight, then consider as a 
last resort a hand scanner. Power Computing 
(tr 01 234 273000) do a very good colour hand 
scanner, while if all you do is scan line art and 
OCR text, then try the Alfascan Plus from 
Golden Image (E 0181 900 9291). ■ 
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PageStreann 



PageStream 3 is a heavyweight desl<top publishing program that promises to put Amiga DTP on the 
map. Here to expose the program's virtues is Larry Hickmott. 



Desktop publisKing on the 
Amiga has for a long time 
been very strong, but it 
looked like going sour when 
Gold Disk pulled out of the 
market However, it turned out that 
Soft-Log ik didn't need competition from 
Gold Disk for it to continue to develop 
PageStream into a world-beating program. 

Instead, this great American developer 
turned its sights on QuarkXPress and PageMaker, 
the killer DTP applications on the Macintosh and 
PC. Soil-Logik has developed PageStream 3 for 
the Amiga with further versions also being 
developed for the PC and Macintosh. 

Just over a year ago - a year late as it was 
- PageStream 3 was released unfinished. The 
howls of protest from user and media alike were 
heard all the way back to St. Louis, where Soft- 
Logik are based. Despite telling us the program 
would be useable, few Amiga owners I talked to 
thought it was. 



Unfinished business 




a vary diffarant Amiga magazine 
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T^s ability to have different views of ttte one 
document is very useful. 

However, nowadays PageStream 3, despite 
still not being finished, is a much better 
program. A fact that has not gone unnoticed by 
the powers that be at Amiga Shopper, who 
decided that I should report on its progress. 

Not that I haven't stopped looking at it I 
have after all just spent many weeks creating a 




Soft-Log ik may have made dramatic progress 
with this version of PageStream but it still has 
a number of features that are unfinished. 
These include Plate Control, Find and Replace, 
Facing Pages, Greeking Text, Trapping, 
anchoring a graphic to a piece of text, editing 
the kerning of a font and quite a few more. 



Many of these should be finished in version 
3.0 i and the rest by 3.1. I've given up predicting 
when this will happen because the release 
dates se«m to get put back further and further. 
Give them six months I reckon and we should 
have a DTP program that will be as near to 
perfect as we will ever see on the Amiga. 



book with PageStream and although i didn't feel 
as comfortable with the program as I would like, 
the fact I got the job done without any major 
hiccups was a good indication of just how far 
Soft -Log ik have progressed with it. 

The version for this review is 3.0h2. It was 
supposed to be 3.0i, but Soft-Logik were 
obviously having a spot of bother getting this 
one done and so a second "h" release was put 
together, so those people buying the new Text 
Effects module could use it with the program. 
(Text Effects won't work with release 3. Oh.) 

Kicicing tlie Amiga liabit 

PageStream is a real killer application. In most 
reviews the real high end features are glossed 
over because many of you simply won't need 
them for daily use. But there isn't any point in 
talking about the basics, because PageStream 3 
has them all and a lot more besides. 

It is the high end features that make 
PageStream 3 so special. Many of you will know 
that I not only currently use ProPage 4.1 , but I 
also sell it. The reason I use ProPage 4.1 for 
nearly all my work is because it's quick, reliable 
and I know it better than I know my wife. Sad, 
but true. So you might expect me to slag 
PageStream off a wee bit. Well, you'd be wrong. 

There are times when professional or 
senous publishers need high end features and 
nothing was able to provide them - until 
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Pag eSt ream 3 arrived. When my printing firm 
said, "Can't you trap thai logo?" I had to say no 
because PrcPage can't do that - nor can any 
other current publishing program on the Amiga, 
This is just one of a number of features that 
wifl be present in the software when it is fully 
operational. Users, disappointed with how long 
PageStream 3 is taking to be finished, often ask, 
"Will it be worth the wait?" The answer is yes. 

Under the thunnb 

There are plenty of things in PageStream that no 
other program on the Amiga has. Like the Edit 
Palette, for example. This is a floating bar that 
lets you access many of the functions normally 
hidden away in menus, I'm sure many of you will 
have had to go to a menu to change the size of 
your text or rotate a box. In PageStream 3, the 
Edit Palette lets you do all this and a lot more 
very quickly. If I was to give out awards for the 
best feature to be impfemented, it would have to 
be the Edit Palette. 

The rest of the features I want to mention 
are more specialist. Ones like Insert Character 
where you can access letters outside the normal 
keyboard character set. I was able to find some 
interesting dingbats, for example. 

Imagine you need to create a table of 
figures for a sailing club and want a picture of a 
boat to be inserted in different places. By using 
this feature and selecting a font that contains a 
sailing boat, the character can be inserted at the 
click of a button. Brilliant and very useful now 
that I've had the chance to play with it. 

While on the subject of text, PageStream 3 
continues to let you add fonts on the fly - that 
is, after running the program. I was able to add 
fonts at any time from hard disk, floppy disk and 
CD. Another useful feature for those of us who 
do manuals and write books is anchoring an 



Upgrades 



II you require PageStream upgrades, these 
are available free front CompuServe or from 
Soft-Logik's own BBS. You can also contact 
LH Publishing, we have them all up to 3.0h2 
and provide these at a nominal charge to 
cover costs. Call ^ 01908 370230. 
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>ls well as style tags for text, objects can also 
be tagged with a set of attributes. 

object to test. This is something I have used with 
QuarkXPress and I was very disappointed that it 
isn't as yet implemented in PageStream 3. It will 
be though, so I can hold tight until it is. 

One feature you don't have to wait for is 
PageStream 3's ability to convert a drawing into 
a text frame. Recently, I made use of some 
screen shots of text in the shape of a phone in 
ProPage. This was done using text ainaround 
and a couple of clips from ProDraw. With 
PageStream 3 it's even simpler. 

Picture this 

Anyone looking at PageStream 3 and thinking 
that its text handling is good should take a look 
at the way it handles graphics. Not only does 
PageStream 3 come with a superb bitmap editor 
called BME, it also supports more graphics than 
you can poke a stick at. Not everything is 
catered for, and some (like the JPEG filter) will 
cost a few extra quid, but put them all together 
and there is very little PageStream won't handle. 
I expect that this will get even better as the PC 
and Macintosh versions are created. 

For me though, one of the really necessary 
features is trapping. Imagine a red circle on top 
of a green one. When printed using most Amiga 
programs, where the red one sits on top of the 
green one, the paper will be left white so the red 
ink isn't printed on top of the green. (This is 
called Knockout.) However, if the printer doesn't 
quite print the red circle in the right place, a 
white line is created between the end of the red 
circle and the beginning of the green bit. 



To avoid problems like this occurring, you 
can use what is known as trapping, where one 
colour will be printed slightly bigger and another 
slightly smaller, so there is a small amount of 
overiap. This way, no tell-tale white lines appear. 
This will be one of the most useful functions in 
the program when I do colour work. When the 
function is finished that is. 

Of more importance to most users are the 
drawing tools that are being added to 
PageStream, A number of these tools are still to 
be finished, but if you take into account that in a 
program like PageMaker 5 on the PC you can't 
even draw a triangle, PageStream 3 starts to 
look pretty good, even without its missing tools. 

itchy and scratchy 

The functions discussed so far have only just 
scratched the surface. I haven't discussed the 
Pantone colours, the bitmap and gradient fills, 
the fencing and text runaround functions, etc. 
There is so much to PageStream 3 and yet, still 
so much to be finished and even more to be 
added when they finally get it fully functioning. 

Soft-Lcgik, after all, are having to play catch- 
up in some areas. Some of the new features in 
PageMaker 6 look pretty yummy and I hope 
Soft-Logik will take note of them. With versions 
of PageStream 3 being created for the PC and 
Macintosh, I am sure they have. Amiga users 
should benefit from that as well. 

Unlike the original version 3, this one is very 
usable. Many Amiga owners are doing 
magazines, books and more with it. If I sound 
enthusiastic about it, I am. However, I won't be 
giving up ProPage for it, because as much as I 
like PageStream 3, I can't see it completely 
replacing a program that copes pretty well 
already with what I do. PageStream 3 after all, is 
a big program and because of that it can be like 
driving a Roller around the streets of London. 1 
can always get a faster Amiga! ■ 

PageStream 3.0h2 

Price; £134.95 

Supplier! Soft Logik 

ConbKt: 001 314 256 9595 



Verdict: 87% 




If you are thinking of tiuying PageStream 3, 
then make sure you have the hardware to 
satisfy its hunger for memory and speed. 
Although It works tine with an A 1200 and 
6Mb of memory, try adding at least a 6S030 
accelerator and SMb of Fast ram to the 
2Mb of Chip RAM. If you want to really 
show off, then look out for a B8040 or even 
a 660G0 accelerator. This is killer application 
territory and it requires killer hardware. 
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New Final Calc'^'* is the sprendsheet Amiga ortnL-r? 
have l>eeii waiting for. Over four years in the 
developmcni stage^ Final Calc lias all the power 
you win ever need - and tlien souici 

VS'ilh ils frit^niJly Lntert'iiaf and on-line help for begbiner 
ailil expert alike. Final Calc ullo^vs oisy atrttiis to the 
mijSL cxEcnsive list of fciturcs ever ■ incliLding... 
'Comprehensive CelJType dermiiion "UnUmiteJ Und] 
&Redo ^OuclicseFomCXicput 'BackgrountlRe-cnlc 
* 17H Mitlis Fimtdofls wih comparison/ltjgiol opcnilorii 
•iJirect support for PosLScript™ & Preference Prbueri^ 'Print SpooliT. 
Scaling, Autofit.P^' Preview and Portnit/Lindscape printing opiiocis 
*lD/^D Graphs wnih animation ■ Rod and Vt'rite Lotus 1-2-^ .W'kl file? 
COUNTING ON THE BEST! 
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{Finally 



A Cultivated Approach 
to Data Management 

Now in its third release. Final 
Data 3'" retains its ease of use 
and unique method of simple 
data deHnition and entr>" - hut, 
now inckdes more advanced 
featurcBl 

E^tJi first time uslts on pnjdiioc 

Ehdr cm'Fi persmnal inftinniLtkm files 

iEluncdEitctj'! jVj tou hetome mure 

limijliar, yi*u curi lake iUlvajnai^c uf... 

• Riiiinirtfi (iilculitiiirtS * MuJliple 

line Meindis 'An extensive Quer^' Hquesier and.,. NFS' PiiwE Data 3 

featutes such as, • Hidden Cjjlimms ■ RedeRnitinn uf D-Jta (eg. tmm Test 

to a Memo etilumn) * Gnphics, Sound and Animation (Requires use of 

Datatypes found inVv'brklx'nch \{^ or above). Why don't you become... 

PERFECTLY ^hFORMED! 

Fiiuil Cak t'i'ikfhiea iLn' tray spivaifshi'^ls sbuiild trnti! -fuss tmil (tisitftitv, 

svbiist offering a tan^i' of ndimiced Jecitiitvs. 
tinai Daia 3 fxis imdergom a major nfigtmk uitb iatptyji'i'tmitts tfjut 

exU'Hii lis uipubiiUm hut n'teiin unique, msy dutu entry tecbniquei. 

If you would H^ to piuce mi order or just require the FULL sfiecifiaitious 

for liiu}! Cxiic or I'Umi iMa .1 p^eiise cati our... 

OrderLineonOl 773 52l606 




MIjo die bill the World's leading A mi^^a bviua & offke 
JmMfitctivit)' Sfipware deiviopef' couM offer ynu sucb it 
ivkie range ojinvarf! whmhig jjmgrams? 
A runge nahiiuieil tin the best for ]Viir amtpiiSer tiilb 
indwiduai pwgraitis having ivceiveif Ami^ci Format 
CJoid. Ami^^t Computm^ Bhte & Gold Chips, CU Amiga 
'Top Rated aud uutny, ntany ofhers worldwide. 
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Final Calc " 

5pret)dsheet 
The answer to every spreadsheet 
users^ dreams] With its flexible 
modes of operation, it's ideal 
for beginners and eii]}erts alike. 



• Layered sheets for multiple linked spreadsheet operation 

• Advanced Printing and font handling with auto-fit to 
page(s) and complete document scaling 

■ Vast choice oi graph st/les including 3D and animated 
to show calculation results actually as they progress 

■ Unlirrilted number of Undo and Redo events with listing 

• Lotus 1-2-3 .WKl compatible S full te>rt file import/esport 

'Aminfls nimw^ TTrv^ifrii i.W {rkucritilb a hml ilmv iml 
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Final Copy II' 

Word Processor 



m-./aVj 
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This powerful alternative h the ^ 

ideal companion for Amiga users ;^' 

with single or twin floppy driven ^ 
and a lower memory size. 

• PerfectPrint'" - an advanced system that enables you to 
output PostScript™ smooth -fonts to ANY printer in both 
landscape and portrait modes 

• FastDraw^* - on screen drawing tools for creation of boxes, 
Ijriej, borders, arrows etc. 

• Other features such as newspaper columns and import of 
graphics and pictures with scale, crop and autoflow text 

'Amtfius Ttimiitiji '\[~iiriiix'\KSt !J irisbjitipin' ur ^fd dmvs and a £49.98 

1 i\j l!i\h ijjnx' fttU 'm - 1 SWhi - ^Im rtfcmimnk-d Inc. ;*'-/.> 
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Final Writer 4 

Word Frocessor/Fublisher 
The most powerful Amiga word 
processor for users needing the 
highest performance and most 
comprehensive range of features. 

TextBlocks™ - to position text al any size and angle 
FastDraw PluV" - versatile selection of graphics tools 
TouchTools™ a PowerUser Bars^" - One touch commands 
PerfectPrinf " - You just can't print better on your Amiga 
French, German and Norwegian dictionary options 
Output PostScript'^- fonts & dip-art to ail graphic printers 
Suppled with 100 images and UO outlir^e fonts FREE! 

n iniittmm vf2. iMh r/Zn?? HW - .Uftn^ nxtinuteittied. 
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Finai Data 3"" 



yimjU^ 




powerful yet simple to use ^ 

database with extensive features ^ 

enhancing your potential to store "" 
important information EASILY, 

• Easy definition of columns for categories of information 
such as namer house number, street, town, county, postal 
code, phone number etc. - no unfamiliar commands! 

• Built-in routines for rapid label printing 

• Printi'mail merge with word processors 

• 'Memo' feature, acting like a 'Post-It' note, to enter 
large amounts of text within any record 

£39ji -■'Jf'R'" rtvrJijf^^.j'fjr^trjJii'.iifnrw nmun^ Wurt^Klt Uff 

lac p^ lalcr miti a mmmitm i^^SJKi^frveKA.U fSffia - Utht 



Softwood 

^^^m...Naturally Better"^ 




Sf)fm)ftd Pmdiids Europe Limited, {Depmiment amf ), }iew Stivet Aifreton, Derlyyshnv. im5 ^HP I'AX: OI ~ j .iMO'iO 
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Nick Veiich 



AMIGA 

M14 



We Ve had loads of letters asking 
us what the new AT monitors are 
like. So we asked Nick Veitch 
to take a look at one... 

In the first 10 years of the Amiga, 
Commodore proved themselves to 
be not quite exceilent when it came 
to the manufacture of peripherals 
for their most famous computer. 
There were hard drives that were too slow, 
external floppy drives that were three 
times the size of anyone else's, printers 
that were barely adequate for anything 
more than draft copies, and so on. 

The only consistently good peripherals were 
the monitors (which could have been because 
they were mostly produced by other 
manufacturers such as Philips), from the 
1 084S onwards. I bought a 1084 when they 
first came out. It has served me faithfully all 
these years, and the great thing is, it has a 
composite input too. 

Even later Commodore branded monitors, 
like the 1 960 and the 1 940s, which were both 
good, There were some problems with users 
complaining of letterbox screens with thick black 
borders. To be honest, I never really saw the 



"This is a qooc 
monitor. The 
iiic^yr^ quality is 
generally good " 
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point. Most displays have a black border around 
them, usually because the curvature right at the 
edge of the screen badly distorts the picture. 

Letterboxing is not a problem you will have 
with the new Amiga Technologies Ml 438S 
monitor, The image fits very snugly in the display 
area. A little too snugly on occasion. The actual 
phosphor region on the screen is radiused at 
the corners, which means your image does sit 
flush with the edges of the display. 

You can adjust the centering and vertical 
size of the display, but not vertical centering or 
horizontal size. You shouldn't have to in 
nomnal use, but beware if these functions are 
important to you. 

Vertical hold 

The display suffers when operating in low 
resolution modes. Black, unused space is clearly 
visible between consecutive lines of display. 
Whilst on a monitor such as the 1960, or even 
the 1 940, you could adjust the vertical size of 
the image to squash it together, this monitor will 
not allow you to squash the image enough to 
make a difference. 

Unfortunately, this monitor conforms to new 
EEC directives on emissions which means that 
no matter how much you fiddle with the 
brightness and contrast, it never looks really 
bright. Still, I suppose there's nothing that can 
be done about that - a really bright screen, or 
mutant children and chronic skin complaints, 
take your pick. The colours don't look quite as 
vibrant as either the 1 084 or the 1942 though. 

Obviously, it is a pre-requisite to have some 
form of stereo sound output these days. The 
twin rearwards mounted speakers provide a few 
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watts of sound, enough for game music and 
sound effects. If you are really into generating 
your own sound though, run it through your hi-fi, 
because these speakers (much the same as any 
in-monitor speakers to be fair) distort terribly at 
higher volumes. 

Get connected 

The monitor connects to the back of your 
Amiga via the 23-pin connector There is no 
need for an adaptor, which is both a good 
and a bad thing. Obviously it is more convenient 
not to have some great silver box sticking out of 
the back of your Amiga. But at least such 
adaptors exist - try getting ones that go the 
other way around. This means you will be unable 
to use this monitor with display cards such as 
the Retina, Picasso etc, or with any flicker tixers, 
even though with a horizontal scan rate of 
15-40KHZ and 45-1 OOHz vertical, it could easily 
display these screens. 

It may seem like I am being a bit harsh. I'm 
not really. This is a good monitor. The picture 
quality is generally good. The connections are 
fine if a little limiting (I'm sure someone could 
make you a suitable lead if you really needed 
one). The unit itself is reasonably compact, 
sturdy, has a nice base, clear if slightly washed- 
out picture, and represents very reasonable 
value for money. ■ 



Amiga M1438S 

Price: £299 (RRP) 



Supplier: Silica 



Contact: 0181 3091111 



Verdict: 75% 
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01322-272908 

BETWEEN 9AM AND WHi, MONDAY TO FRIDAY, TO PAY BY CREDfT 

CARD. TO PAY BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER PLEASE RETURN 

THE ORDER FORM BELOW TO - 

WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS, PO BOX 490, DARTFORD, KENT, DAI 2UH 



Oriferttem 



flrtw 



E&mMPCMim 



CONTACT US OH INTEKNET 

SALeS@WIZARD-D.DEMOH.ro.UK 



^stCodB 



Fkone Me. 
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/Ire you looking for a way of 
regaining some control over 
your //fe? John Kennedy may 
have the answer. 

Recently, I've noticed a definite 
shift as software releases 
become a lot more "people 
orientated". Computers it 
seems, are at last making 
moves away from tiie tiobtiylst, games and 
business maritet into the home. "Lifestyle 
software" is where it's at, and as a result 
you can can expect to see more and more 
products l\Ke Oigita's Organiser. 

Organiser 2 is a PIM - a Personal 
Information Manager. Basically, apart from the 
cooking and cleaning, it replaces your motiier by 
telling you how you should be running your life. 
As you can see from the screenshots. Organiser 
is an electronic personal filing system and the 
simplest way to represent this is graphically: like 
a real, hold-in-your-hand organiser. 

Organise your life 

You can enter information into the Diary part by 
clicking on the day's blank space. You can then 
set alarms to remind you to buy birthday 
presents or something more unlikely, such as 
finishing that review for Amiga Shopper on time. 
Other sections, which are all reached by clicking 
on the coloured tabs at the sides, include an 
Address Book, Calender and Task list. There is 
even a Supplements section which can be 
loaded with interesting snippets of information. 
Many example Supplements are provided for 
you; varying from the useful list of telephone 
codes to rather twee Household Hints which I 
will certainly be re-writing in Viz style as soon as 
I finish this review. 

The original version of Organiser was 
reviewed back in the halcyon days of AS55, 
where it scored 90 per cent simply because it 
was a great piece of software. Version 2 is not 
staggeringly different from version 1 . There have 
been a few minor improvements made to the 
display, and some settings and options are 
easier to reach. The Name and Address field 
has been enlarged, and some general speed 
improvements have been made. 

The more important addition is the ability to 
create links between items: for example, between 
an entry in the Diary section and a Name in the 
Address book. Click on the little paperclip icon 
and you can whizz to the related item. 

h's plain to see that time and effort have 
been lavished on Organiser. It may appear a 
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Each day in the Diary can tiave as 
' many entries as you regurre, anrf can 
now feature links to other items: note 
the paper dip icon. 



simple program - and let's fact :t, it is but 
everything has been polished and tweaked and 
fine-tuned until it's hard to find a single fault. {If 
pushed, I would suggest that it's a pity that you 
cannot enter text into the pages directly, but 
must use a requester instead. I'd also cough 
"ARexx?" under my breath). 



Easy peasy 

From the moment you load Organiser you won't 
have any problems trying to understand how to 
use it. All the options you need are at hand, and 
the large, colourful display is clear and easy to 
use. Amiga beginners won't get stuck because 
there's an extensive on-line help facility Amiga 
experts too won't find the program limiting, and 
will still be able to find something to play with, 

It's the experts who will appreciate the 
facilities which the beginners will take for 
granted: the DigiSense user interface will make 
guesses at what time or day you mean, and can 
happily cope with input such as "tomorrow" or 
"yesterday". Type in a name or postcode and 




TViB Supplements section gives a few moments 
of light relief, but the setting requester Is mare 
useful. Notice how the requester maizes use of 
fonts and hotl^eys. An example to us all. 
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the necessarj/ letters will be converted to 
capitals auto magically. 

If you are a fan of "On this day in history..." 
you'll be delighted to know that your Diary can 
keep you informed of historical anniversaries, 
celebrity birthdays, religious holy days and 
important astronomical dates. You can choose 
as many of these themes as you want: or none 
at all if you are more keen on making history 
than trying to relive it. The 96PlusPack of date 
and supplements can be bought separately for 
version 1 diehards. 

Although Organiser is likely to cost more 
than a real, I eat her- bound book it has several 
advantages. For a start, you are unlikely to leave 
it on a bus, and the alarm system means that 
you can't forget something important - assuming 
you happen to use your Amiga every day, like I 
do. In fact, I have to go as far as saying that for 
the first time in a few months I have found an 
essential addition to my Workbench, You will 
benefit most if you have a hard drive on your 
system, and more than 2Mb of RAM - Organiser 
then loads into the background at boot time and 
is ready to pop to the front when you need it. 

When you think about it, as the best home 
computer around, the Amiga is ideall/ suited for 
running personal software like this, and it's great 
to see a quality product. Let's hope there will be 
many more equally sophisticated - but more 
advanced - programs coming from Digita. ■ 



Organiser 2 



Price: £49.95 



Upgrade £14.99 



_Digita c ustomers save £1Q 




Supplier: Digi ta International 



Contact: 01395 270273 



Verdict: 91% 
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Scott Claymore 



Video 



ShopperReview 




It may not look like much, but 
Scott Claymore is very 
impressed with KRP Video's 
new Edit Plug. 

There's no doubt that properly 
edited video footage can 
maite the difference between 
enthralling an audience and 
boring it to tears. At its 
simplest, video editing consists of copying 
selected clips from one video tape (the 
source) to another video tape (the 
recorder). In this way, a sequence of video 
clips are assembled together and form a 
whole video presentation. Surprisingly 
enough, this form of editing is known as 
'assemble editing'. 

Assemble editing can be a real chore. It 
requires the selection of a video clip from raw 
footage, the cueing up of a source video player 
and a video recorder. If you are working 
manually, this is time consuming and can be 
discouraging. Moreover, it is a linear process. 
This means that even if one of the clips in a 
sequence is wrong, the viihole process has to 
be gone through again from that point onward. 
A daunting prospect indeed. 

Plug in and go 

step up KRP's Edit Plug to the rescue. If first 
impressions counted, the Edit Plug wouldn't get 
very far. It is a small, grey piece of plastic which 
looks like a parallel port diagnostic tool. 

But only a fool is taken in by looks alone. 
The first hint at the real power of the Edit Plug 
lies in its simple aluminium fascia, There are four 
sockets; two for controlling a video source 
player, one for a recorder, and a tilled in one for 
General Purpose Interface (GPI) triggering of a 
compatible piece of video equipment - 
usually a video mixer such as the 
Videonics MX1 . 

At its simplest, the Edit Plug 
enables the aspirational editor to 
assemble edit a video sequence 
using the minimum of equipment. 
That is, a source and a recorder 

At its most powerful, it allows A/B 
roll editing with transitions between 
scenes such as dissolves, frame accuracy 
using Rewritable Consumer Time Code 
(ROTO); insert editing of new footage over 
old footage (the preferred method of editing 
by more experienced video editors); and audio 
dubbing of a new sound track on to existing 
video pictures. 
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Don't get too carried away though. This 
power is very much dependent on the video 
equipment that the editor has to hand. If the 
decks involved don't offer facilities for time 
code, insert editing or audio dubbing, then it 
can't be done. Simple as that. 

Furthermore, in order to make use of the 
Edit Plug at its most basic level, the source 
video player must have an edit terminal allowing 
it to be controlled externally by the Amiga. The 
two most common protocols are Sony's LANC 
and Panasonic's 5-pin RMC. Several video 
decks and camcorders adhere to these 
protocols. If you're unsure of this, give KRP a 
call. They are courteous and helpful. 

Learning curve 

The recorder can be just about any video deck 
on the market and it doesn't necessarily need to 
have an edit terminal. The Edit Plug can be 
made to learn the requisite infra red control 

signals of the deck. Once learned, control 
of all of its transport functions are in the 
hands of the editor. 
^^* Configuring the software to the 
^"^P^ video equipment used is simple, but 
** ^ not entirely straightforward. There is 
a pre-set list of compatible decks 
which, if owned, makes life easy. If 
not, a few more minutes of selecting a 
dummy, reconfiguring and renaming it for 
your deck has to be done. 

A second screen enables the editor to 
adjust the decks for all of their foibles including 
pre-roll and post roll, insert editing, and audio 
dubbing. This ensures the utmost accuracy from 
the equipment in use. 

With time code, it's possible to achieve 
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edits so accurate that lip syncing can be 
executed. Without time code - we used a 
Panasonic MS95B camcorder as the source 
and a Sanyo VHR-774 as the recorder - 
accuracy can be maintained to within a frame so 
long as the shuttling back and forth between 
clips on the source machine is kept to the 
minimum possible. A commendable performance 
and one made all the more wonderful 
considering the price of the unit. 

But perhaps the most powerful creative use 
of the Edit Plug is when combined with a 
genlock. By copying all of the raw footage from 
the original (master) tape - first routing it 
through a genlock with a time clock - to another 
tape, it is possible to 'burn in' a proprietary time 
code (based on the linear counter). This lets the 
editor watch this footage and note down the 
times where a clip begins and ends. These 
figures can be typed directly into the Edit 
Decision List (EDU and executed as 
appropriate. When the editor is satisfied that the 
correct footage has been selected, it's just a 
matter of going back to the master tape and 
executing the ready and waiting EDL. 

As a tool for furthering the ambitions of 
anyone in the video-related field, the Edit Plug is 
second to none as an entrance/intermediate 
level piece of equipment. It will grow with the 
editor and enhance and simplify the process of 
editing. At this price it can't be recommended 
enough. Go for it now. 



Edit Plug 




Contact: 0141 762 2510 



Verdict: 90% 



star buy 
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CD-ROMs 



David Taylor 



Personal Suite 



Unlike any other CD-ROM, Personal Suite is a collection offering 
full, latest versions of Amiga software for a fraction of the full price. 
David Taylor gushes praise. 



The CD world is undergoing a 
bit of a change at the 
moment. Thankfully. Having 
published every PD title 
several times, publishers are 
now trying to expand their CD releases by 
coming up with something new. Into the 
arena steps this CD from Cloanto. 
Personal Suite contains Personal 
Paint 6.4, which is one of the best 
paint packages around on the 
Amiga at the moment. So much 
so that it is included in the 
Amiga Magic bundle. It can do 
everything, well nearly. Stuff 
like colour reduction is a 
brilliant feature as is its ability 
to load all the necessary file 
formats quickly. It can play 
slideshows, animations and 
slereograrrs. The program is more 
or less a DPaint clone, offering most 
{but not all) of the options of that program 
plus a hell of a lot more of its own. Most users 
will find this is the only paint program they'll ever 
need, but professionals might find that it is 
better used as a secondary program in 
conjunction with an even higher-end program. 
As mid-range software, it's nifty. 



Second helping 

The second program on here is Personal 
SBase, a licensed version of SBase 4. This is a 
very powerful database which is a great addition 




to your serious software. It isn't the easiest 
program to use, which is why the inclusion of an 
AmigaGuide manual (as there is for every 
program here) is a relief. 

Personal Fonts leaker is a fully featured font 
creator and editor. You can do everything you've 
ever wanted to with a font from this program. 
There's even the second version with AG A 
extensions to allow you to create 
256-colour fonts. 

If there's a weak program 
on here, it is Personal Write. 
This is a reasonable stab at a 
word processing package, 
but most people who need a 
word processor will find 
others that suit them better. 
That said, it's not that bad, 
but I'm not sure that there is 
room in the Amiga market for yet 
another package - it's hard to see 
it getting the following it needs to 
allow it to develop. There are so many 
other excellent programs already out. 

In addition to the programs on here, there is 
a directory containing electronic books. Here 
you can find some useful ones, such as the 
excellent on-line DOS manual and also one for 
ARexx. There's also a set of electronic classics, 
from Alice In Wonderland to Tarzan On Mars 
(did I say "classics"?) and A Christmas Carol 
(ah, that's better). This is an unusual and 
eclectic set of texts and it's good to see 
CD-ROM space used for this purpose. 
There is also a massive selection of 



Personal Paint 6.4 (left) is 
the best program on here, 
but there are other good 
ones, such as P&rsonal 
Fonts Maker (below). 





Personal Paint can handle most screen and file 
formats - like this odd one from the CD itself. 

animations and pictures. There are, for example, 
all the Eric Schwarz (except three for copyright 
reasons) animations. These are not only 
supplied in the original formats, like Moviemaker, 
Cloanto have also grabbed the animations 
frame -by-frame and restructured them as 
standard anim files. This is amazing and must 
have been both painstaking and time 
consumJng. One of the annoying things about 
these animations has been the format that stops 
you taking a frame from it or loading it into any 
package. Hats off to Cloanto! 

Is that all? Nope, there's also a selection of 
fonts licensed from Kara Computer Graphics. 
These are all nice, but best of all (my favourite 
anyway) is an animated font called Bullion. The 
letters rotate in to appear. It's very cool. 

Value for money 

For £50 RRP, you are getting Personal Paint, 

which has the same RRP on floppy by itself, as 
well as lots of images and animation to use in it. 
You also get the font maker and a database. The 
word processor rounds this off to be the full 
business bundle with every bit of office software 
you need, except a spreadsheet (pity). There's 
also one of Cloanto's own utilities, DirDiff, which 
can be useful for comparing directories when 
mastering software. This CD offers exceptional 
value for money. A stupendous buy. ■ 



Personal Suite 
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Contact: 0181 715 8866 



Verdict: 95% 
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Star buy 



David Taylor 



CD-ROMs 





David Taylor shuffles wildly 
through the stack of CD-ROMs 
on his desk to find the aces 
in the deck... 

ecause there are so many CDs 

about at the moment, we just 

don't have the room to feature 

them all in depth. So we've 

revievired the best disc in full, 

and then mentioned a few of the rest. 

The AGA Experience 

NFA, the PD house that produces its own 
products, has teamed up with Sadeness PD to 
produce a CD dedicated to users with AGA 
machines. It is extraordinary that a three-year-old 
machine only now has an AGA-specific CD 
launched for it. Given that A1 200s are one of 
the easiest Amigas to attach a CD drive to, it's 
surprising that this large chunk of users has 
been left uncatered for. OK, rrost CDs can be 
used on AGA machines and usually contain stuff 
for them. However, this CD will be a big puller 
for AGA owners if it's any good. And it is. 

The CD is laid out sensibly and much cf the 
stuff can be used directly from the CD (although 
you must click on the Set-Up icon to sort out 
assigns first. You can also set the palette and 
fonts up by clicking on an icon). The idea behind 
this is that with 600Mb on offer, it saves time 
when run directly from the CD. Some of the 
utilities and programs are quite old, but given 
that the idea was to create the best possible 




check 



out 
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CD for AGA owners, it's better than sticking any 
rubbish on there, just because it's new. There's 
plenty to keep you occupied. In addition to the 
utilities, there's a selection of pictures (which 
are few, but nice), modules (ditto), demos 
(loads), 3D objects (surprise) and games. Er, 
shouldn't mention those, should I? {Well, there 
are quite a few and they're good.) 

Although much of the stuff is set to run 
directly from the disc, there are hundreds of self- 
extract inf DMS files to go to floppy. These 
contain yet more demos and animations. This 
makes the amount of data on this disc almost as 
extensive as on other archived CDs. With over 
600Mb, you can't complain that files aren't 
archived. It is a blessing. The other nice thing is 
that some of the data on here is NFA's own, 
which means that it isn't going to be duplicated 
on anyone else CDs. What can I say? I like it. 

AGA Experience B^ 

Price: £19.99 ^ ^a 

Supplier: Sadeness PD Ig Xm~ 



Contact: 01263 722169 



Verdict: 90% 



Stwbuy 



CD release guide 

The release of CD-ROMs has seen another 
spurt recently and we just haven't the room to 
cover them all in depth. Here's a brief guide to 
some of those we haven't covered. 



Worid Info '95 is a virtual guide to the world. 
To use it, you need to have MUl and AMosaic 
running. It's a brilliant CD with a wealth of 
information on each country, including things like 
population, size and even telephone codes. 
Although the information is well presented using 
the HTML language {hence the need for 
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AMosaic), it would've been better if AMosaic 
had been included on the CD. As it is you need 
your own installed version before using it. Price: 
£34.99. Supplier: Active « 01325 352260. 

Euroscene 2 is the sequel to Al math era's 

successful collection of demos and intros from 
all across Europe. Although hundreds of demos 
are released, it's actually not that easy to find 
them because very few make it on to Aminet. 
Even PD Houses only stock a selection of those 
released. This CD brings you as many as you 
could hope for. They are all archived using 
standard arohivers, such as LHA or DMS (most 
are DMS files, due to the non-DOS nature of 
demo disks), so you do get a hell of a lot. Price: 
£1 4.99. Supplier: Almathera o d 81 687 0040. 

LightROM 3 is a set of three CDs which offer 
all the files from the first two CDs as welt as 
additional material. As you'll know the first two 
CDs have masses of objects and scenes for 

LightWave and Imagine users (there is stuff for 
Real 3D too). There's also 700 JPEG textures. 
The third CD contains over 1 ,000 digital 
elevation maps for VistaPro and World 
Construction Set. h might be less tempting to 
those with the other two CDs, but it is a must 
for 3D users without either. Pnce: £39.99. 
Supplier: Active o 01325 352260. 

The Fifth Dimension contains hundreds of 
Mb taken from the 1 7- Bit Software PD library. 

This is the fifth in the series and contains 
demos, utilities, graphics, games and music. 
Judging by 1 7-Bit's top-quality submissions to 
the PD section this month, this isn't a disc to be 
dismissed lightly. Because the files are DMS, 
you need to write to a floppy drive to retrieve the 
PD disks. The CD is Workbench 2-H only. Price: 
£1 9.99. Supplier: 1 7-Bit o 01 924 366982. ■ 
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□ 15k Drives 


A500 Internal Floppy Drive 


. . . . £35.95 


A600 & AI200 Internal Floppy Drivs 


. . , £38,95 


2.S" 340Mb Internal IDE Hard drive 


for A 1200 


and A60O 


...£174.95 


2.5" 5I0MI) Internal IDE Hard drive for A 1200 


and A6(X) 


, . . £249.95 


1.5" IDE Cable 


£8.95 


All Hard Drives Come With Installation Software 


Ram Cards 




A500 with O.SMb 


£14.95 


A500+ vfith 1Mb 


. . . . £19.95 


A600 with 1Mb 


£24.95 


A600with 1Mb & dock 


. . . . £3Z95 


A 1 200 unpopulated 


. . . . £59.95 


A1200 with 2Mb 


. . . £129.95 


Ai200 with 4Mb _ 


. . . £179.95 



AI200 with 8Mb £299.95 

Video 

Squirrel SCSI Interface. ........ 

Pro Grab 24RT+ SVHS 

Rendale 8802 Genlock 

Rendale 9402 SVHS 

VIdi Amiga 12 AGA 

Vidi 24 RT 

VIdi 24 Pro RT 

Modems 



. £59.95 
. £ 1 25.95 
. £ I S9.9S 
. £279,95 
. . £64.95 
, £144,95 
, £209,95 



X-Link 144k Fax & Data Modem 

X-Link 28.ak Fax & Data Modem 

X-Unk 14.4k Modem with GP Fax 

X-Link 28.8k Modem with GP Fax 

All Modems Are BT Approved 

Other 

Tabby Graphics Tablet 



£129.95 
£232,95 
£169.95 
£272.95 



. £57.95 



I low WIThl FREE 

CHAOS EllGIIlE 

CD ! 




Quad Speed CD Rom Drives at a 
new lower price ! 

Our high quality, high spec, external multi 

session SCSI drives come with audio in and out 

portSf Squirrel SCSI interface, softvrare and 

CD32 emulation, and a 1 2 months warranty. 

Quad Speed CD Drive £269.95 
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GFX Sensation CD £ 1 8.95 

Light Rom I CD £42.95 

Light Rom 2 CD , £42,95 

LIghtworks by Tobias Richter CD £29,95 

Meeting Pearls CD £9.95 

Makin' Music CD Kew £24.95 

Multimedia Toolkit CD £27.95 

Speccy Sensation 2 CD M«w £18.95 

Star Trek M,ultimedia CD £26.95 

Ten on Ten CD New £39.95 

World of Clipart Double CD £16.95 

CD32 Special Offers 

Chaos Engine CD £7.95 

Fire & Ice CD £9.95 

Sensible Soccer CD £9.95 

Gamers Delight CD . £14.95 

Plants For All Seasons £22.95 

Twist 2 £89.95 

Spreadsheets 

Final Calc £95.95 

Turbocalc 2 £49.95 

Finance 

Cashbook Combo £59,99 

Counting House , , . £49.95 

Digita Home Office £39.95 

Money Matters £34.99 

Personal Finance Manager + . £19.95 

System 3E £49.99 

Special Offer... 

Purchase Powerbase & Turbocalc II 

together for just £59.95 ! 
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SuperJAM! 1.1+ £59.95 

Hardware 

Pro Midi Interface £19,95 

SyncPro SMPTE Box £15 1 .95 

Triple Play Plus 48 channel MIDI £159.95 

Little Gem Micro Mixer Htm £66,95 



Amiga Tool Set CD £39.95 

Amiga Tools 2 CD £29.95 

Arcade Classics CD £9.95 

Aminet 1-4 4 CD pack £24.95 

Aminet 7 CD Htsw £14.95 

Aminet 6 CD £14.95 

Da CapQ CD £27.95 

Desktop Video CD £13.95 

Essential Utilities vol I CD £8,95 

Fresh Fonts I CD £19,95 

Fresh Fonts 2 CD £19,95 

Frozen Fish CD , £29,95 

Gatewa/ vol I CD £9.95 

Giga Graphics CD 4 pack £3895 

Goldfish I CD £29.95 

Goldfish 2 CD £29.95 

Grolier Encyclopedia CD £28.95 

WP & DTP 

Final Writer 4 N«w Vanlon £69.95 

Final Cop/ 2 £47.95 

Mini Office £37,95 

Pen Pal £29.00 

Wordworth 3. 1 SE £44.95 

Wordwortti 3. 1 £79,95 

Databases ^^_ 

Digita Datastore £45.95 

Digita Organiser £39.95 

Final Data £39.95 

GB Route Plus £3 1.95 

Mailshot Plus £35.95 

Music Librarian £22.95 

Powerbase £16.95 

Video Titling 

Big Mternatlve Scroller 2 £49.95 

ScalaHTlOO £49.95 

ScalaMM2ll £94.95 

Scala MM400 £249.95 

ScalaEchoEElOO £139.95 

Scala MM4O0+EEI0O Sara £40 I £349.95 

Samplers ^ 

Aura 12 bit Sampler £79.95 

Megalosound Sampler £23,95 

Technosound Turbo 2 Pro New £25.95 

Sequencers 

Bars&Pipes Pro v2,5 £199.95 

e&P Upgrade - v2 to v2.5 £79.95 

B&P Upgrade - coverdisk to v2.5 £149.95 

B&P Internal Sounds Kit £24.99 

B&P Peformance Tools Kit £29.99 

B&P Power Tools Kit £29.99 

Music X 2 m,% 

PatchMeister Patch Ubr^rlan £79.95 
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JT J^!^LL^lM^^K^^^ The new 

Little 
Gem 
Micro 
Mixer ! This 2 
channeL stereo mixer 
features independertc Hi and Lo 
EQh panning, and volume for each channeL 
Because Uttle Gem will gready enhance all your 

sound input and output - samples^ Mod files, 

even games - it's ideal f(?r video and nnusic, and 

it's only £66.95 [ 




Imagine 3 

RoHIng Upgrade program 

Includes Imagine 3.1 to 4 ! 

You miust have Imagine 3 to 

qualify. 

3.1 - 3.3 in stock now, 

£99.95 



Terraform for Visu. 
Visci Pro 3.0 
Vista Lite .... 
Image Processing 



. £9.95 
, £27,95 
. £24.95 



Painting 



Brilliance 2 

DPaint 5 

Personal Paint 6.3 Ncfw Venlon , 

Photogenics 

Pro Veaor 3 K«w 

TV Paint 3 

3D A Rendering 

Essence vol I + Forge 

Essence vol 2 + Forge 

Imagine 3.0 

Makepath for Vista 

Pixel 3D Pro II 

Real 3D v3 

Real 3D 2,4 to 3 upgrade 



. . £45.95 
. . £59.95 
. . £49.95 
. , £49.95 
. £174.95 
. £329.95 

. . £79.95 
. . £79.95 

. £99.95 
. . . £9.95 
. £94.95 

£319.95 
. £166.95 



Art Department Professional v2.5 . 

DataCbrome New , , 

Epson GT6500 Scanner Software . 

Image FX 2 (AF 95% !!!) 

Morph Plus . 

CAD 



.£139.00 

. £29.95 

. . £89.95 

, £189.95 
. . £89.95 



£22.95 

. £49.95 



.£119.95 
. £178.95 



X-CAD 2000 ., 

X-CAD 2000 AEC Mew 

fnc^i/des Arci^flectufcrf S^mboJ UbrtrrJes 

X-CAD 3000 

X-CAD 3000 AEC New 

/ftdudes- Arc^rtKIurd SjTnii&J UiJrarj'es 

VRL Bundle Packs 

Vista Pro or Lite .Distant Suns, 

Makepath + Terraform now £54.95 

Vista Pro or Lite, Makepath + 

Terraform £35.95 



Emulators 




Ever wanted to run PC 
software on your Amiga ? 

Now you can with PC 
Task 3.1. Emulates a 2B6 
PC so you can even run 

V^indows 3.1 ! A full 

featured PC Emulator for 

just £59.95. 

PC Task 3.1,,. £59,95 

PC Task 2 to 3.1 Upgrade £34.95 

PC Task PD to 3,1 Upgrade £44.95 

When upgrading PC Task, please enclose 
your original disks 

Software Devetopment 

Dice C Compiler £98.95 

DevPacS £51.95 

Gamesmith £84.95 

Hisoft BASIC 2 £54.95 

Hisoft Pascal £74.95 



^ Intos £25.95 

Disk Utilities 



Amiflack £29.95 

AmiFileSafe User £28.95 

AmiFileSafe Pro £68.95 

CD Write N«w £42.95 

DirV^ork 2 £29.95 

Directory Opus 5 £49.95 

Disk Expander £29.95 

Gigamem £47.95 

Infonexus 2(lnfonexus + Datarexus) New£28.95 

Video Back-up System Phono £54.95 

Video Back-up System Scart £57.95 

XCopy Pro £19,95 

Communications 

GP Fax £44.95 

Termite £31.95 

Miscellaneous 

Maxxon Magic £23.95 

Studio II Print Manager New . £43.95 



Books 



JBoofcs <& \^jrx^jeos 



Mastering Amiga Dos 3.0 Reference , 
Mastering Amiga Dos 2 Vol2. ...... 

Mastering Amiga Dos Scripts 

Secrets of Frontier Elite 

Secrets of Sim Cit/ 200O . , 

UK Comms 

Workbench 3 A-Z Insider Guide , . . 
Book & Video Packs 



AI200 Insider Guide £1195 

AI200 Next Steps £12.95 

Amiga Bask - A Dabhand Guide £17.95 

AiT)ig3 Disks & Drives Insider Guide . , . , £ 1 2.95 

Amiga Total! Workbench N«w £ 1 9.95 

Amiga Total! Dos New £21.95 

Amiga Totals Assembler New £21.95 

Amiga Total! Beginners New £19.95 

Assembler Insider Guide £13.95 

Imagine Hints St Tips £7.95 

Mastering Amiga Programming Secrets . . £19.95 

Mastering Amiga Arexx £17,95 

Mastering Amiga Printers £17.95 



. £19,95 
. £I7,9S 
, £19,95 
. . £8.95 
. . £9.95 
. £19,95 
£13.95 



A 1 200 Beginner's Pack 

Workbench 3 Booster Pack . 
VicJeos 



, £36.95 
. £36.95 



Intro to the A 1 200. 

Intro to the A 1200- 



Tutorial 

A Deeper Look . 



. £14.95 

.£14.95 



ADI GCSE Maths £ 19.99 Merlin's Maths £16.99 

ADI GCSE English £19.99 Paint and Create £16.99 

ADI GCSE French £19.99 Spelling Fair £16.99 

ADI Junior Reading £15.99 Noddy's Playtime £16.99 

ADI Junior Counting £15.99 Noddy's Big Adventure £16.99 



izfow- To Ori>er 



whejv ^e despatch the order , not before. 

Cheque : Please make cheques payable to Emerald 

Creative Technology Ltd. 

A13 pricing includes VAT but (iqe carriage. We resenre the right T& 
change prlc« ■ you will be inFonned isf any change when you OFder. 
Faulty ^ods wiH be replaced Cf repuced IF returned vrithin 30 da>4 
of purchase. We will refund If we cain'c repair the gcwii- ll ii che 
rcsponsibJliCi' &f the customer to check for wmpatlbility of a 
fflffllcular product with emting eqUifiment before huying,£&OE 



When ordering, pleas€ don't forget to include the 
carriage charges ! Charges within the UK are £3^50 
for first cliss post (which usually arrives the next 
day). Orders over L 1 00 are sent by registered post at 
a cost oi £4.50, Next-day courier service, within the 
UK mainland and subject to avails biliCy, is £6.00. Ail 
hardware is sent by 1 ^1 exL Day Courier . Please ask for 
overseas pricing, and pricing for islands 8t Scottish 
Highlands, You can pay by : 

Credit Card : Visa, Mastercard, Access. Delta, 
Sv^itch and American Express. We only bill your card 

Now open Saturday 10am to 4pm & Sunday from 12pm to 4pm 

Emerald Creative Technology Ltd 

Rapid House, 54 Wandle Bank 

London SW1 9 1DW 

Tet : 0181-715 8866 Fax : 0181-715 8877 

eMail : EmeraldCT@eWorld.com 

Call Our Sales Hotline On 



0181-715 8866 



Maff Evans 



Tangent Music PesigiL [ 



Shopperlnterview 



The 



music makers 



With the Amiga back on the shelves and a resurgence in its creative possibilities, Maff Evans finds 
out about ex-Commodore UK MD David Pleasance's support of the Amiga's capabilities. 



Tangent Music 
Design is a 
company with a 
mission, it is also 
headed by former 
Commodore UK top man 
David Pleasance. Based in a 
purpose-built studio, David 
and partners Richard Knox and 
Ed Fermor are working on a 
top-quality album of Amiga- 
based music to turn peopie's 
heads from the usual PC and 
Mac sequencing route. Amiga 
Shopper found the trio hard at 
work and managed to get 
them to tall< to us... 

What is the project that you're 
actually worlting on? 
David Pleasance: We decided 
that another computer had wrongly 
claimed the de facto for music. We 
know that the Amiga's a better 
product, so we decided that we'd 
prove that we can produce quality 
music using the Amiga. We 
decided to call the album 
Everybody's Girlfriend because 
amiga is Spanish for girlfriend (to 
write songs about computers 
would be boring). 

What kind of material will be 
on the album? 
Richard Knox: There's some 
Crowded House-type stuff there, 
there's some rhythm and blues... 

DP; There's a blues track that 
sounds as though it was recorded 
in somebody's bathroom in 1910. 
We have a solo flamenco guitar 
track, we have a pep song... 

RK: In fact, the one thing that we 
decided not to put on the album 
was any techno or dance music, 
because we think that's catered 
for more than enough in terms of 
computers. It's not because we've 
got anything against that type of 
music, but we wanted to move 
away from it. 




Ed Fermor: We tried to aim at a 
really live feel and I think we've 
achieved that. Evefything that's 
been written has been done on an 
Amiga running Bars & Pipes, Drum 
programming on Bars & Pipes is a 
doddle. I'm not sure we could 
have got that feel on anything else. 

How did the whole thing start? 

DP: I first met Ed at the World Of 
Amiga Show, where he was 
demonstrating Bars & Pipes on 
the Commodore stand. We 
decided that we'd invest in a 
studio and we've invested fairly 
heavily. We were doing things at 
home at the time - Richard and 
Ed were getting their heads 
around the equipment - but the 
landlord sold the house so 
everything had Jo go into storage 
until we moved in here. 

Why do you use Bars & Pipes 
In particular? 

RK: Well, I used to use KCS, but 
the ediling was... All those 
numbers. Give me dots every time. 

EF: That's what's good with Bars 
& Pipes - you've got the choice. 
You can have your score up and a 
hybrid of the score, Tliere are 
about a million ways of doing 
everything you want to do on it. 



Above: Richard and Ed from 
Tangent Music Design and their 
studio set up. 
Below: Ex-Commodore UK 
managing director, David 
Pleasance, as if you didn't know! 



"Tangent 
Music Design 
is a company 
with a 




Is your Amiga used for 
anything else? 

DP: We've got a Sunrize card for 
hard disi< recording. 

RK: There's a CD writer 
downstairs and the Amiga will be 
used for that. 

EF: We'll spit everything down 
into the Sunrize, cut and splice it 
where we want, spit it back out on 
to gold disc and that'll go off to be 
glass mastered. We haven't got to 
that stage yet, so we can't see 
what the pitfalls are going to be, 
but I'm sure whatever they are 
we'll get round them. 

What the next step from the 
album? 

DP: There are two sub-headings 
on our agenda that are secondary 
to the initial mail-order marketing 
of the CD, First, this album will be 
used to launch Richard and Ed's 
career as a live band under the 
name Passion, Second, the album 
itself. We believe that the album is 
so diverse that it will appeal 
beyond the Amiga market, and 
obviously then we'll look to market 
the album through normal 
distribution channels. 

Obviously, we're actively 
pursuing the software developers 
who are producing games 
because they all need music, 
They've been pretty responsive so 
far, so we're pretty confident that 
we can, on a regular basis, 
develop bespoke music for any 
occasion. We're also in close 
association with some people 
producing 3D graphics and 
rendering animation, so between 
us we can tackle any task. 

Everybody's Girlfriend is only 
available direct from Tangent 
Music Design. It costs £1 1 .99 
(CD, piusP&P)or£10.99 
(cassette plus P&P). To order, call 
= 0181 573 5614.H 
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p. Mallard used Imagine and his A1 200 to create this image of his bedroom "as he would [\ke it to be", apparently! Remember, 
even if your picture doesn't win here, you may still see yourself in lights because we try and use your efforts elsewhere in 
Amiga Shopper. If you want to win £25, send your picture as a JPEG to: 

David Taylor, Amiga Shopper, Future PublisKing, 30 iMonmouth Stoeet, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 




After months of 
top quality entries 
^^d^^m^ff^ for our picture 
^HAd||fl competition, we 

f^>ml^^^ ^''^ 9^^''^9 fewer 

I ^ 1 submissions. 

So, we want to know whetlier 
you'd like to see a different prize 
or even a different competition. 
If you want to keep this 
competition running, then 
please submit some of your 
efforts. Anyway, on with the 
Amiga Answers section where 
our experts have come together 
to solve a wide range of 
problems from beginners and 
experts alike. Here goes... 
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Paul Overaa is our 
Operating Systems 
programming expert. He 
has written several 
liooks, including: 
Mastering Amiga 
Assembler, Mastering 
Amiga ARexx and 
Mastering Amiga C. 
His main interest is in program design and 
tie is heavily into the music side of the 
Amiga. Paul's other interests include red 
wine, maths and wind-surfing! 

Gary Whiteley is our 
expert on video and 
graphics. He regularly 
pr'oduces work for 
films and TV. Gary has 
also written several 
hooks on his favourite 
subjects - amongst 
them is Amiga 
Desktop Video, published by Future 
Publishing (call » 01225 822511 to order a 
copy). Gary also regularly reviews new 
products lor Amiga Shopper. 
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John Kennedy is our 
hardware and music 
expert. John has 
written Supertests and 
features alike for Amiga 
Shoppei' in the past, 
including the CD-ROM 
Supertest in issue 49 
and our monitor 
Supertest in issue 55. He has used his 
multiple talents to put together the 
Operating Systems feature this month, 
which starts on page 22. 

Lany Hickmott is our 
DTP and word 
processing expert. He 
prodtices his own DTP 
magazine called Em and 
has written several 
books, including The 
Wordwoi'th Companion 
for Digita and Future 
Publishing's books division. Larr)' has 
written the Business Supertest on page 28, 
as well as the PagcStrcam review and the 
DTP tutorial this month. 
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Amiga Shopper's panel of 
experts have been busy 
agonising over your 
Amiga problems and 
they've come up with some 
carefully- considered solutions. Eat your 
heart out, Claire Raynorl 

CD or not CD 

I want to do a presentation CD for 
a company showing tlieir produots 
and providing information for each 
product. I would like to use various 
programs on my Amiga 1 200 
which has an extra 4IVIb RAM on a Biizzard card 
and a 209Mb hard drive. To do this i want to 
use MiDI music, graphics and 3D animation, 
and then use Scala to compile everything. When 
I have ali the components ready, couid I get the 
presentation recorded on to CD-R {writabie 
CD-ROM)? Would it then be possible for a 
person using a CD-ROM on a PC to be able to 
just put it in and piay, without any problems? 

The problem is getting the Scala 
presentation off my hard drive and on to a CD-R 
so that a PC can use it. 

Derek Heasley 
Artane, Dublin 



Answers contents 



If you're looking for a particular 
problem, this handy index will help you 
find the questions which concern you: 



CD-ROM presentation 


51 


Displaying paphics 
Scala problems 


51 
51 


Text Effects 


52 


3D 


52 


AirLink 
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CrossDOS 


53 


Creatinff Web papres 


53 


Monitors 


53 


WMS2 problems 


54 


Sick hardware 


54 


RAD Mount Lists 


54 


HD errors 


54 


Printer fonts 


55 
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I'm pretty sure that what you're trying to do is 
impossible, if only that Scala presenfaf/ons 
require a player program to run them and this, 
of course, would not work on a PC. I suspect 
that you're going to have to prepare everything 
on a PC, using suitable PC software, to 
achieve your aims. Get in touch with Scala UK 
fff 01920 444294) before giving up hope 
entirely, because they may either be able to 
give you further advice, or put you in touch with 
someone more knowledgeable. Gary 



Heavy duty graphics 

My work involves using very large 8-bit images 
(2-6Mb) which are usually handled on PCs or 
UNIX machines. However, 1 have an A1 200 for 
personal use with 2Mb of RAM and a hard drive, 
I would like to do my research on it, for which I 
need as high a resolution as possible. 

Can I get the A1 200 to display 800x600 
(Super? 2 high- res laced) without flicker? Is 
there a graphics board I can bolt on to get 
1,024x768 or 1,280x1,024 without getting a 
box? A box would make it less easy to carry 
around, which matters. 

Andrew Sawyer, 
Southhampton 

The A1 200 has no way of adding an extra 
graphics card because it has no Zorro slots: 
and it's Zorro slots which ail graphics cards 
use. If you aren't prepared to put the A1200 in 
a box, then there is simply nothing you can do. 
The graphics mode you mention is interlaced 
and so it will always flicker without extra 
hardware. Sorry! The At 200 Tower cases aren't 
exceptionally large because they are Midi PC 
Tower-style. Are you sure you can't carry one of 
these about? John 



Wrong size for Scala? 

'~^~ 1 I have recently encountered a 

I l-L-fll I problem when using my Vidi-Amiga 

U#^| r ; 1 2RT in conjunction with Scala 
P^^™^ HT1 00, Newly grabbed images 
Software | ^\i\ ^^ longer load into Scala as 
background images, though pictures I have 
previously grabbed load into Scala as normal. 
My work is done in I LBM format grabbed in 
24-bit and then remixed as 256-colour HAM or 
256 greyscale and all the images will load 
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successfully into DPaint iV (non-AGA), Brilliance 
and Personal Paint as well as MultiView. I have 
made no recent changes to my hardware (A1 200 
with 8Mb Fast RAM and 80Mb hard drive). 

This is where things get both interesting 
and mystifying. Whilst the grabbed images will 
no longer load directly into Scala, I have found 
that if I first load them into DPaint and then just 
save the image again (without any modifications 
at all), they will load into Scala with no problems 
whatsoever. On the other hand, images saved in 
a similar fashion from Brilliance or Personal 
Paint still will not load as backgrounds in Scala. 
It should be noted that Scala does not report 
any error message but refuses to offer anything 
except a blank screen, even though I can hear 
the hard drive being accessed. 

Other artwork created within any of my 
three paint programs will load as background 
pages into Scala, so the problem appears to be 
specifically between the Vidi 1 2RT and Scala. 

I have reinstalled Scala on my hard drive to 
no avail (the problem still hasn't gone away), so I 
guess that if the installation is correct then the 
problem is not within Scala, Likewise, the Vidi 
1 2RT software appears to be OK because all 
pictures load into my paint programs without 
fault. I can only conclude that something has 
happened within the system software or 
Operating System to prevent Scala recognising 
the data generated by the Vidi 1 2RT. 

I'm getting desperate for a solution since I 
use this setup to create multimedia 
presentations and, having spent three days 
trying to locate the cause of the problem, I am 
now in danger of not meeting my deadline with 
the current production. Incidentally, I don't think 
a virus is the problem because I always have a 
current copy of Virus Checker running in the 
background whenever I'm using my Amiga. 

Dave Lucas 
Beverley, N, Humberside 

/ sometimes have a similar problem to yours 
with Scala MliA400, and I've also noticed that 
by saving the image from DPaint it will then 
load successfully into Scala. When I asked 
Scala tech support about this I was told it was 
something to do with the image size needing to 
be divisible by 16 (for example 320, 640, 480 
pixels). If (and I can't remember off-hand) the 
Vidi 12RT is saving images which do not fit this 
structure then this may be why Scala is unable 
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to load your grabbed pictures. For instance, if 
your grabbed image is 762x580 PAL overscan 
then 762 is not wholly divisible by 16, and 
hence the problem. 

So it seems that Scala is at fault here (for 
one reason or another) and that the solution 
would either be to try grabbing at resolutions 
divisible by 16 or to continue with the DPaint 
solution of saving the images and subsequently 
loading them back into Scala as backgrounds. 

If you need more information try catling 
Scala UK on ^01920 444294. Gary 

Text effects 

In a recent issue of Amiga 
Shopper (56), there is an excellent 
feature on DTP by Larry Hickmott. 
In particular, on page 32, there is a 
screenshot of ProPage 4, 1 . It 
shows a page with the text put into shapes. 

I have been a user of ProPage for several 
years and thought I knew this prograrr rather 
well. This is one feature (text into shapes) I have 
never seen done with the program. 

Could you please tell me hoW you 
accomplished this? I have been a subscriber to 
your magazine for several years and it is without 
doubt my favourite Amiga magazine. 

John Strzykalski 
USA 

The effect you refer to, which was of text in the 
shape of a telephone receiver, was created for 
a step-by-step tutorial in a boot< called "Step- 
by-step With ProPage". There isn 't a feature for 
'text in shape' in ProPage, but it can be done 
using two halves of a ProDraw clip. 

The effect was created by first making a 
block of flush justified text. This is so the shape 
is more pronounced. An outline of a phone 
receiver is then cut in two halves in ProDraw 
and then each of them imported into ProPage 
into separate boxes. 

Like most publishing programs, ProPage 
can push text away from an outline, but unlike 
some, you can choose whether you want it to 
be pushed to the left or the right. This lets you 
tell ProPage, on one of the outlines, to push the 
text to the left of the line and on the other, to 
push the text to the right. 

The end result is text in the shape of a 
phone. This effect can be used for many things 
like circles, cars, ships and millions of others. 
The only limit is your imagination and 
knowledge of Professional Page. Larry 



Wd r *tt t Bn^ l fM» Vl.mHH B n l J Ij.!. Int. : ^m>. n..>. L. H.r 



AMP MOVES INTO 
NEW HOME 



iy^^S 




C 



To create text in a shape, you need two 
halves of an ob/ect, each in its own box in 
Professional Page. 
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A block of text is aiso needed. Make the text 
flush justified so the edges give a clear outline 
of what the shape is. 



ES INTO 




It's 
to talk 



ila 



ilslQi 




By using text runaround on each of the two 
halves of the phone, the text can be pushed into 
the shape required. 

Greetings from Poland 

1. I have Imagine version 3.0 and I 
use the spline editor to make 
different logos and signs. The 
problem is that I don't know how 
to change the colour of a bevel. I 
have the same problem with LightWave 3.5, 

2. Can you tell me how to convert objects 
from LightWave and Imagine to Real 3D v2.47 
objects? 3. And how can I add samples and 
modules to animations? 

Rafak Stachowizc 
Swinoujscie, Poland 

1. Changing the colour of the bevels works 
differently for Imagine and LightWave. In 
Imagine the spline object is initially saved as 
one complete object, which means that any 
attributes you apply will apply equally to all the 
surfaces of the object. You need to save your 
spline object and then load it into the Detail 
Editor. Next you need to split your object(s) into 
the parts you wish to be coloured differently. 

Split the front, rear and side faces from the 
letter, for example, and then join them together 
as one object (assuming you want them all to 
have the same attributes, of course), and you'll 
be left with the bevels as another object. Set 
the attributes for the bevels and face objects 
separately, group them together as one letter 
and you're done. If you aren't sure how to split 
an object you'll find details in Imagine's manual. 

As for doing the same with a LightWave 
object, first create your object in Modeller (use 
the Text macro for easier bevelled text), then 
use Disptay/Stats (or the W key) whilst the 
Polygon button is active. The object will 
currently have two surfaces, called (for 
example) A_Face and AjSide. Scroll to the 
A Face name and use the Plus button next to 
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the "with surface:" box to select the front and 
rear faces referred to as A_Face. 

Cut these two faces (you can use the X 
key) and then paste them (V key) into another 
layer for sate keeping. Go back to the original 
layer and select all the polygons which make 
up the bevels, then press Q to bring up the 
surfaces menu. Enter a new surface name, 
such as Bevels, and press Return. 

To check that you've made a new surface, 
and how many polygons it covers, press W 
again and check the list of names. You should 
find "Bevels" there. Next, go to the layer where 
the faces are, copy them and then paste them 
back on to the original object in the first layer. 
Save the whole object again, exit Modeller and 
load it into Layout. 

The reason for cutting away the faces in 
Modeller is they would otherwise be selected 
with the bevels and hence have the same 
surface attributes, which isn't what you desire. 

In Layout, select your bevelled object and 
use the Surfaces menu to set up each separate 
surface to the colour and textures you require. 

2. One way to do this is to first convert 
your object/s to SculptSD format using a 
program such as Interchange or PixelSD. Then 
use Real's RealConvert option (found in the 
Real3D drawer) to convert this object to a 
Real3D format object. 

Another way, though I can 't remember 
whether R3D v2.47 can accept DXF format 
objects, is to save your Imagine or LightWave 
objects as DXF files (or convert them with 
Interchange) and then load these objects into 
Real after converting them to RPL objects 
using the DXFtoRPL tool. I can't vouch that this 
wilt work though because I don't have a copy 
of v2.47 to verify the procedure since I've 
moved on to version 3 nowadays. 

Please note that polygonal objects such as 
those produced by LightWave and Imagine will 
not render as smoothly as native R3D CSG 
solids, since they will still have polygonal faces 
when imported into R3D. 

3. There are several ways you might do 
this, including using MainActor Professional or 
Scala MM400 software to load your animation 
and then tag your sound files to it. Gary 

An AirLink solution? 

Egil Myhr Johansen, an Amiga 
Shopper reader in Oslo, Norway 
has written to offer help to 
Anthony McAtear's AirLinklV-Lab 
problem (Amiga Answers AS53). 
Here's what he (apologies if you're not mate, 
I'm not familiar with the name Egil) says: 

In V-Lab's menubar go to Windows/ Movie 
(IFR) to open the interleaved frame recording 
window. Press the Rewind button and a 
requester pops up letting you load the script 
needed to control the AirLink via V-Lab. I keep 
my scripts in the VLabiMacros drawer. Your 
script will be executed after pressing Start in 
the IFR window. Example script: 

/* IFR_Rewind,r^ */ 

ADDRESS AIR 'OUTPUT IR< PLAY >' 

ADDRESS AIR 'OUTPUT IR< REWIND >' 

ADDRESS AIR 'OUTPUT IR< STOP >' 
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This script will put the VCR In play, then rewind 
and finally bring It to a stop. 

Play, Rewind and Stop refer to the function 
buttons in Air Link and you must use the same 
names in your scripts as you have given to the 
buttons in AirLlnk. Place the script tines you 
need In the desired order, adding or deleting 
lines until you have the script you require. 

If you need a pause before executing the 
next line add @ and a number (1 for one 
second, 2 for two seconds, etc.) for the desired 
pause time, e.g.: 



ADDRESS AIR 
ADDRESS AIR 



'OUTPUT IR< PLAY @2 
'OUTPUT IR< REWIND > 




One final note - be sure to have started AirLlnk 
before starting your IFR recording. Gary 

CrossDOS troubles 

do not seem to be able to format 
disks to 720K (PC size) using 
CrossDOS, 1 first mount PCI : 
(mount appears OK on the list 
using assign), and then run 
CrossDOS from the Workbench (at this point 
incidentally PCI : does not appear in the 
CrossDOS scroller list). From the Shell I type: 
FORMAT DRIVE PCI: NAME PCDISK 
NO I CONS 
But I get the message... 

Format Failure; object is not of 
required type 
These sorts of operations work fine on my 
friend's A1 200. What's going wrong on mine? 

T Collier 
Edinburgh, Scotland 

Your Shell format command is OK although you 
can of course do these sort of PC disk 
formatting operations directly from the 
Workbench, The fact that you do not see a 
PCI: entry in the CrossDOS scroller however 
Is significant and clearly shows that CrossDOS 
Is not recognising this device. Assuming that 
your mount list entry is OK (check this), about 
the only other thing that would cause an error 
like this would be that the mtm. device used by 
CrossDOS Is missing from your DEVS: drawer. 
If this Is indeed the case you will find that the 
problem can be solved by copying the 
mfm.device from your system disks to your 
Workbench partition 's DEVS drawer Paul 

Spinning a web 

I am creating a Web page on a Laptop PC with 
NetScape and HotDog. Currently I link my 
Amiga to the PC via the serial port. I want to 
use my Amiga to browse and create the pages. 

I haw an Amiga 1 200 with Blizzard card 
(1 0Mb RAM total) and a hard drive. I want to set 
up XWindows and NetScape and a HTML 
editor, so I won't have to use the PC as much. I 
don't have anything like Ethernet or a modem. It 
must be free as I spend enough money on 
hardware. What do I need apart from the 
XWindows client amiwin.Iha? 

I would like to know how to increase the 
speed of transfer between the Amiga and PC. 
The serial port is too slow. 
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Cheap monitors 



In the pages of your sister 
magazine Amiga Format, 
Microtrade (« 01938 556623) 
are advertising a Philips 
HCS35 monitor. I am 
tempted to send for it as it seems to be 
reasonably priced. Could you let me 
know the specifications of the HC535 
and tell me whether it would be suitable 
for use with my Amiga 1200 for DTP? 

P. Naylor 
Leeds 

Without having used one, I am hesitant 
in recommending any product. What I 
can say about these monitors, is that the 
one you are looking at is probably OK 
for DTP, but there are other choices. The 
company concerned tell me they do 
three types with the cheapest being the 
one you mention, ft is better than a TV 



and yet slightly down-spec from a 1084- 
style monitor. 

It may be worth looking at one of the 
other models they do, like a Sony 
multisync, that will sync down to 15kHz, 
They do another single-scan monitor 
(which is what a 10S4-Btyle monitor is) 
that apparently give you a b&tter picture 
than the Philips model thanks to the 
better quality Sony Trinitron tube. This 
costs about £20 more. 

It has to be said that the monitors 
are second user models and have been 
refurbished. As such, they are covered 
by a three-month warranty. They may not 
have all the bells and whistles that more 
expensive monitors do. The multisync 
for example does not have a tilt feature 
for adjusting it and like the 1438 style 
monitors, you do get black borders 
around the edges, Larry 



I also want to know how to make DMS files 
for making game demo disks. 

Michael Ault 

Do you want the good news or the bad news 
first? The bad news is that you really do need 
an Ethernet connection: and that's very difficult 
to find on an A 1200. You should, theoretically 
at least, be able to use a serial link to run 
XWindows over a SLIP-type connect, but I 
couldn't recommend it because it would be 
awesomely slow. If you want to go this way you 



will need to install Linux and XWindows on the 
laptop (which will be a fun exercise In itself) 
and take it from there. 

Perhaps a more useful route is to emulate 
another platform which can run NetScape: and 
the best Is the Apple Mac. Using the 
Shareware program ShapeShifter you can run 
NetScape whilst using the Amiga to create 
HTML files in the background. The bad news Is 
that you wilt need an image of the Mac ROM: 
which win cost money - unless you happen to 
own an Apple Mac. 



Pretext is one of the few 
printers that lets you control 
the size and type of internal 
printer font used for your 
text on paper. 
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Ifyoa want more freedom so 
you can use thousands of 
typefaces, try a program like 
Wordwarth 5 or Final Writer. 
They don't use a printer's 
internal fonts to the same 
extent as Protext can (in 
Final Writer's case, not at 
all), but do let you create 
very effective documents. 
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These are ffie buttons the user can select from in WMS2. 



WMS2's button editor with the Update and Save gadgets. 



There are several prograrris around for the 
Amiga specifically for Web page constructiorj: 
HTML Heaver} and Hedley are the two most 
popular. It rnight be worth usmg these on the 
Amiga and saving finished pages to disk for 
testing on the PC. Using a floppy disk is also a 
lot faster than the serial port, as you probably 
know. However, look out for programs like 
TwinExpress which will make the Amiga/ PC 
link up faster and easier to use. 

To create a DMS fits, find a copy of the 
D!i/IS program from somewhere - an old 
Coverdisk for example. Typing DMS by itself 
will list the necessary options. Unfortunately, 
the syntajt is so confusing as to be ridiculous, 
so in summary you will need to do this: 

dras read rain;plop.dras from dfO: 

This will create a file in RAM disk called 
"plop.dms" by crunching all the files from the 
dfO: disk John 



WIVIS2 blues 




use 1 he Workbench Management 
Syslem 2 (WMS2) 1o keep the 
Workbench tidy and give access 
to my programs. It works well 
except for Superbase 2 and 
ProPage 4. When I try to load ProPage a 
requester appears saying "insufficient stack 
space try 1 0,000". Also, when I try to load 
Superbase I get the message "Can't do this - 
Insufficient stack space." WMS2 shows a stack 
of 4,000 for these programs but when I try to 
alter the value to 1 0,000 it reverts back to 
4,000. I have looked at the stack entries shown 
in the icon information for both programs and 
they both register values of 1 0,000. So why 
doesn't WMS2? Wordworth 3, ProCalc, 
MaxiPlan 4, Datastore and ail my other programs 
start OK from it. Could you tell me what this 
stack value represents, and how I can get the 
WMS2 program to increase it? 

Rev. Henry Gordon 
Rhyl, Clwyd 

All conventional Amiga programs run as 
AmigaDOS Processes (actually an extension of 
something called an Exec Task). From your 
point of view the nitty gritty internal details of 
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what constitutes an AmigaDOS process are 
irrelevant, the bottom line is simply that they 
each require a certain amount of workspace in 
order to function properly and this space is 
known as the stad<! 

The WMS2 facility that you are having 
problems with is the one that laundies 
programs that have been associated with 
particular WMS2 buttons. I tfiink the reason 
confusion has arisen is because the button 
editor has both a Save function and an Update 
function, ti/loreover, It appears that using Save 
on its own does not cause the program to re- 
write the stack value entry in the file holding the 
button configuration information. 

I think you'll find however that if you set 
your Superbase and ProPage stack values to 
10,000, and then click on the Update gadget 
before using Save to store your settings then 
any altered stack values will indeed take effect 
From that point on Superbase and ProPage 
should then run as expected. Paul 

Boot failures 

My Amiga A600 was fitted with a 
Gasteiner hard drive a couple of 
months ago and, although the 
machine was not used by me 
before this, I have been told that it 
has always suffered regularly from software 
failures. Since my hard drive has been fitted 
software failures on initial boot-up have occurred 
- as many as four or five in the first 1 minutes 
or so. More worrying is that recently this 
situation has been getting worse. However, 
once these initial problems are over the machine 
behaves perfectly normally. 

David Morris 
Sheffield 

Basically, your machine is sick, there is clearly 
a hardware problem here and the only realistic 
solution is to take it to a dealer for repair! Paul 

RAD Mount Lists 

I have 8Mb of RAM including 2Mb 
of Chip memorji but when I try to 
mount more than one RAD the 
second unit fails to load. My first 
RAD uses this sort of mount list: 
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Device 

Unit 

Flags 

Surfaces 

BlocksPerTrack 

Reserved 

Interleave 

LowCyl 

HighCyl 

Buffers 

BufMemType 



ramd rive, device 



1 

2 

11 

2 





79 

5 

1 



For the second mountlist I am changing the 
filename and setting the unit number to 1 . Any 
ideas on what I am doing wrong? 

T Collier 
Edinburgh, Scotland 

Yes. it's easy. Your BufMemType entry is set 
to 1 and this is the system flag value for Chip 
memory. With each RAD device effectively 
asking for 880K of Chip memory it's not 
surprising that the second attempted RAD 
mounting fails. To fix this problem all you 
need do is set the BufMemType to because 
then any available system public memory will 
be used! Paul 

Hard disk errors 

I have recently installed a lot of my 
floppy-based software on to my 
hard drive but after installing one 
particular program, BattleHawks 
1 942, I started getting 'Vol Work: 
Has a checksum error on block xxxxxx' 
messages, I couldn't even delete the 
BattleHawks drawer. The rest of the hard drive 
worked perfectly, so I backed up all the 
retrievable files in order that I could reformat my 
dhl : partition. Everything went fine until the BO- 
BS per cent mark, at which point the drive hung 
but with no error messages. I can however 
format 2x20-30Mb partitions leaving a 1 5-20Mb 
gap in the middle so presumably the drive 
mechanics are not at fault. 

Michael Harvey 
South wold, Suffolk 

From the sound of it the drive mechanism of 
your hard disk is fine but, since your high-level 
reformatting has not helped, the chances are 
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that the drive surface itself has developed a 
fauit. Luckily, you have backups of all your 
programs so it might he worth using 
HDToolbox to perform a low-level format and 
then carry out a verify operation to identify any 
bad bloct<s present. 

Having done that you'll need to set up your 
partitions, perform a high-level format, i.e. a 
normal format operation on each partition, and 
then reinstall your Workbench and applications 
software from scratch. You'll find these 
operations detailed in your hard- drive manual 
but, if you are unsure about doing this yourself, 
you might prefer to contact the company that 
supplied your hard disk. Most will carry out this 
sort of work, and re-install your Workbench, for 
a quite reasonable charge! Paul 

Printer fonts 

I am a 70 -year- old who now uses a 
computer set-up in order to write 
readable letters to his friends. My 
set-up consists of an Amiga 600 
witfi a Star LC-100 printer and I 
use Trans Write, wtiich does not allow me to 
import any fonts. Ttiis printer only gives me a 
selection of four different fonts (only two of 
which are suitable for letter writing), I had 
thought about changing it for one with a better 
selection of built-in fonts. 

In the July issue of Amiga Shopper, I read 
your article on printers and decided that the 
Canon BJC-4D00 looked interesting, so I visited 
a local computer store to inspect it. The assistant 




gave me a specification sheet printed out on the 
machine in the store so that I could bring it 
home and read at my leisure, I noticed that there 
were eight built-in fonts and 20 TrueType fonts. 
It all looked very suitable for my needs. 

However, I don't have any money to throw 
away and so I decided to write to Canon to find 
out whether their pnnter would do what I 
wanted it to do, 1 pointed out to them that I use 
an Amiga and I wanted to select the built-in 
fonts for use with the Canon BJC-4000, I knew 
that I would not be able to use the TrueType 
fonts as they only work on a PC. 

Canon's reply was: "Further to your letter 
regarding the BJC-4000, unfortunately the driver 
does not allow access to the internal fonts. 
Whilst fonts can be changed via DIP switches 
on the printer, these will be overridden by the 
software commands received from your Amiga." 

If I can't use the built-in fonts or TrueType 
fonts, what use is the printer? I can't see how 
you can give it 88 per cent unless you have a 
program which will oven-ide the Amiga output. 

Ken Brown 
South Yorkshire 

There are actually two ways a printer can 
output text from an Amiga. One is using Its own 
internal printer fonts and to do that you need a 
program that will let you do this. I am writing 
this answer in Pretext 6.61 and a quick check 
of its printer drivers tells me there isn't one for 
the BJC-4000. There are, however, many others 
for Canon printers like the BJ-200, BJ-230 (A3 
model) and the BJC-600. These printer drivers 
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(with Pretext) will let you mix fonts on your 
page that are internal to that printer. 

In my experience, Protext is one of the best 
programs for making use of a printer's internal 
fonts. If you have our Protext 4.3 Coverdisks 
(AS53/AS54), you might like to check them out 
because it too will have printer drivers for many 
older printers within your price range. It may 
even support your Star LC-100. 

The other way a printer can output text is 
graphically. In other words, instead of the Amiga 
sending a text file to the printer, the software 
you are using, Final Copy or Wordworth for 
example, would send an almost (the resolution 
maybe different) identical copy of the page you 
have on-screen to your printer a strip at a time. 

This takes longer to print of course, but lets 
you use the Amiga outline fonts that come with 
many of these modern word processors. This 
is one reason why word processors like 
Wordworth are popular because you can 
mix different outline fonts from the Amiga 
(not the printer) with pictures to create great- 
looking pages. 

Text-based word processors, which is what 
you using, are not so popular because you don't 
get the same flexibility in the way a page looks. 
The reason the BJC-4000 received such a 
good mark is because when using it from the 
most popular type of programs like Wordworth, 
Final Writer and ProPage, the output was very 
good. To be honest, with so few people using 
text-based word processors with printers like 
that, I don't put a lot of emphasis on the area 
you mention when giving out marks. Larry ■ 
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If you send in a question for the Amiga Answers experts, please fill 
In and Include the form below <or a photocopy if you don't want to 
cut up your magazine). If you have several questions in different 
fields that should be addressed to more than one of our experts, 
please send in your queries on separate forms. 

Send your form and question to: Amiga Answers, Amiga 
Shopper, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 

Name: 



Agnus chip (if known) 

Extra drive #1 <3.Sin/5.25ln) as DF : Manufacturer , 
Extra drive #2 (3.5 in/5.25 in) as OF : Manufacturer . 
Hard disk: Mb as DH 



Manufacturer 

Extra RAM fitted - type, size in Mb and manufacturer 



Address: 



Please indicate details of any other hardware which could help us 
to answer your question: 



Your machine' 

n A500 

D A1200 

n A4000 

Approximate age of machine: 



n A500 Plus 

n A1500 



_Post code . 

lZ] A600 
n A2000 



D A1000 
n A3000 



Kickstart version (displayed at the "insert Workbench" prompt) 

Di-a Dls Dz-x Dsji 

Workbendi revision (written on the Workbench disk) 

LJl.2 Ql.3 U 1.3.2 D2.O4/2.OS 

C 2.1 n 3.0 

PCS revision (if known). Do not take your machine apart just to 
look for this! 



Now, use this space to describe your problem, including as much 
relevant information as possible. Please continue on a separate 
sheet if necessary. 



Total memory fitted (see AVAIL in Shell for Workbench 1.3) 
Chip memory available (see AVAIL In Shell) 
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Shopper Book Offers 




BOOK 





Get The Most Out 
Of Your Amiga 95 

New, for beginners and experts alike, this bool( will make sure 
that you literally "get the most" out of your Amiga, whatever you 
want to do with it 



Understanding your Amiga 

Section A gives you the low down on how your Amiga urorks, including ail the 
hardware and software. There's even a glossary covering all the terms that you are 
ever likely to come across. 

What your Amiga can do 

Section B helps you to explore in depth the myriad of possible uses for your 
Amiga, for example DTP, Comms, programming, Amiga games, music, graphics and 
multimedia. Again, there's a full glossary at the end of the section to ensure that 
you are familiar with all the technical terms. 

FREE disk 

The free disk includes carefully selected Public Domain and Shareware programs 

to make your Amiga faster and easier to use. 

Amiga Shopper subscribers SAVE £3 

As an Amiga Shopper subscriber you'll save £3 when you take advantage of this 
offer and buy this book for only £14.99. Just quote your Amiga Shopper subscriber 
number when you order. 




,KtStNl^ 



ARexx: Your Amiga's 
Built-in llirbocliarger 



ARexx could well be your Amiga's single 
most important asset, because it is a 
powerful programming language in its 
own right. ARexx lets you create time- 
saving automated scripts for the 
increasing number of commercial 
programs that support it. In fact, ARexx 
is purpose-built for multi -tasking 
operations ■- just like your Amiga. 
ARexx: Your Amiga's Built-in 
Turbocharger includes practical help 
and advice for beginners and authoritative 
reference material for experienced users too. This brand 
new book from Future Publishing contains everything you need to know 
to get the most out of ARexx, including: 

• Running ARexx • BASIC programming « Function libraries 

• Debugging • ARexx 'ports' • Controlling programs 

• Automating tasks • Full ARexx reference. 
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Wordworth 
Companion 



njo^s 






This book is the 
comprehensive guide to the 
excellent Wordworth word 
processing package. The 
Wordworth Companion was 
written by Amiga Shopper's 
DTP and word processing 
expert, Larry Hickmott, with 
the full support of Digita 
International. 

Tlie Wordworth 
Companion contains 
in-depth explanations 
on every aspect of the 
software and it also comes 
with a bonus disk which is packed 
with fonts and clipart. 



Order No 



Price 



FLB9052 



£17.95 



Order No 
Price 



FLB0799 1 



£14.99 



CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 01225 82251 1 



Shopper Book Offers 



A1200S, CD-ROMs, And The 
Things You Need To Know 

Add a CD-ROM drive to your A1200 and you'll be able to access the 
ever-expanding range of Amiga CD-based software and enjoy CD^^, 
audio CD and CDTV compatibility. This new boolt tells you 

everything that you'll need to Itnow 
about CD-ROM, how it works, the 
growing range of software that is 
available and future Industry plans 
to exploit the full potential of this 
exciting new medium. 
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Two FREE CD-ROMs! 
Included with this 100- page 
book are two FREE CD-ROMs 
packed with hundreds of 
megabytes of useful utilities 
along with demos of the latest 
games that utilise the full 
potential ol CD-ROM. The book 
has a comprehensive glossary 
to help you unravel the 
mysteries of desktop video 
jargon and terminology. 



Order No 



Price 



FLB5262 



£19.95 



Internet, Modems And The 
Whole Comms Thing 

This book from Future Publishing contains everything that you need 
to get on-line with your Amiga: 

• How to find your way around the Internet, CIX, CompuServe and 
other major networks. 

• Bulletin Boards: what are they, 
who runs them, what do they do 
and how are they run? 
You've got an Amiga and you've 
got a modem - but how do you 
make them talk to each other? 

• Make new contacts, obtain 
technical support, download 
software, join special interest 
groups and much more! 

SAVE £££s 

Over £1 60 to be saved on 
network registration, software, 
hardware and on-line services 
- for details see the vouchers 
inside the book! 





Amiga Desktop Video 

The Amiga is the world's premier low-cost graphics 
workstation. But its power, built-in expandability 
and ever-widening range of quality software and 
add-ons mean it's capable of professional results. 
All you need is the know-how and this book: 

• Title your own videos • Record animations 

• Mix computer graphics and video 

• Manipulate images and much more. 



Priority Order Form 



SAVE £10 



Order No 



Was £19.95 



Ultimate AMOS 

Explore the full potential of AMOS with easy-to- 
understand descriptions, diagrams and dozens 
of example AMOS routines. Produce your own 
Amiga games with a smattering of BASIC 
knowledge, AMOS - and this 400-page book! 

• Find out how to handle sprites and bobs 

• Incorporate sound and music in your games 
PLUS! There's a FREE disk with routines and 
programs and four skeleton stand-alone games. 



FLB084A 



Now £9.95 
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Order No 



Price 



LB025A 



£19.95 



The Pocket Workbench & 
AmigaDOS Reference 

Workbench and AmigaDOS can be confusing - unless 
you've got expert help on hand: 

• Understand Workbench menu options 

• Customise Workbench for your needs 
PLUS! For more advanced users there's a full 
AmigaDOS 2 & 3 command reference, listing all the 
commands and quoting function, syntax and examples. 




SAVE £5 



Order No 



Was £9.95 



FLB017A 



Now £4.95 



Title 



hits 



Surname 



Your address 



Postcode 



. Telephc 



Your signature . 



Order 


Description 


Qfy 


Price 










































Tofal 





Amount enclosed £ 



Method of payment (please tick one]: VISA 

CHEQUE 



(Make cheques poyable to Future Publisiiing Ltd.] 

ACCESS n 

POSTAL ORDER D 



H 



cARDNoDnnn nnnn nnnn nnnn 

Expiry date: I 11 ^1_J1 1 

Overseas orders - piease add £4 for delivery 

Tick if you 60 nof wisti to receive special offers from other companies D 

Now send this form and your payment to: 

Future Book Orders, Future Publishing Ltd, FREEPOST (BS4900), 

Somerton, Somerset TAT I 6BR. 

You will not need a stamp when you post this order and postage and packing 

are free. There are no extra costs. 

Please allow 28 days tor delivery. ASHP60I 
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Turn your excess equipment into cash, or find a true bargain. Sell, buy, swap, exchange... no matter 
what your intentions are, these are the only pages that reach the truly devoted Amiga users. 



FOR SALE 

• A4000/040 CD-ROM, ProGrab 

24, 1 0Mb RAM, 360Mb hard drive, 
SCSI controller. Imagine 3, second 
drive. £1,800 ono. = 01274 667761. 

• OAT! Quality 1 S-bit soundcard 

for Amiga 1500-A4000. Perfect intemal 
SMPTE timecode. Will fit and set up, 
£960 ono. Photo-realistic prints, A4, 
£7.50, A3 £10. Phone Jeff, evenings 
"01303 243845. 

• A1200, 420Mb HDD, Arohos 
CD ROM, speakers, Sony 14-inch 
SCART TV. matrix printer, MIDI 
interface, sound sampler, second floppy 
drive, large amount of boxed software. 
£595. tr 01935 79963. 

• A4000/040, 10Mb, 1961 
multisync monitor, SAS/C, C program. 
Final Writer 3, plus utilities, games, 
books. £1 ,500. Phone Ted (daytime) 
« 01752 041014. 

• AMOS Pro tor sale, £40, And 
many games including Syndicate, 
Cannon Fodder, Hired Guns, £10 each, 
and others (£5-£1 each). Most in 
original boxes. ■» 0171 722 7076. 

• Amiga 1200 Desktop Dynamite 
pack, 170Mb hard drive. Bargain at 
£350. Call Ron on Southampton 

« 01 703 557313, after 6.30 pm. 

• CD^, 1 6 games and Weird Science 
Network CD and cable for connection 
to Amiga 1 200. £130. All boxed in 
good condition, n 01246 S41371. 

• Zappo Smart Stor PCMCIA 
520IVtb hard drive. WB 3.0 installed, 
suitable for A1 200, Sell for £250 or 
large internal IDE drive, 400Mb plus. 
Phone David on " 01206 391861. 

• A4000/040, 1 20lu1b HD, 4Mb 
RAM, £400. Philips CMSe33ll monitor, 
£70.ir01782 6B0655. 

• Oktagon SCSI2 controller with 
52Mb Quantum £1 00; AD Pro v2 £50, 
Future sound sampler £25. Phone Mike 
w 01 235 84841 2, after 7pm. 

• Citiien Swift 24-colour dot matrix 
printer in good condition. Citizen Print 
Manager, manuals, cable and semi- 
automatic sheet feeder. £1 00 or 
acceptable offer. " 0151 625 8477. 

• CD^ FMV cartridge for sale; fully 
working with four FMV films. £1 40 
ono. Phone Phil on * 01 635 582406, 
after Spm. 

• Amiga games for sale or swap. 
Send SAE to: M. Pearson, 54 Fairmile 
Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 
3QB. All original games. 

• ZI-FI speakers for Amiga, hardly 



used. Price £20 including P&P. 

" 0973 505659 or ^ 0121 602 0937 

• 50 Amiga DS/DD disks for £1 3, 
inc PfiP. Send cheque to: M. Pearson, 
54 Fairmile Road, Halesowen, West 
Midlands B63 3QB. « 0973 505659. 

• G-Force 030 combo for 2000 
40MHz, 4Mb RAM, SCSI interface, 
bard drive cradle, software, manual, 
£400 ono. May accept part exchange, 
■o- 0973 505659, or n 0121 602 0937 

• Dice 3,01, three weeks old, disks 
and manual, £80. Tel: Dave 
(Manchester) « 0161 337 9601. 

• CD^" boxed, good condition, 15 
games, £1 50. Action Replay HKS 
A500 £20. Video back-up system 
£20. Write: A. Bellamy, S2 Houfton 
Road, Bolsover, Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire S44 6SG. 

• Amiga video back-up V3.0, store 
1 50 disks to tape, or H/D back-up 
£25. P&P free, n 0161 790 0962. 

• Amiga B2000, WB2.04, 1 Mb 
Chip RAM, 4Mb Fast RAM, £1 75. 
DCTV 24-bit digitiser and paint 
software, playback 24-bit an<ims in real 
time, £145. « 01 298 22862. 

• 500-I-, 2MI>, Commodore 1 0B55 
monitor, PG5808 disc drive, LC20 Star 
printer, three boxes software, joysticks, 
mouse etc. £350. Aivochopper flight 
sim £60. South East Essex. 

» 01375 642022. 

• A1200 plus 4Mb RAM, 8SMb 

HD, HiQ PowerStation including Sanyo 
CD £750. A1 200 basic £250. All 
boxed in excellent condition. = 01677 
450564 any time, 

• PCMCIA 4Mb RAM can! for 
A600 or A1 200. Packaged as new, 
with lifetime warranty. Only one 
year old £1 ,500. Phone Carl on 
ir0191 427 9411. 

• 40Mb hard drive, 2.5 inch for 
A1 200/A600. Easy to fit, includes 
cable and software for formatting, etc- 
No bad blocks. £40, Tel: Tony on 
Coventry i 01203 637343. 

• Amiga Shopper magazines, issues 
1-54, including most disks £50. 
Complete Amiga C disks and manual 
£15, 150 disks from magazines: AUI, 
Amiga Format and Amiga Computing 
£30. = 01329 311437 

• A4000/030, 6Mb RAM, 24QMb 
HD, 1942 monitor, Star LC24-2O0 
colour dot matrix printer, optical mouse, 
joystick, hundreds of disks, five years' 
collection, mint condition. £1 ,250 only, 
« 01 252 879562. 

• A1200, 50MHz, 030 MMU, 6Mb 



RAM, 80Mb HD, plus 200 disks of 

other software. ■» 01 782 714750 
evenings, ask for Richard, Room 1 29 
and say it is urgent. (Staffs area). 

• A4000 Warp Engine, 40MHz, 
tSMb RAM, 2.39 BHD, V-Lab 
Motion, CD-ROM, Microvitec 
multiscan, loads of software and CDs. 
All original in mint condition. £2,500 
ono. 1 01 604 2 25 3 9, daytime. 

• A1200, 80HD, A1230, 50MHz, 
68030, 8Mb RAM, FPU MMU, CBM 
1 940 monitor, Vidi Amiga 24, Pro, 
Real 3D, ImageFX, Brilliance, DPaint 
etc. All pristine condition. £1 ,200 ono. 
Cdl T 01785 665613. 

• Imagine 3, unused complete 
with manual. Bargain at £70. 

n 01253 812141 (Blackpool). 

• Peripherals for Amigas. PCMCIA 
Zappo CD-ROM (with CDs), £1 40; 
Philips colour stereo monitor, £175; 
Citizen 240C colour printer, £1 25, 4Mb 
A1 200 expansion, £125; sound sampler 
£15. Ayrshire « 01 292 475278. 

• Amiga Action Replay II, £1 5; 
original games £3 to £8, including 
Monkey Island, Zool, F29; joysticks, £4 
each; second drive only £20. All must 
go. » 0171 888 6349, daytime. 

• Amiga Vision authoring software, 
£1 80 retail, only £50; Deluxe Paint III 
£8; Trans Write £8. All originals. 
Lots more for Amiga. Please call an 

T 0171 888 6349, daytime only 

• A4O0O animation system for sale. 
System is only two months old and 
comprises of the following: A4Q00 
(2Mb Chip RAM); Tower casing with 
seven full length zorro III slots; Warp 
Engine {28MHz) accelerator; V-Lab 
motion; 1 Gb SCSI II hard disk; £1 ,000 
worth of boxed software. Would 
normally cost £4,500; for quick sale will 
accept £2,300! Contact Craig after 
7pmon«0171 733 7815. 

• Amiga 500, 2Mb RAM, second 
disk drive, joystick, printer and some 
software (Kindwords version 2), 
£200 ono. Phone Paul on " 0181 771 
9423 (London). 

• Amiga 1200, 6Mb, 170HD, BSB, 
books, games, second drive, mouse, 
joystick, adult used only, four years ICL 
warranty, mint condition, £600. Boston, 
Lines ■•r01205 270340. 

• A4000/040, 1 4Mb RAM, 1 Gb HD, 
1 942 monitor, printer, LightWave v4, 
Vista Pro 3. Contact: CPL Moffat, 
BMH Rintein, BFPO 31, Germany. 

« 05722 5953. 

• A4000/3.1, GVP 030/SCSI/8Mb, 



1 .1 Gb Rocgen + video pilot/v320 
monitor, £2,000 ono or swap 
A4000n" plus cash [or IV24, or SVHS 
VCR, or other hardware). All excellent, 
may split, serious software included. 
ir0121 783 5429. 

• Vidi Amiga Pro 24RT, boxed, still 
under guarantee, £150. Call Ryan on 
ir0171 515 6134. 

• Amiga 2000, 1 Mb, plus 20Mb 
HD, twin 3 1/2 inch disk with manuals, 
books, approximately 800 disks, 

1 084 monitor, £350 ono. n 01 752 
778810 (Plymouth). 

• CD^^, excellent condition with 
games, £95. Vidi Amiga 1 2RT, barely 
used, with power supply, suit A1 200 
owner, £80. Buyer collectS- 
«0191 258 7863. 

• CD-ROM: Zappo drive, leads and 
software, three games CDs. Unused. 
£125. Phone n 01322 287924. 

• Amiga 500 Pius with joysticks, 
games, all the bits in fine fettle, £1 20 
post freel Also breaking A5O0+- Phone 
for info - see ads in December issue! 
Adrian 1101964 543592. 

• Overdrive PCMCIA hard drive for 
Amiga 1 200, 1 70Mb, sell for £65 ono. 
Ian « 01543 578633, after 5,30pm. 

• Amiga 1200 bare board RAM card 
accelerator with clock, £35 P&P free. 
Please contact: Mr. A. M ah mood, 14 
Curven Edge, Helms h ore, Rossendale, 
Lancashire BB4 4 LP 

• GVP impact Series II, SCSI hard 
disk controller and RAM card for Amiga 
2/3/4000. A bargain at £60 + PSR 
Call Matt on " 01 793 825751 . 

• Deluxe Paint 5, £35; Quarterback 
v5, £25, Monkey Island, Microprose 
Golf, Detroit, Lemmings 2, only £10 
each. All original and boxed. Call Matt 
on»01793S25751. 

• 180 original games/programs, 

e.g. Flight Sim 2, Duetercs, 
Rise/ Dragon, Steel Sky. Send large 
SAE to: Gavin Rogers, 24 Northview, 
Swan ley, Kent BR8 7BQ. (Selling my 
Lightwave as well.) 

• A4000/040, ieMb(2-M6) RAM, 
250Mb hard disk, perfect condition, 
includes Amiga hardware and RKM 
literature. Also DevPac, SAS/C and 
other books and softvrare. £1 ,500 the 
lot. ■= 01903 527019. 

• Overdrive external A1 200 
hard drive, 200Mb, good condition, 
software and power supply, boxed, 
£140 ono. Tel: Ray on Cheltenham 
«01242 261785. 

• A500-)-, Workbencti 2.04, 
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external floppy, £75. GVP 49Mb HD, 
£100, 4Mb SIMMS, £95 or £250 for 
the lot, plus extras. Call Dave 
n 0191 454 2058 (Tyreside). 

• A4aO0/03l), 6Mb RAM, 1 60Mb 
HD, second drive, sampler 1 20, mags 
and disks, loBdsa games and software, 
full Blitz BASIC. All manuals, well loved 
computer - need cash. £950 ono. Call 
Kisromr 01302 885815. 

• Genlock professional, 
Scanlodt VSL-A-P, composite and 
S-video connections; hardware fade 
and key, excellent condition, supports 
all Amigas. £95 or swap, CD-ROM, ' 
memory, etc. Offers considered. 
Phone Vladimir = 0171 498 6582, 
evenings 6pm-9pm. 

• A4000/040, 2-i-12MbRAM, 1Gb 
HD, 1 942 monitor, LightWave, AD Pro, 
Vista Pro, printer, all boxed with 
manuals and instructions. Contact 
CPL Moffat, Q.M. Dept., BMH Rintein, 
BFPO 31 . -ii 0049 5722 5953. 

• A2000 Fusion 40 040, 5Mb 
RAM, 40Mb SCSI HD, WB 2.04, 
monitor and lots of software. £550 ono. 
1101903 241748. 

• Perfect printer! Citizen 1 200+ 
9-pin printer, boxed, still on first ribbon, 
£75 inc. P&P, stands, cables, disk, 
manual, ribbons. Adrian Jo ice 

= 01964 543592. 

• Pree postage! Mini Office £18, 
Elite I and Elite II: Frontier, £1 7 both; 
FIFA International Soccer £l 1 . A1 200 
progs: Aladdin £1 0, PGA Euro Golf 
£1 0. Ptione for others. Adrian 

= 01964 543592. 

• A1200 6Mb RAM, 33MHz FPU 
and clock. External drive over £500. 
Software including Sensi, Rise, SIM 
2O00, two joysticks, mouse, tii-fi 
leads £300 ono, Phone Kev 

= 01652 633066, after 5.30pm. 

WANTED 

• AMOS Pro Compiler please! I 
need the latest version asap. Will pay 
well. Phone Conor, evenings ^ 01 232 
61 51 55, or write to: 1 3 Ardmore Park. 



Belfast BT10 OJJ, Northern Ireland, You 
could save my life! 

• A1291 SCSI interface for GVP 

A1 230 series II accelerator (for Amiga 
1 200). Will pay reasonable price. 
Please phone " 01 935 27996, or write 
to: Mr. Pratt, 28 Elmhurst Avenue, 
Yeovil, Somerset BA21 4PP. 

• Wanted: London-based DPaint, 
Lightwave or equivalent artists for 
games production. Also wanted: PC, 
C and C++ programmers. Call Raj 
™ 01 81 590 4572, or send disk or 
tape to: 687 High Road, Seven Kings, 
llford, Essex IG3 8RQ. 

• AMOS contacts. Anyone 
welcome, from beginner to expert to 
swap codings. Write to: Will, 52 St. 
Oswalds Road, Fulford, York Y01 4LZ. 

• Hard drive for Amiga 500 Plus. 

01222 705121. 

• PD software sellers. We are 
interested in buying some software, 
including games, utilities and others. 
Please send us your complete list and 
details: Shiraz Technology Group, First 
Floor, 1 1 Ghaforl Lane, N. Shirai 
Street, Tehran 19916, Iran. 

• Wanted: Side expansion for Amiga 
A500. Must have through port. Any 
make and size considered. Phone Dave 
not 225 8591 20. 

• Wanted for AflOO, 2Mb or more 
RAM. Ring 9am-4pm, Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday. 

= 01582 615507 (Luton). Ask for 
Charlie. Thanks to all answers for my 
g/daughter's A500 (December). 

• Amiga 1500/2000 intema! 
200 W power supply unit. Will pay 
reasonable price. Call Steve on 

1 01305 260375, evenings. 

PERSONAL 

• Commercial games programmer 

wanted. Call Ralph Lovesy on 
= 01280 850450. 

• Own or use Blitz Basic? Write to 

me NOW for news on a possible Blitz 
User Group. M. Tillett, 27 Hillside Ave, 
Worl Ingham, Beccles, Suffolk NR34 



7AJ. Call = 01 502 714663, S-7pm. 

• Musician looking (or PD work. Write 
to: Russell Lewis, 44 Moreton Road 
North, Luton, Beds LU2 9DP for an 
example of my work. 

• Scanning service! Have your 
photos and other images scanned 
with an Epson GT-6500, 24-blt, for 
perfect results. Images can be 
downloaded or sent by post, etc. 
Phone Jason = 01507 568318 for 
more details. 

• Winted. Talented computer 
artists for PD and official printing 
work. Must be committed. For more 
information, contact Nick at: Nickel PD, 
67 Bradshaw Street, Whelley, Wigan 
WN1 3U2. 

• Utantad. DPaint, LightWave and 3D 
artists. Also require PC programmer for 
3D development. We need PC 
musicians for games production. Call 
Raj on w 0181 590 4572 or send 
demo tape or disk to: 687 High Road, 
Seven Kings, llford, Essex IG3 BRQ, 

fanzines/BBSs 

• Power Plant BBS, CD ROMs 

online fee downloads, loads of file 
areas, speed now at 33,600. Dial 
= 01 229 431 590 for instant access. 

• Digital intensity, Amiga disk- 
magazine. Covers topics like: PD, 
commercial software, printers, Amiga 
hardware, etc. For more information 
send an SAE to: Simon Denvir, 40 Old 
Cavehill Road, Belfast BT1 5 5GT, 
Northern Ireland. 

W Mayhem (ex-Sliver) now open. 
5.5GD Amiga files on line. 7pm-6am, 
24 hours at weekends. New users to 
Comms welcome. All speeds up to 
14.4k running Xendlink, helpful SySop. 
= 01502 714663. 

• impact BBS, contact Steven Yapp 
on = 01584 876365 on week days 
and 24 hours at weekends. 

• Draught Flow BBS, nine 
CD-ROMs on-line including latest 

Ami net, Goldfish, Goldfish 2, Hottest 4, 
Hottest 5, GIFs Galore, etc. 



Not ratios. Free downloads at 2B.S00 
and free Internet mail access on 
= 01707 328484. 

• Speeds to 1 4,400 all Amiga 
files - FIdonet and Subspace mall. 
Contact Steven Yapp on 

= 01 584 676365, 6pm week days 
and 24hrs weekends, 

• Professor X's BBS. 1 0pm to 8am 
= 0171 603 1 872 300 to 1 4,400bps. 
Over 650 newish files. Many mail areas, 
and on-line games. SySop Richard 
Hart. Instant access! 

• Amiga Buzz BBs = 01924 
491 461 ,24-hours. V Everything. 
Amiga only. Kewl system CD online 
soon. Call now I 

• Parliament 01 Itooks BBS. 

1 00 per cent Amiga, 1 00 per cent 
FREE. 24 hours, 1 .75Gb file space. 
Friendly and helpful SySop. Instant 
access = 0181 783 0704. 

• No Limits BBS = 01 293 413668. 
24-hours, 1.2Gb, great new BBSI 
Running Xenollnk. Check out what a 

1 5-year-old can do. Dozens of 
networks, including Bamet. Pros and 
new users welcome. 

• Magic Mushrooms BBS, online 
24-hours, over 7Gb available. 

= 01 889 579854. Free access to 
CD-ROM, new users most welcome. 
Helpful SySop, all speeds up to 2B.eK. 
The Midlands' finest BBS. 

• Big Hard One BBS. Amiga only, 
3.5Gb online, PCs not welcome, Call 
"01162 661 61 0. Node 2 (remote) 
cal! " 01530 260160. Call 8 till S 
every night. 

• Robins Revenge BBS. Luton 
based. Online from 1 0pm to midnight 
every day on = 01582 423430. 

• Scorpio BBS. = 0181 657 4913. 
epm-midnight. Over 50 Amiga CDs, 
many available Immediately. RIes direct 
from the Internet at no cost, 

• BBS. Enter tlie Z zone. The 
little board with big ideas. Seven 
CD-ROMs online, no ratios. 

» 01424 421403, 6pm weekdays 
and 24 hours weekends. Thousands 
of Amiga files. ■ 



Se your used hardware and software in Amiga Shopper,., for 
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AS soon as someone gets 
home with a 3D animation 
package, the first thing they 
do is mal(e a space scene. 
Load up a Public Domain 
X-Wing Fighter, figure out how to get 
some stars in there, and - hey presto! Your 
first 3D epic in under a minute. Why is 
this? Probabiy because it's easy. Black 
background, a couple of white dots and a 
free object. In fact, I'm surprised someone 
didnt make Babyion 5 ages ago... 

Wait a second... If that's true, why do 99 
per cent of all the space demo reels we get at 
Foundation Imaging stink? VWiy do so many 
people keep asking us how we do our space 
scenes? Hmmm.... I'm starting to get the feeling 
that maybe it's not as easy as everyone thinks it 
is. If this is indeed the case, maybe I should 
insure my job security and keep all these secrets 
to myself. Don't you agree? No? Well, I suppose 
I could give away one or two... After all, you 
guys are in Europe! You're not going anywherel 
Certainly not to Los Angeles to steal my job. 
Enough waffle! From here on in you'll be 
provided with nothing but cold, hard facts on 
how to make great-looking space scenes. 

Sky full of stars 

What seems like the simplest part of a good 
space scene actually isn't: making stars. Most of 
the time, people load up one of LightWaye's 
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default starfield objects and leave it at that. 
This will go into the 'crap' category. While both 
starfield objects are certainly good places to 
start, they need a touch of help to look 
convincing. The Stars object has only one 
surface assigned to it, making for a very flat- 
looking night sky. Actual Stars is better, because 
it contains realistic star groupings and has 
several surfaces, allowing for multiple colours 
and varied densities. 

Babylon 5 space uses a total of four 
starfield objects (yes, four), compnsed of two 
copies of Stars and Actual Stars (each rotated 
to avoid overlap). While this provides enough 
volume, it stifi doesn't look quite right; all the 
stars look too bright and much the same size. 
One way to remedy this would be to load the 
objects into Modeller and assign dozens of 
surface names, allowing you to give various 
groupings of stars different intensities {by 
darkening the colour or adding transparency). 
This, however, is technically known as a 'pain in 
the arse,' so we have devised a much easier 
alternative: Fractal Noise. 

By simply adding this texture in the colour 
channel (make the noise colour black), a very 
soft, natural break-up of the stars occurs. Since 
the starfield objects are so large, the texture size 
needs to be adjusted accordingly (try it at 
around 100 on X, Y and Z - reducing the 
contrast a touch may also look good). 
Experiment with what you think looks best, and 
remember to save your objects if you make 
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changes to them! Otherwise, all your laborious 
surface setting will be for naught (and get in 
the habit of saving altered objects under a 
new name - you may want to go back to the 
original some day). 

Another surfacing hint is to remember to 
use the 'Save and Load Surfaces' option. After 
a few hits of cider, even the best animators 
often forget about this feature and laboriously 
alter dozens of surfaces by hand when all that 
was necessary was a few simple mouse clicks 
(don't fret - loading a surface only changes the 
attributes, not the surface name itself). 

Hollywood stars 

Now that your stars are looking more like the 
real things, there are a few tips to remember 
when animating them. First, never forget that 
each one of these stars is actually a tiny object 
knov/n as a single point polygon. These objects 
are only a dot in size, although they differ from 
normal polygons in that no matter how close or 
far they get from the camera, they will always 
render the same size (the particle size option in 
the objects menu sets the basic size of the dot). 

This is how the LightWave starfield can be 
just a huge, hollow sphere - single point 
polygons will render quite clearly despite being 
a great distance from the camera. The absence 
of polys from the middle of the starfield is also 
generally desired - a filled sphere would make it 
took as if stars were passing in front of, or even 
through other objects in the scene. Just make 
sure that you don't create any objects larger 
than the starfield. If it's already too late, simply 
scale up the starfield objects - it won't affect 
how they render. 

The most important rendering option when 
animating with starfields is Particle Blur (under 
the Camera menu). When this is activated, the 
stars will realistically streak as the camera pans 
past them (without it, stars strobe as they move 
past - a very undesirable effect). Since Particle 
Blur (which adds almost no additional render 
time) works independently of Motion Blur (which 
adds months to render time), make a habit out 
of clicking it on whenever you render a scene 
containing particles (another name for single 
point polygons). [See Punch it Chewiel] The 
default value of a 50 per cent blur length will 
suffice in most cases. 

Big, bad and blue 

Perhaps the most striking element in the 
Babylon 5 universe is the patented bright, blue 
nebula seen in many of the FX sequences. Not 
only is it pretty to look at, but it serves an 
important practical function that is essential to 
the style of the show. 

Here on Earth, sunlight is bounced off 
everything from the ground we walk on to 
the buildings we walk into; this results in plenty 
of fill light - light that fills in the shadows cast 
by the sun (keep an eye out and you'll notice 
you almost never see a completely black 
shadow). Even in a room containing a single 
light fixture, light bounces off the walls and 
other objects to find itself cast into almost every 
nook and cranny. 

In space, however, things are different. 

Issue 58 



'~| LpghtWavc 3D ^.X Beta - Sficcfat FoundalmTi ^ltia^lflg Edition 

Scene I Objecis] Surfaces imageg^ugnt^ c:afinsra] htscis^ Hecnrci options^ SNJ 



vie* 



Front Top Side 1 

Perspective 

I Light i Camefa j 



Edit 



View 



Objects [ Benes 



Ligiits I Camera 



Lfctoij|se.._ 

Mftve r Rotate 



IMnve PIvol Pt 



I H II P 



B I 



I Reset ]| center 



I 



f Mo<lon Graph 





1 Preview 


♦! 




1 Render ) 




Gelftcled nam | nebuls-nt.lwD 


»l 


current Frame ( 1 ^ 1 ► 1 |#] 1 
Kb¥ Frame [ Previcus ! Next } [ Spline 
Create Key ; Delete Key ) [ Parent 


Ul 

Contruls ] 
, IK Opts] 




There are no roads or buildings or clouds or 
walls for light to get bounced off of. In most 
cases, light from the sun travels in a straight line 
and doesn't illuminate anything not directly in its 
path. This results in an absence of fill light, 
which creates very strong, black shadows. This 
means ships flying in space receive light only on 
their surfaces which face the sun - often a very 
limited area. If a craft's right side was turned 
towards the sun, it's left side would be almost 
completely black. The result? High contrast - 
very strong areas of illumination mixed with very 
black shadows. 

Depending on what angle a spaceship was 
photographed from, it might be completely 
obscured by shadow, resulting in a 
predominantly black spaceship. Of course, we 
all know that space itself is also mostly black, 
so the combination of a black spaceship 



This is what the Bab/Ion 5 universe 
looks like within LigbtVlibve. Note that the 
nebuia is a carved polygon and rests outside 
the starfield objects. Far simplicity, the 
nebula and sfars are attached to a single 
null object; this allows us to resize the 
galaxy with one move instead of altering 
each object individually. In some cases, we 
actually rotate the null and spin the galaxy 
behind an object to make Hiook as if a lhf/> 
is travelling very fast. 




In 1977, an obscure 
American film called Star 
Wars popularised what 
became knovi;n as tlie 
Hyperspace Effect (I doubt 
anyone In Europe has seen 
it). This can easily be 
achieved witli Lightwave witti 
a minimum of effort. 

The idea is to have a 
large number of particles 
pass the camera at high 
speed and let t tie Particle 
Blur feature create the 
famous streaks. This can't be 
done with tlie normal 
starfield object (regardless of 
how fast you move), since all 
the polygons are located on 
the edges of a hollow sphere. 

You'll need to make a 
solid block of particles by 
using the Modeller's Point 
Distribution macro. Create a 
1,000-point block with a lot 
of extra length along the Z 
axis so you don't run out of 



stars as you travel down 
the centre. 

Load the starbiock into 
layout and surface it as you 
would a normal starfield (the 
fractal noise trick works just 
as well with a solid 
starbiock). Place the camera 
at the beginning of the block 
and render a frame. Wow! 
Look at all those stars' In 
fact, too many. Since the 
object is not hollow, you're 
seeing all the stars in this 
object simultaneously. This 
clearly goes into a previously 
mentioned category. 

To remedy this situation, 
you can add black fog to the 
scene or give the starbiock 
object a distance dissolve 
(both will work just as well - 
simply adjust the values until 
you see a star density that 
makes you happy. The stars 
that disappear as a result of 
this will reappear as the 



camera gets closer to 
them). Create a new 
keyframe for the camera at 
the far end of the starbiock 
(try at frame 90 or so). Turn 
on Particle Blur and render a 
frame. It should look just 
like hyperspace! Balandng 
the blur length and camera 
speed will help you adjust 
the effect exactly to your 
liking. Best of all, this typi 
of particle. only scene will 
render at just a few seconds 
a frame! 

For a more subtle effect, 
try loading several star 
blocks and move them past a 
stationary camera at different 
speeds. By slowing the pace 
and reducing the blur, you 
can copy the majestic, 
zooming starfields seen on 
Star Trek and in the first 
season titles of Babylon 5. 
Experiment and see what 
other effects you can invent! 
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against a black background results in a pretty 
awful photograph. 

Programs such as Star Trek ignore this 
dilemma by simply adding lots of fill light to their 
shots. Where is it coming from? Nowhere. It's 
fake and unrealistic. However, without it you 
would almost never see the Enterprise, 

Ron Thornton {Babylon 5's special effects 
designer) knew that this show had to look real, 
so magic lights and, therefore, fill lights, were 
out of the question. But how would we see the 
spaceships? Black ships against black 
backgrounds result in black TV screens I The 
answer? Change the black background! 

By simply adding a friendly blue nebula, the 
parts of ships that go dark in shadow are still 
seen in silhouette against the bright 
background. The surfaces themselves still 
don't receive any illumination, but since the 
outline of the shapes can always be seen, 
viewers are never at a loss to know what ship 
they are looking at - even if there is no light in 
a scene. This way of cheating with nebulas 
has allowed us to portray spaceships as darkly 
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[and as realistically) as we like, without worrying 
about visibility. 

How to make a nebula 

Although it is a simple scenario, many animators 
have been scratching their heads over our exact 
formula for nebula creation. Since I'm in a good 
mood (and Amiga Shopper is paying me so 
well), I believe it is time to divulge our secrets! 

The nebula itself is a black and blue 
colour map [1 ,500x400) and was created in 
Adobe Photoshop, primarily with airbrush 
and smudge tools. The extreme length of 
resolution is necessary so the camera can 
pan across a scene without losing the nebula. 
More importantly, however, is that the image 
was mapped cylindrically on to a curved 
polygon - not a long, flat rectangle as so many 
have assumed. 

If it were mapped on to a flat surface, 
camera pans would easily reveal the edge of the 
nebula. A curved, 1 80 degree polygon, however, 
will stay in view of the camera in even the most 
extreme circumstances. The polygon containing 
the nebula is also quite large, and rests outside 
the starfield; this allows stars and other objects 
to render over the nebula, negating the need for 
transparency (which takes a lot of render time). 

Colour coding 

Different coloured nebulas are created by 
changing the actual image map, not the object 
colour (in fact, some of the images appearing in 
B5's space scenes are actually retouched 
nebulas photographed from the Hubble Space 
Telescope - how's that for realism!). To get the 
most out of your image map, simply paint a 
black and white nebula and map it on to the 
polygon's luminosity channel, changing the 
object colour to your liking (although this limits 
the nebula to a single colour shade}. 

When we need to fill a particular section of 
space, we simply rotate or stretch the nebula 
into the desired position - the vagueness of the 
image generally prevents anyone from noticing 
the changes we constantly make in it from 
scene to scene. 

A simple nebula can be made by starting 
with a sphere sized slightly larger than 
Lightwave's starfield object. Surface it with 
Fractal Noise in the colour channel, with a 
texture size of approximately 1 00,000 on X, Y 
and Z, Make the object any colour you like and 
leave the noise black. Render away and you'll 
see a bit of background colour in your scenes - 
just like on B5! The sphere allows you to rotate 
the camera in any direction and still see the 
nebula and, as with the real B5 nebula, placing 
it outside the stars removes the need for 
rendering transparency. Beware, however, that 
the Fractal Noise pattern will take more time to 
render than an actual image map as we use on 
the show. Experiment with noise sizes and 
contrast to create unique variations. Be creative! 

That's it for this month! Get cracking and 
make sure you learn the ins and outs of 
everything talked about here - next month's 
lessons will help you complete your own, private 
universe, thus giving you an alternative if you're 
unhappy with the present one. ■ 
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^^ Future Publishing has ^ 
put Amiga Shopper on to the 
Internet. With FutureNet you I 

can talk directly to the editor, find 
out what's in next month's AS, read 
some of our features, reviews and 
Supertests, order back issues, buy mail order 
products and even subscribe! And now you can use 
our new ftp site to get the latest software that we 
review in the magazine. Check out our pages at: 
http://www.futurenet.co.uk/computing/amigashopper.html 
To connect to FutureNet you need an Internet 
account, such as Demon or Cityscape, or a direct 
college link. Then use your World Wide Web browser 
to connect. And it's FREE! Plus, you'll find 30 more 
great Future Publishing magazines on FutureNet, too. 

Point your World Wide Web browser at: 

iittEi://mf¥#Wnfutureiiet.s0=ttk 

To advertise on FutureNet, E-mail Simon RicKardson at srichardson@futurenet.co.uk or call 01 225 442244. 
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This month Darren Irvine 

takes a dose look at ways in 
which you can take E-mail 
beyond simple text messages. 

ven today when the World 
Wide Web seems to be the 
main focus of attention on 
the Internet, E-mail remains 
one of the most widely used 
applications. It's not hard to see why - it is 
an easy to use and inexpensive way of 
communicating with people worldwide. 

The primary use of E-mail is the exchange of 
text from person-to-person, similar to standard 
snail mail. But just as you might sometimes pop 
a photograph or maybe an audio cassette into 
an envelope with a letter, so E-mail can be 
extended to cope with forms of data more 
advanced than ASCII text. 

Encoding: why bother? 

If your first experience with Comms was using 
FidoNet, then you might wonder why you need 
a specialised system for the exchange of non- 
text files. With Fido, all you need to do is 
"Attach" the file you want to send to a mail 
message and forget about it. The difference 
is that in many ways Internet E-mail is much 
less sophisticated than Fido and some 
proprietary mail systems. This is because the 
E-mail system in place today is essentially the 
same one that was put in place when the 
Internet was in its i'nfancy. 

The biggest problem is that the whole 
E-mail exchange system was only ever designed 
to handle 7- bit data. Although this was perfectly 
adequate for ASCII text files, almost all other file 
formats {such as graphics, sound and 
executable programs) contain 8-bit data. So the 
first step in sending such a file is to "encode" 




Create a MIME message using /If efa Tool by 
simply dragging tlte files titat you want included 
in the message into t/ie Compose window. 
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the data in such a way that it can be entirely 
represented using 7-bit characters. 

Perhaps the simplest and most widely used 
system for doing this is a set of programs called 
UUENCODE and UUDECODE, versions of 
which are available for just about every current 
computer platform, and of course the Amiga is 
no exception. Most BBS systems will have a 
copy of both the encoding and decoding 
software, and perfomning an Archie search for 
"uuencode" on the Internet will return hundreds 
of hits. Try any of the Aminet mirrors first. 

UUENCODE/UUDECODE has its roots 
in the Unix Operating System, and the syntax 
used by most of the implementations reflects 
this. Suppose you have a graphics file that you 
want to UUENCODE called "picture.gif", then 
the general format of the command to encode 
this would be: 

UUENCODE > PICIURE.UUE 
PICTURE.GIF PICTURE.GIF 

TTie first part tells UUENCODE to direct its 
output to the file PICTURE . UIJE. This . UUE 
extension is only a pseudo-standard and you 




When you receive a message in MIME formal, 
MetaTool displays the various partiais, and 
allows you to view tiiem in any order you like. 
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: The information at the start of a 
mail message relating to the sender, 
recipient and subject matter - the "From:", 
'To:", and "Subject:" fields. Also the line of 
a MIME message describing the contents 
of a given part. 

Body: This is the part of a message after 
the header, in MIME, the body refers to 
the actual data In a given part, after its 
own header. 

Partial: A piece of a MIME message 
containing a particular data type. 
MUA: Mail User Agent. This is just a TLA to 
describe the actual mail program that you 
are running on your madiine. 



can ignore it if you want to. The parameter 
PICTURE.GIF is included twice - first to 
actually specify the name of the file to be 
encoded and secondly to specify what the file 
will be called once it is decoded again. You can 
specify a different une needed name if you want. 
To send this picture, simply include it in the 
body of an E-maii message. When it gets to its 
recipient (or if someone has sent you a 
UUENCODEd file), the format of the decode 
command would be: 

UUDECODE filename 

MIME the hard bits 

Although UUENCODE/UUDECODE is fairly 
easy to use, it does for the most part require 
command line operation, and never feels terribly 
user-friendly. A much more flexible system which 
is also more intuitive to use is called MIME 
(Multi-purpose Internet Mail Extensions). 

MIME is an open -systems standard for the 
exchange of text and non-text E-mail. A message 
that has been encoded using MIME consists of 
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a series of data objects known as "partials". 
Each of these partials contains a data header 
which identifies tlie type of data encoded. The 
actual data itself, known as the "body" of the 
partial can either be encoded directly after the 
header, or "attached" to the original message. In 
this case it is referred to as an "external part". 

On the Amiga, the only really useful 
implementation of MIME is the mail program 
MetaTool, reviewed last month. This program is 
an extension of a previous version of MetaTool 
which only handled the sending of MIME 
messages, and Metamail which only handled the 
display of incoming messages. If you are using a 
mailer such as Demon Internet's Mail or the 
latest version of Elm then you can add MIME 
functionality by using the older Metamail 
program to display incoming MIME messages. 

M,etaTool functions in a similar way to most 
implementations of MIME on other platforms. 
The crux of the way in which incoming MIME 
messages are handled is a file called Mail cap, 
which is basically a look-up table containing a 
list of all the possible MIME partial types that 
your system has been set up to handle. Against 
each partial type is the command needed to 
actually display or interpret the data. For 
instance, the line in Mailoap which handles GIF 
data would probably look like this: 

image/gif; Multiview Is ; 
label="A GIF Image" 

This line instructs MetaTool to invoke the 
standard display program Multiview when a GIF 
image is encountered. Although the standard 
types included cover the more usual data types, 
such as GIF and JPEG for images (and IFFs 
and SVXs for audio files), it is possible to define 
your own data types and have them invoke 
whatever programs you like. The file which 
handles the types of outgoing MIME partials 
that you can send is called "meta.types" and 
again is a look-up table. This time it works in 
reverse, and when you attempt to add a certain 
file to a message in MetaTool, this file is used to 
identify the type of data contained in the file. 
Thus the line: 



image/ j peg 
jpeg j 



jfif jpg 



tells MetaTool that files ending in any of the 
extensions "jfif", "jpg", "jpeg" or "j" are to be 

encoded as JPEG partials, Adding a new 
datatype is as simple as editing this file and 




Get incoming MIME support witli Demon's Mail 
program by turning on Metamail support You 
also need lo install the old version of Metamail. 
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IMAGE 


VIDEO 


unregistered MIME data 


Image/ jpeg 


video/mpeg 


types. The unregistered 


Image/gif 


video/quicktime 


ones usually begin with ar 
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"x" and ttielr meaning 


image/tiff 


Unregistered types 


often depends on a private MESSAGE 


AUDIO 


agreement between ttie 


message/external 


audio/k-8svx 


sender and the recipient 


message/ parti at 


audlo/x-alff 


of the mall message 


message/ rfcG22 


audio/x-wav 


containing ttiem. 


message/ news 
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TEXT 


IMAGE 


Registered types 


text/plain 


Image/x-pgm 


AUDIO 


text/richtext 


Image/x-plct 


audio/ basic 


tsxt/tab-sepa rated -values 


image/x-portable-bltmap 
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This is what a MIME encoded message actually 
looks lilfe as text - this is the form in which it is 
send across the Internet as E-mail. 



Amiga Elm 



le 



TMs MEME (murtltnedEa) message cant 
be handEed by EEm's (EiitamaJ) imager. 

CoriEent-Type: imaga^gir 
Comsnt-Trajisfer-Encotiing: Base 64 

Do ytju wart ttii* message displace! with *Metamal]' ? 



Elm prompts the user when encountering a 
MIME message, which can titen be displayed 
using the tools defined in your Mailcap file. 

adding a new line, and I have added MIME 
partial types for AmigaGuide, Final Writer and 
Music-X 2.0. Remember, however, that the 
person to whom you are sending the message 
must have equivalents of any new data types 
that you add in their "mailcap" file, or the MIME 
system at the other end will not know how to 
interpret the message. 

You can even define MIME types for things 
such as AmigaDOS scripts, but you should be 
aware that doing this can cause big security 
loopholes in your system. Say you've set up 
AmigaDOS as a MIME type, so that incoming 
mails containing scripts get automatically 
executed. How happy are you going to be the 
first lime someone sends you a Ml M Ed 
message containing a "FORMAT HDO:" script? 

Actually using MetaTool to send a MIME 
message couldn't be simpler, because it 
operates on a drag and drop principle. You still 
have to use the keyboard to enter such 
mundane data as to whom you are actually 
sending the message, but after that the rest of 
the partials are added by simply dragging them 
on to the MetaTool window. The meta.types file 
is used to identify the types of data being 
added, but you can override the automatically 



January 1996 



I Cffiea fnfeawel B5 Cgij't e us?- iioi C^a Sfct 



EtiEf •.tia/fmiWVmtt.m 



UI 



Eld* 1 



bi4in M4 »BEt.Ehj 

K( [ ! llf ?tH3 'KP :»l«lUKTr'; !'Eiri>ltt=)lMSI[lll" J ,'!«[) ! E 7 'Ei 

»mt»\iLi: 3ai,»Mi4> is*F»i) wmw! , ?ifm»*>'ii>:\WLPni> j 

»'lK;5!-(iillSBi«ktF 1 H )N' »)=»SItil; jr-LJUM/l W,#IYC)JI' 

m-Tjaitm L<r[ <\i j, . , i>J]>,)»ipiip: laniHz ^nt^viid ' •;, ' 
irttsi!r!F!7. :it3t(( ( ! Jammi:i>mi mwKmmMit 

RL' ''<krj(I'{iy!fJ.>"iN«' >*itt! <f ESIHt<l»>tEISL'lll.;i,ll[DII 
kSr;', lMi"(?-BpM!iy-il!;-i :l'!L< J-'SriLf/;llE-l()Ti»'i 
nr^»1_<MMIIItilEWfr\C>ZiE.< E'ttI'li«EJWII>4lli>-Jt(?I-|(IIL 



ii'?si(\rEf (7-)iK/ir!«E(*c*i«,iiis«KinH ;i 









And this is the raw form of an UUENCODBd 
message. Superficially it looks quite similar to 
the more versatile MIME encoded message. 

identified data type if you want to (useful if 
you're in the perverse habit of ending your 8SVX 
sound files with a ".TXT" extension). 



The future of E-mail 

There are many new features and specifications 
currently in development for MIME, One of 
these is an alternative to using the slightly ' 
dubious PGP, called Privacy Enhanced Mail 
(PEM). This is to be eventually integrated with 
the present MIME standands, and, unlike PGP, 
will hopefully be completely free of any US 
export restrictions. Next month we'll take a 
closer look at defining your own MIME types, 
and also cover how you can set your Amiga up 
as a mail server - automatically supplying 
documents and other files from a special area 
on your hard drive. 

As usual if you want to contact rrES about 
MIME or any other aspect of Amiga Comms, I 
can be reached on both FidoNet and the 
Internet at the following addresses: 

E-mail: darren@plasma.thegap.com 

fido 2:443/13.18 ■ 
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The Unix port Elm also has support for the old 
Metamail system. 



65 



SCANNER 




NEW!!! 
Artec Colour 
" Scanner 
£399.00 

COMPLETE WTTN CARD 
CABLE AND SOFTWARE 
TO ENABLE YOU TO 
ALSO CONNECT TO A 
PC OR MACINTOSH 
COMPUTER 

FOR AMIGA 1500 TO 4000 

COMPUTERS WITH SCSI CONTROLLER 

(A1200 USER PLEASE PHONE} 

OKTAGON 4008 SCSI CARD 

True SCSI II controller for your Amiga 
1500 to 4000, upgradeable to 8MB using 
Zip Ram allows you to connect H Disk, 
Syquest CD Roms etc. pQQ QA 

MULTIFACE lit 
ADDS 2 SERIAL & 1 PARALLEL 
PORT TO ANY AMIGA 1500 TO 
4000 £7900 



THE FASTEST AKD MOST VERSATILE DOUBLE 
SPEED CD ROM PLAYER FOR AMIGA 



CAN ALSO BE USED AS A 
PORTABLE AUDIO CD PLAYER 



FonturoiJt.'' 

• 9CS1 2 DOUBLE SPEED, IKMS PORTABLE CD ROM. 

• COMRATIBl^ V/mt PC AND APPLE MAONTOSH 

• INCLUDES STEREO HEADPHONES, CARRY CASE, AC ADAPTOR 
•KODAK PHOTO CD READY f>-inO IM\ 
•WCUgESMnWRETORMACOBP^^^^JUyjUU 



EXTERNAL FLOPPY £39.95 

ANTI-CLICK *ANTI-VIRUS* THRU PORT FOR ALL AMIGAS 

MONITORS 

Microvitek 1438 £259.00 
Microvitek 1440 £399.00 

£319.00 

£599.00 

£POA 



Samsung 15" 
Sannsung 17" 
Samsung 20" 

ACCELERATORS 

Viper 68030/28M Hz OMB £119.00 

£189.00 
£199.00 



AMIGA 
A4000T 040 

£2150 

AMIGA 
A4000T 060 

£2450 



Viper 68030/40MHZ OMB 
Viper 68030/50MHZ OMB 



.,_,„,„ APOLLO 68020/28MH2 OMB £99.00 
NEWni APOLLO 68030/50MHZ OMB 

WITH FREE FPU £199.00 

AMIGA A600 ACCELERATOR 

68020 28MHz UPGRADEABLE TO 

8MB RAM ONLY E209.00 IN STOCK 



HARD DRIVES & RAM FOR AMIGA 
Nobody Undersells US!!!!! 



AMIGA A600AA500/A500+ 

RAM CARDS 
A600 1MBRam £20.00 

A600 1 MB Ram & Clock £33.00 
A500+1MBRam £20.00 

A500 1/2MB Ram £15.00 

A1200 RAM CARDS 

PCMCIA compatible 
(With Clock & FPU soctet) 

OMB £49.00 

2MB £109.00 

4MB £159.00 

eUB £259.00 

ZIP RAMS 2MB £99.00 

MEMORY 

30 64 72 

Pin Pin Pin 



EXTERNAL 

SCSI H DISK with 

45W PSU 

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 



340MB 


£199.00 


540MB 


£229.00 


850 MB 


£269.00 


1GIG 


£299.00 


2/4/9GIG 


£POA 


SQUIRREL 


£54.00 



1MB 

2MB 

4MB 

8MB 

16MB 

32MB 



£25 

£89 

£109 

£239 

£389 

£N/A 



£N/A 
£N/A 
£199 
£N/A 
£N/A 
£N/A 



£35 

£69 

£109 

£239 

£389 

£699 



FOR ANY AMIGA OR ACCELERATOR CARD 

EXTERNAL CD ROM (SCSI) 

FOR AMIGA AGOO & At 200 

WITH FREE!!! SQUIRREL INTERFACE 



SPECIAL OFFER 
2.5' DRIVES 
FOR AMIGA A60a^2D0 COMPLETE WITH 
SOFTWARE, CABLES & INSTRUCTIONS 

40MB £40.00 

120MB £79.00 

340MB £165.00 

510MB £229.00 

850MB £399.00 

3.5" HARD DRIVES 

IDE SCSI 

270MB - £99 

340MB £119 £119 

420MB £105 £129 

540MB £139 £169 

810MB £189 £229 

1GIG £249 £249 



DOUBLE SPEED £159.00 

QUAD SPEED £239.00 

SIX SPEED £POA 

PORTABLE CD £POA 

FPU 

Increases the performance of your machine when 
adding these FPU's. Suitable for all Accelerator & 
Ram cards for A1200 and Amiga 4000 computers 

28MHz (PLCC) £24.00 
33MHz (PLCC) £39.00 
40MH2 (PLCC) £79.00 
50MHz (PGA) £89.00 



WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS!!! 

WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 

GENUINE QUOTED PRICE 



100MB ZIP DRIVE £199.00 

ALFA-POWER 

HARD DISK 



FOR AMIGA A500/50&f 

120MB £179.00 

420MB £199.00 

810MB £269.00 

1GIG £339.00 

SYQUEST DRIVES 

Int. Ext. 

88M6 £219 £269 

105MB £229 £279 

200MB £339 £389 

270MB £349 £399 

BOTH THE ZIP & SYQUEST 

DRIVES NEED SCSI 

CONTROLLER ON ALL 

AMIGA COMPUTERS 





Gasteiner 



AMIGA A1200 (BASIC UNIT) £359.00 

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 170MB HARD DISK) £469.00 

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 260MB HARD DISK) £489.00 

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 340MB HARD DISK) £539.00 

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 540MB HARD DISK) £559.00 

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 85DMB HARD DISK) £699.00 

ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS 
REFURBISHED AMIGA A4000 030/040 IN STOCK £POA 

ACCESSORIES 

AMIGA A500/600/1 200 PSU £34,95 

A500 INT. FLOPPY DRIVE E30.9S 

A600/1200 INT. FLOPPY DRIVE £45.00 

2.5" H DISK CABLE £10.00 

2.5" TO 3,5 " H DISK CABLE KIT £15.00 

PARALLEL PRINTER CABLE £6.00 

AMiGA VGA ADAPTOR £15.00 

AMIGA TRACKBALL E35.00 

AUTO JOYSTICK SWITCH £15.00 

MOUSE MATS £2.00 



DELIVERY CtlAnQES 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT, SMALL CONSUMABLES AND 
SOFTWARE ITEMS UNDER THE VALUE OF E59 PLEASE ADD 
£3.50 P&R OTHER ITEMS EXCEPT LASERS, NEXT DAY 
COURIER SERVICE £10 PER BOX. OFFSHORE AND 
HIGHLANDS, PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION. IN ADDITION 
WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING EXPRESS SERVICES; 
SATURDAY DELIVERY NORMAL RATE PLUS £15 PER BOX, 
MORNING, NEXT DAY NORMAL RATE PLUS E10 PER BOX, 
E&OE PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR 
NOTICE. AU. TRADEMARKS ACKNOWLEDGED, 



126 Fore Street, Upper Edmonton, 
Tel; 181-345-6000 Fax: 0181-345-6868 E-M 



London N18 
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(erTutorial 



Bringing 



elements 



your 



togetiier 



If you've been following our DTP tutorial you will know which software to use and you'll have prepared 
all your elements. Now, glue pot at the ready Larry Hickmott helps you paste up your pages. 



Planning a document is one 
thing, getting it togettier is 
quite anotlier and how 
successful you are generally 
depends on how flexible your 
software is in handling the tasks you throw 
at it. There are two main elements to be 
placed on your page: text and graphics. 
The tools required for each element are 
very different and it's important to know 
what you've got in your toolbox before you 
start to paste up your pages. 

The written word 

Before even a word is p[aced on a page, you 
need to create some tags. Tags are often also 

called a number of things, like styles and style 
sheets. Whatever the name, tags are very much 
underused by the average desktop publisher. 

Yet tags are an integral part of any 
publishing program and all major pieces of 
publishing software on the Amiga now embrace 
them in one way or another. Tags are required to 
achieve a consistent style for different pieces of 
text throughout a document. How many tags 
you require varies. In the magazine I publish 
called Em, I use nearly 20 tags. Whereas I only 
use five for my letters. 

The number of tags you use for your 
document depends on the different types of text 
you have in it. In a letter, some typical tags 
would be one called Normal for the main text of 
She letter, another for your address, another for 
the address of the recipient and so on. This list 
would also include tags for any headings you 
may use within the main body of text. 
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Here Is one use for text 
runaround that should be 
avoided. Too many users 
create pages where text 
columns are reduced in width 
by pictures. This shows a lack 
of thought in the type of grid 
used and recklessness in the 
mixing of text and pictures. 
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wliere pilot Howard 

joined me for tlie 

up-river sail,. 

I took a ^ 

departure, 

shaping my 

course to b, 

clear Point 

Indio on the one hand, 

and the Bigli^ Bank on 

the other. 

I had not for many years about fifly miles, for 

been scfuth of these these dangers extend 

legions. I will not say many miles fiom the 

that I expected all fme land. But where the sloop 




Gulf of St. Matias and 
the mighty Gulf of St. 
George. 
Hoping that 
she might g,o 
clear of the 
destructive 
tide races, the 
dread of big craft or little 
along this coast, I gave 
all the capes a berth of 
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Jargon busting 



Cropping: Selectively choosing to ^ow 
only part of an image instead of all of it. 
Text rtinaround: Tliere will be times when 
you want text to flow around a picture 
instead of over it. To do ttiat, you need to 
use a feature called "text runaround" which 
can be found in most programs. 



In a two-page formal letter, you may need as 
many as 20 headings, divided into two types. 
One may be 1 2pt Futura Light, while another 
may be 1 6pt Futura Extra Bold. Remembering 
what attributes each style of heading has can be 
difficult, especially when you have other things 
to think of like the contents of the letter. 

A typical tag will not only set the font you 
want to use and its size, but other attributes like 
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Left: l\tost publishing 
programs on the Amiga lei 
you create style tags. This is 
the panel for styles in Final 
Writer 4 which gives you a 
lot of control over the 
attributes you set lor 
different pieces of text. 

Right: T7ifs a use for text 

runaround that few people 
think of. It shows that this 
function can be made to 
work for you in lots of 
different ways. 



kerning, leading, paragraph indents, 
justification, text colour, text style and much 
more. A tot for you to remember, I'm sure you 
will agree. To help you out, programs like 
Professional Page, Final Writer, PageStream 
and now Wordworth 5, all have style tags. 

With these tags at your disposal, all you 
need to remember is where you want what type 
of heading and the tag takes care of the 
attributes for it. With all this mind, when you next 
come to format your text, try using the style tags 
your program provides for you. You will come to 
like them, I promise. 

As well as tags, there are a number of 
other features that publishing programs provide 
to help you make your text stand out from the 
rest. When choosing the fonts, take a little time 
to think about whether the ones you have 
chosen will print on the output device you will 
be using. Let me explain. 
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Take ProPage for example. It has to use 

CompuGraphio fonts on-screen and so when I 
create these fonts using a program thatcomes 
with ProPage called Font Manager, 1 have to 
make sure that a downloadable PostScript font 
is also created because all my printers are 
PostScript devices. Yet, people with Final Writer 
don't have such worries because its fonts are 
compatible with all output devices, both 
PostScript and non-PostScnpt, Depending on 
which program you use, the type of problem 
solving you come across in completing a 
document will vary. 

For example. Those of you with non- 
PostScript devices have to also be careful in 
choosing the right font. Many programs allow 
you to use bitmaps but these should be avoided 
because you can't get decent printed quality 
from them. Then there are your printer's internal 
fonts like those supported by Wordworth and 
Protext. These are fine but you will normally find 
certain restrictions in using them, like having a 
screen representation. 

It is evident from this that fonts in DTP can 
provide many headaches, so think carefully 
about the format you choose as well as the 
style of font. I get so many letters where, for 
example, the postcode is impossible to read. By 
all means use fancy fonts where the text allows 
but watch out for pitfalls. Read your document 
through and be aware ot text that may provide 
problems to the reader. 

Adding pictures 

A page full of text is a very intimidating prospect 
for a reader, ao it's becoming more and more 
natural for us to add pictures to our pages. But 
this too requires thought. A good example of 
where people can go wrong arose the other 
day. A number of users contacted me after 
buying some clipart for their chosen program. 
Apparently, when they tried to implement some 
really neat ideas, they found their software 
couldn't handle the task in question, which in 
this case was rotating bitmaps. 

This is quite a common occurrence because 
we get quite used to doing things the traditional 
way, where if you want to rotate a picture, you 
can. Doing similar tasks in software however 
isn't always as easy as it should be. Different 
programs throw up different problems. Here are 
two examples. 



WIN! The pub ishing program of your cnoice 



This month, Amiga Shopper gives you tiie 
chance to win the Amiga publishing program 
of your choice. All you have to do is to design 
a front cover worthy of being published on 
your Amiga. Please include a description of 
how you created your cover - which Amiga you 
have and the software you used, etc- 

If your cover is judged the best, ws will 
print your work within the hallowed pages of 
Amiga Shopper, plus, you can pick from one of 
the following publishing programs as your 
prize. There will atso be 25 runner-up prizes of 
a three-month subscription to Em, the only 
truly independent Amiga DTP magazine - 
published by Larry Hickmott! 

Final Writer 4: Now one of the most popular 
packages on the Amiga, Softwood's Final 
Writer 4 contains loads of powerful tools 
including Styles and the ability to have 
chapters within one document. It also sports a 
grammar checker, has EPS support and ARexx. 
CallSoftwood on tt 01773 521606, 
Page Stream 2i Hot off the presses at 
Soft-Logik (^ 001 314 256 9595) is a re-retease 
of one of the Amiga's most popular DTP 
packages ever. If you have only ever used a 



word processor, then you'll be able to marvel 
at some of the tools a DTP package gives you 
with this fine program. 
Professional Page 4,1 : Another re- re I ease, 
this is the program used by Larry Hickmott for 
Em magazine. ProPage has many outstanding 
features like user-friendly ARexx support, 
colour images on-screen, style and paragraph 
tags and much more of course, (Lfi Publishing 
IT 01903 370230,) 

Wordworth 5: The new kid on the block, 
Digita's Wordworth 5 is set to take the 
Amiga by storm with a load of new features 
including style tags and ARexx adding to 
its already impressive array of tools. (Digita 
= 01395 270273.) 

To get your hands on one of these 
excellent programs send your cover entry (on a 
disk please), mentioning which program you 
would like to win to: 

Amiga Shopper DTP Competition, 

Future Publishing Limited, 

30 Irionmouth St, Bath BA1 2BW, 

The closing date for this competition Is 
Wednesday, 31 st January 1996, 




Kerning is witere you can selectively set the 
amount of white space between characters in a 
font from within a DTP program. This is the 
feature at work in ProPage, 

In ProPage, bitmap images can't have a 
background colour transparent while 
PageStream 2 can. So, PageStream 2 is more 
flexible when you want to layer bitmap images. 
But, pictures are displayed only in black and 
white in PageStream 2, while in ProPage they 
can be displayed in colour. There will be times 
when you require one function and another time 
when the other is more important. This is why 
many designers have more than one program so 
they can choose the right one for a job. 

One function you should look out for is what 
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No other program on 
the Amiga gives you the 
high end features for 
the printing of bitmap 
images that you get 
with PageStream 3. 
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type of structured graphic import support a 
program has. There are a number of good image 
processors like ImageStudio that enable you to 
convert bitmap images from one format to 
another, but programs to convert between 
structured formats are virtually non-existent. 

This is an area where Amiga programs 
could learn a lot from the PC, When I need to 
convert a CGW to a bitmap or an EPS, I have to 
use a PC program because there isn't one for 
the Amiga. Not many of you will have the luxury 
of having a PC too, so the formats your program 
supports will need to fit in with the type of 
pictures you use. 

This is why DTP programs like PageStream 
and ProPage are so strong because they 
support a number of structured formats although 
popular ones from the PC like CGM are still 
only supported by Wordworth. 

Mixing the elements 

This is where the going gets tough. It's one 
thing for a program to let you have a picture on 
the page, it's quite another for it to let you 
combine that picture with text. An example of 
this would be to place text over the top of the 
graphics. Another would be to run text around 
images, a feature most programs have but many 
implement differently. 

Use this with care because too many 
publishers dive in and overuse it. With careful 
indulgence, pages can be made to really look 
special, but with careless abandon, pages end 
up looking amateurish. 

One thing is for sure. The tools at your 
disposal nowadays far exceed those we had 1 2 
years ago when I started out in newspapers. 
Some of those in programs like PageStream will 
make your head swim because they are so 
powerful. Your job is to harness all the tools so 
they work for you and not against. 

In the final instalment of this series next 
month, we will be considering the pros and cons 
of the different printing methods and functions 
found in publishing software. ■ 
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}/ERy LATEST & BEST PD ONLY SOP PER DISK FOR 10+ DISKS 



OetaMEQ V6 
IS5.00 

95% - Amiga Shopper 

94% - CU Amiga 

91% -Amiga User 

9/1 - Amiga CompLiting 

New fant-sensilive GUI layout 

Loads/saves Std MIDI tilles 

Supports RAW, IFF, AIFR WAVE. 

MAUD samples [mono 8 stereo) 

Save mods as execulable files 

Supports Aura sampler and 

Tt>ccaia sound board. 

(Requires Kickstart 2 or grealer 

and LSMea ram) 



T.I. B - £2.50 

Laiest i^u& of the MED Users 

Group Disk mag. Essential 
reading for aJI OctaMED users 

{Issues & to 12 also available) 



LOOM - £10.00 

LOOM Is an exciting deparlure 
from the normal methods of 

Amiga music production. It is a 
hybrid between a simple, yel 



guage and a composilion system. 

Simple music OBJECTS (notes, 

chorils, phrases or songs) are 

assemblsd together and modified 

with MariouB tools a mathemalical 

functions Including data from 

Chaos TfieoiY. Fractals, 

Non Linear Systems sic. 

(Needs 4Meg of RAM) 



Km OHLY - £t0.00 

Originally due for commercial 

release this briiiianl coll&clion of 

educaHonal activities is now only 

available from S^asoft, 

COLOURING PAD, l-SPY, DOT 2 

DOT, PICTURE SLIDE, MUSIC 

r^AKER, WORD SEARCH, PAIRS 

Each colourful activity has various 

skill levels, making this title ideal 

for kids of all ages 

(demo version PD disk 22S2J 



TBGHHOSOUHD 
TURBO 2 - Pro 

Latest version of this popular 
e-bit sampler 

£29.99 



Pack 2 (a & b) 
IVIAGIC WB EXTRAS 
Packed full of back- 
grounds, Icotis etc. 

for Magic WB 

2 packs availabl- 
(2a & 2b) 



1200KICKV1.3#{1) 
Get tho&B old A500 progs ^vorkingl 
1344 I^AQIC WORKBENCH «« (1) 
1318 PHiNTER DRlVEflS (1) 
Canon BJ; HP Deskjel; Ricofi elc. 
1462 r^lDI TUTORIAL »(1) 
1526 WORD FACTORY (1) 
Quality spelling prog for young kids 

1989 (DliOl UTILS* (1) 

1990 MIDI UTILS2* (1) 
19«1 liflUSlC X UTILS 1 #(2) 
1993UUSI0XUTILS2#(3) 
2009 HARD DRIVE UTILS # (£) 
Aback Up; Fix Disk: VC; Click Dos 2; 
ReOrg; Toots Daemon; Mr Sack up etc 
8121 A-Z PAINT FAD (1) 
EKcellent paint package for kids 
2£09PERSONALANALYSER#(1) 
Do you know yourself? 

226* BIS GIRLS 2 «« (X) (3) 
Well prasanted 20 "page 3" pics 

2335 EK(;ELl.EMr CABO GAMES III »'■ (1) 
Pcfcer, Czgnna, Colouas. ScoHlsh & Mapolean 

2336 COAflSE ANGLER #(2) 
Excsliant coarse lisNng gam&'sirTiLlaior 
S340 DOPUS UTILS VOL 2 (2) 
Various utilities (or use ^vilh D'Opus 
2341 CHANEOUES # (2) 
Excellent game - watch out lemmings! 
2344 . PAGESTREAIi^ 3H UPDATE (2) 
2374 - MAGIC W8 EXTRAS 1 1 #" (2) 
2376 ■ I^AGIO we EXTRAS 12 #* (21 
23aO-DaWNLOAOER(1) 

26 new (onts for use with 24 pin dot 

matrix printers or compatible printers. 

23S1 - BALLS (1) 

Well prasented shareware lottery 

2334 - AMIGA DOS GUIDE # [1 ) 

23Se-f(IR GREEDY (1) 

Excellent Story book for young kids 

2390 - ALIENS CONFIDENTIAL 

MULTIMEDIA «" (9) 

Packed with Iriteresling facts & pics 

2403 - WAC AMOS SPECIAL #^ (1 ) 

Ames dEk rnag - a must for amos users 

2405 - EMOTIONAL CONFLICT »-^(t) 
Irriptessive Grajithic Adventure garne 

2406 - HP LASER J£T 4 DRIVERS (1) 
LJ4 Boost, MiniprinI, HP4L Control 
24D7-CMISTRAX7»(1) 

5 Excellent OctaMED Modules 

240a,MULTIVISIONgtt(1) 
MULTIVISiON 10* (1) 
MULTIPRINT5»(11 
DISK HELPER 9 « (1) 
DISK HELPER 10 # (1) 
AUDIO MAGIC 14 » (1) 

2414 -AUDIO MAGIC 15 #(1) 

2415 - OFFICE HELPER 4 « (1) 

2416 - PAMELA Af^DERSON (X) «* (2) 
CLAUDIA SCHIFFER (X) #« (3) 
HD GAMES INSTALLER 4 (11 
ABYSS DRUGSTORE »'- (2) 
FREEZER LECH t" (1) 

TTiree of the very tatesl AGA Demos 

2433 -KIDS 7 « (1) 

Excellent programs for young kids 
2437 - INTERNET UTILS 2 # (1) 
AmiTalk: AmlTCPHelper; AmiWalch; 
Control Panel; GUIF; Online O Meter. 
243a - ESSENTIAL AMINET 7 « (1 j 
ImageFX imageStudio data/patchas; 
LHAControl, L4Boosl; MasteriSO; 
Photogenlces elc 

2439 -FRODOVIS * (1) 
Commodore 54 emulator 



This is only a vei) small selection of tlie PD titles In our collGGtlon. 
II you can not see iMhat you are logkiM for tlion PLEASE ASK. 

2440 - ROM 4 DISK MAG » (2) 24S2 SOtJ ft" (2) 

m you need In know about ttie Oerno scene Excellent Fantasy Demo 

2484 MASTER BLASTER » (1) 
Exceilant Dynat?laster ctone 
2435 SKIDMARKS 2 CARS (2) 
Morg cars for Skidmarks 2 game 

2467 DELUXE PACMAN VI .6 »" (1) 

Super Pacman game 

2490 CMS TRAXB#(1) 
More exoelienl OctaMED 6 mods 

2491 MESSYSID3(1) 
Don't have CrossDcsl then get this 

2492 DUCK DODGERS (1(1) 
Addk^tive platform game 



2452 - STAR TREK GUIDE # (6) 
All you wanted to know about Star Trek 
2458 - OR WHO ANNIVERSARY # (5) 
Do you know who Ihe Daleks were? 
2466 - FINDING THE TRUTH 2 « (2) 
2466- FINDING THE TRUTH 3 If (1} 
All Ihe latest on UFO findings 
2463 - DOS MAN (1 ) 
Ref book for beginners and a>?3art5 
2470 - IMAGE STUDIO 2.1 (2) 
Latest version of this exeeifent program 



Plf/SHAREWARE PRICES 

1 disk - El .50, 2 to 4 disks - £1 .25, 5 to 9 disks - £1 .00, 

10-19 disks - 80p, 20-F disks - 75p. 

Prices per disk - Numtier of disks shov^^n in brackets 

Titles tnarked # will not work on A500 (V1.avi.3); 

f' will rot work or AS0O+/Ae00; (X) are suitable for over 16's only 



2472 - THE WORD 6 «* (1) 
NFA Disk 'Scene' magarine 

2473 - AMIGA E V3.1A # (2) 
Latest E Compiler (itia format) 
2475 ■ PICTURE BOOK #" (4) 
Stunning AGA [^mo - worth a look 
2480- SCOUT #(1) 
ComprehansivB System Monitor 
2481 -TRANStTI0N#(1) 

image conversion package 



2493 SHAPESHIFTER V3.1 # (1) 
Apple Mac emulator 

2434 CHEATS V2.1 (2) 

Loads and k3ads of game cheats 
2496 THIRD DIMENSIONS 17 (1) 
A must for 3D Con Kit users 
24S7 ALTERNATIVELY UUSICKED * (1) 
Out of this world • OctaMED Mods 
2498 MUSIC FIRST»(1) 
OctaMED mods of Eric Clapton 



2409- 
2110- 
2411- 
2412- 
2413- 



2418 
2428 

2429 
2431 



LATEST CP-ROM's 




free postage & paeking (UK 
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17-BIT FIFTH DIMENSION 


£17.50 


A DROP IN THE OCEAN (Audio CD) 


£9.00 


AGA EXPERIENCE 


El 7.50 


AfvlllslETS 


£13.50 


AMItMET SET 1 [Quad 


£22.50 


AMIMETSET2(Qijad 


E22.50 


AIJIOS PD Version 2 


£17.50 


ARCADE CLASSICS 


£13.50 


ASSASSINS COLLECTION 1 


£9,00 


ASSASSINS COLLECTION 2 


£17.50 


C64 SENSATIONS 


£17.50 


COLOUR LIBRARY 


£9,00 


GRAPHICS SEI^SATIONS 


£17.50 


GROLIERS 2 ENCYCLOPEDIA 


£25,00 


HOTTEST 6 


£17,50 


LSD 3 


£17.50 


MULTIMEDIA TOOLKIT 2 


£22.50 


NETWORK Volume 2 


£13.50 


PROFESSIONAL IFF/PCX CLIPART 2 


£17.50 


SCI-FI SENSATIONS 


El 7.50 


SOUND & GFX W.SHOP (double) 


£17,50 


SPECTRUM SENSATIONS 2 


£17.50 


LIPD GOLD (Quad) 


£25.00 


ZOOM 


£17.50 


400dpi Mega Mouse - £t2.9S\ 



SPECIAL \^ALUE PO PACKS 
^LV £7. SO PER lO a/SK PACK 



2499 TEXT ENGINE 5 # (1) 

The very lalesl anri bast iJw '/ioni PrQce.^sar 

2500 AEVOLUTiON « (3) 
Qualily OelaMED Mods 

2503 TARGET #(1) 

Great game - shoot Ihe targetsi 

2504 UFO ANIM «" (1) 

2505 THE WORD 7 (2) 

NFA disk mag of Ihe Demo scene 
2607 SURFING THE JAZZ WAVES « (1) 
Excellent Jazz Music Demo 
2508 VIRUS CHECkER 7.17 # (I) 
Latest and Ijest virus checker around 
2609 C54 EMULATOR V3 (3) 
Latest emulator and games 
2512 FRUIT KITCHEN - SI LENTS r (2) 
2S14 HATE 2 -FRANTIC #'1(2) . 
2516 THRILLED . EMBASSY #^ (2) 
2618ZtF#"(2) 
The latest AGA demos, all rwt HD 

2520 SHEPHERD »(1) 

Populoua/Gods style game 

2521 SCIONV3.13*(1) 
2622 GEN TReE»(1) 

2 cornprehensive genealogist programs 
2S23 YOUR FIRST PONY (2) 
Learn all about caring tor your pony 
2525AIRSHOW#(1) 
Pictures from recent airshows 
2526 MESSERSCHMITT BFIOS (2) 
Text book and pios atiout this fighter 
2528 ULTIMATE DMC DEMO «(1) 
Demc of the F1 Disk magazira creator 
2620 ULTRA ACCOUNTS V2 » (1) 
Comprehensive banking package 

2530 TURBO CAT PRO VI. 2 * (1) 

Disk Cataloguer 

2531 TRAPEMGAME*(1) 
2632 AMOS EXTENSIONS (1) 

2535 FRANTIC t((1) 

SS34 AIWANCED AMIGA ANALYSER (1) 

2536 SHARD WB3 LIBS S DATATYPES (1) 
2537PDPAK6#(1) 

2536 WB3 UTILITIES (f- (1) 

2639 THE BEST OF THE REST # (1 ) 

2540 SAMPLES (3) 

2543 ULTIMATE MUSiC JAM (1) 

2544 THIRD DIMENSION 18(1) 
2546 CD ROMS INFO (1) 
2546 SPECTRUM GAMES (4) 
For use with Speccy emulator 

2560 VARIOUS PRltTTER DRIVERS (1) 
2651 SPITFIRE V4 (2) 

Text hook and pics ahout the Spitfire 

2553 VARKS CLl UTILS 7 » (1) 

2554 DOGS COGS DEMO #" (3) 
Exr:eilent music dame 1^ Nerve Axis 
2557 LOBE DEMO «" (1) 

2553 GAP DEMO #"(1) 
New AGA demos from the Remecly Party 
2559 GRAPHIC WORKBENCH »'' (2) 
HD utility to create backdrops includ- 
ing fo backdrops and icon sets 

2561 GRAPHIC WB EXTRAS r- (2) 
More backdrops from Rekc card sets 
2663 HEAD & SHOULDERS «" (1) 
Effect brings you various chip mcduies 
2564 DALA HORSE DEMO it^ (4) 
Powerful HD Demo by Razor 

2566 OLOOM GAME DEMO r' (1) 
HD Doom style Playable demo 
25e7 ABSOLUTE BEGIN NEHS 
GUIDE TO WOBKBENCH V3 VOL 1 *' (1) 

2568 F1 PUNTER UPGRADE (1) 
Upgrado to Fia7 Punter V3 to V3.1 

2569 OXYGENE 'CONTROL' *'■ (2) 
HD Demo winner Irom GASP S6 parly 



-N£l/\f- 

AURAL SYNTH ETICA 

£^0.00 

DIGITAL MODULAR 
SAIvlPLE SYNTHESISER 

From the author of Aural IBusion 

Modular synthesiser design 
provides the most versatile sound 

generation program on any plat- 
form. Samples saved as IFF, 
AlFF.WAVorSAFFfornnats. 

(needs Kickstart 2 or greater & 
aweg of ^m 

CALL FOR FULL DETAILS 



MtOICRAFT MAGAZINE 

FolloVbTing on from where the high- 
ly successful AM/FM left off, this 
new disk based mag from Ihe 
Graff broth&rs is a must for all 
Amiga musicians. 
£2,50 per issue 
(Issue 8 now avaiiabfe) 



AURAL ILLUSION 2 
£20.00 

8/16 BIT SAMPLE 
PROCESSOR 

32 bit processing 

55 Manipulations 

30 Effects including Time Stretch, 

Graphic Eq. Mixer & Resonant 
Filter Compatible with most popu- 
lar e/18 bit file formals including 

IFRAIFFWAVVOCetc- 
Improyed Syrttiesised Sound Editor 

(needs Kickstart 2 or greater a 

2Meg of RAM) 



MIPI MODULES 

High quality Musio-X and 
Amiga/PC MIDI tiles (state format 
required) produced and arranged 

by Kevan & Gareth (iraft 

Volume 1 - EiS.OO 
Volumes for Keys - El 0.00 

Volume 3- £20. 00 

Dynamite Drums 1 -£10,00 

Dynamite Drums 2 - £15,00 

Call for further details 



MIDI INTERFACE 

1 IN, 1 THRU & 3 OUT 
witfi pair of leads 

£22.50 



Pack 4 
EDUCATION 

The best Public 
Domain Educational 
programs around for 

young children, 
ages 4-11 



HORIZON 

A NEW NAME IN LICENCE- 
WARE DISTRIBUTION 

Tine following titles are only £3.50 each 
Call for complete listing 

TOUCH TYPING TUTOR 2 ■ exceiieril tutor 
PAINT, PASTE & DRAW - paint pacl<age 

FAST FRET . teach scales on the guitar 
A-CHORD ■ teach chords on the guitar 
DRAW SELECTOR - database for the pools 
LOCKOUT PRO ■ a must for HD owners 
POWER ACCOUNT - home finahi:e package 
LOTTERY FORECAST random etc 
LOTTERY LEAGUE - lottery database 
POWER TEXT - text editor i viiortf processor 
ASTRONUTTY - puzzle arcade platform game 
BUGGLES ■ quality platform game 
CRYSTAL SKULL - graphic strategy game 
DRAGON TILES 2 - mahjohci puzzle game 
HARRY - arcade game - help the painter! 
LASERS ■ puzzle solving arcade game 
SENT IN AL ■ excellent puzzle game 
FRONTIER DEFENDER . space combat game 
WINNING POST ■ horse racing simulator 



Packs 
SAIVIPLES 

Pacl^ed with a wide 
range of qualify sam- 
ples for your 
favourite music pack- 
age (Please state 
RAW or IFF) 



LITTLE GEM 

Mixer & E.Q, unit 

The ideal accessory for 
OctaMED etc 

9/10- Amiga Computing 

a3% - CU Amiga 

83% - Amiga User 

80% - Amiga Shopper 

£69.99 



Pack 6 
KLONDIKE, BLACK- 
JACK & VIDEO POKER 

Excellent AGA card 

games & extra card 

sets for your At 200 HD 



Pack 8 (a to i) 
OctalUED Modules 

Hundreds of mods from 

the Med Users Group 

cottection. 10 packs 

available {8a to 8j) 



OTHER SPECIAL YALUE PACKS 



Pack 9 (a & b) 

CG FONTS 
Loads of quality 

Compugraphic fonts 
for WB £ & 3, 

Wordworth 2+, Page 
setter 3 etc. 2 packs 
available (Ba & 9b) 



Pack 11 

CARTOON CLIPART 

Ikflono & Colour IFF 

clipart of your 

favourite characters 

from Porky Pig to the 

Lion King 



PackIS 
U.F.O, 

Full of interesting 

info from around the 

world - text files & 

pics on sightings, 

encounters & 

abductions etc. 



Pack 12 OctaMED 4 - £S.OO 
6 disks with the full version of this A5(K) compati- 
ble music prog,, disk based manual and a 
selection of mods & samples to gel you started. 



Pack 13 GLAMOUR PACK -EH .50 

15 disks packed with ASA beauties from the 

famous Body Shop Collection 

(A12CI0 only ■ nol suitable tor anyone under 16) 



Pack 14 OFFICE PACK -£4.50 
5 essential tools for the home/small office. Word 
Processor, Database, Forms Designer, Accounts | 
& Spreadsheets, 



AttOO 
STARTER PACK 

Mouse- H/lat 

Dust Cover 

Head Cleaner 

10 Blani< Disks 

1 00 Cap Disk Box 

10 ASI Games Disks 

£19.95 



Please reinefnber to add the following Postage & Packing charges - 

50p to orders for RD./Ucenceware only (£1.50 Europe, £3.00 H.O.W.) or 
£1.00 if your order includes other Items (Europe & R.O.W. at cost). 

Please make cheques/postal orders payable to SEASOFT COMPUTING 

and send to: Seasoft Computing, (Dept AS), Unit 3, Martello Enterprise Centre, 

Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 7PA 

or telephone 

(01903)850378 

10am to 7pm Mon - Fri (to 5pm Sat) Visitors by appointment only please 



Fi iWBNCBWARE 

We stocl< the entire F1 range 
Call for complete listing 

F1-74 AMIGA ASSIST C3.99 

New to the Amiga? - Then get this disk 
F1-101 INTRO TO DOS 2 £6.99 

F1-16 PIC KNIT E3.99 

Convert IFF pics to knittino patterns 

F1-91 D.M.C. £4^99 

Excellent Disk Magazine creator 

F1-99 GRAC USER DISK £3.99 

A must for all Grac users 
F1.69 GUITAR CHORD DIR £3.99 

Displays over 276 chords 

F1-71 MUSIC 2 TAB EXCEL C3.99 

convert music notation to tabs 

F1-106 AMOSZINE S ES.99 

Disk magazine for Amos users 

Fi SOLD wiiii prinfetl mnusis 

GRAC V 1.1 .£6.99 

Powerful Graphic Adventure Creator 

BLACKBOARD V4 - C8.99 

Connprehensive image processor 

MACilC PAINT BOX ■ E6.99 

Paihl package especially for kids 
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AMOS 



Steve Bye 



3D 



part 3 



buttons 



In the third instalment of our AMOS tutorial Steve Bye tells you how to use 3D buttons in your 
programs. Then he explains the mysteries of screen zones. 



We won't be covering 
games programming in 
this tutorial - we wili be 
looking more at the 
utility side of things, 
Most utility programs have an interface 
and most interfaces have buttons. So you 
ought to know how you can easily use 
3D -type buttons in your programs. To the 
uninitiated, incorporating buttons in AMOS 
programs must seem pretty daunting. 
Believe me, it's simpler than you think. 

Button creation 

When the uaer of your program clicks their 
mouse pointer over a button, the button appears 
to depress. This is achieved by changing the 
border colours of the button. A button is simply 
a box drawn on the screen using a series of 
Draw instructions. The trick is to use the correct 
colours in the correct place {see picture below). 

The listing 13utton_DeKio is a framework 
that you could incorporate into any program in 
which you want buttons. This listing only uses 
one button as an example, but it would be easy 
to add more once you understand how it all 
works. Let's take a close look at it: 

Screen Open 0, 640,250, 8, Hires 
Flash Off : Curs Off : Cls 
Colour 0,$777 
Colour 1,$0 
Colour 2,$FFF 

This first two lines set up your screen. The three 
colour functions make sure the button colours 
are in the style of Workbench. Colour is set to 



The rather impressive 
palette requester from 
Power Procedures. 
(Incidentally, subscribers 
can find the freely 
distributable version of 
Power Procedures on this 
month's Subscribers' disk.) 



grey, Colour 1 to black and Colour 2 to white. 
Try changing the colour values and you may 
come up with a better colour scheme than I did. 

BUTTON [100,50,150,60,1] 

Ink 1,0 

Text 110, 58, '"TEST" 

The first line calls the Button procedure which 
draws the button on the screen for us. All we 
need to do is tell the procedure where we want 
the button and whether it is on or off. This 
procedure does most of the work for us. 

The first four parameters are the X,Y 
positions where you want your button located 
on the screen. 100, 50 is the top left-hand 
corner position of the button, 150, 60 is the 
bottom right-hand corner. The 1 on the end tells 
the Button procedure whether you want the 
button in or out. In this case, we want it out. 

Next, we print the text we want inside the 
button using the Text instruction. You may need 
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to experiment to get the text centred correctly 
on your buttons. All of the above parameters 
can, of course, be changed to your needs, you 
can have tiny buttons 1 0x1 pixels, or huge 
buttons the size of the screen if you wanted to. 

Reserve Zone 1 

Set Zone 1,100,50 To 150,60 

This reserves a Zone, so we can detect when 
the mouse pointer is over the button. 

Do 

MZ=Mouse Zone 

If MZ=1 and Mouse KeyoO 

BUTTOH [100,50,150,60,0] 

Wait 10 

BUTTON [100,50,150,60,1] 
'call your routirLe(s) here 
End If 
Loop 

This is the main loop. The program constantly 
checks the mouse pointer to see if it is over the 
button (Zone 1). If it is, and the user clicks a 
mouse key, then the Button procedure is called 
twice. The first call depresses the button 
(remember the C on the end means "in"), the 
second call restores the button to its normal 
state. The Wait 10 is there so the user can see 
the button in action 

It would be easy to add more button 
checks, by duplicating the If F.nd If routine 
above and making the relevant changes. The 
task that the button represents would be a sub- 
routine or a procedure and you would call it just 
before the End If instruction. 
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Procedure BUTTON [x,y,x2,y2, state] 

If STATE=1 

Cl=2 : C2=l 
Else Cl=l : C2=2 
End If 

Ink CI 

Draw X,Y To X2-1,Y : Draw X,Y To 

X,Y2 

Ink C2 : Draw X+1,Y2 To X2,Y2 : Draw 

X2,Y To X2,Y2 

Ink 1,0 

End Proc 

Now for that all-important procedure. The first 
line checks for the button state that is required 
and sets the variables CI and C2 to the required 
ink colours. The button is then redrawn using 
the coordinates you have passed to it. 

You can type the "1 Button _demo" listing 
straight into AMOS and it will work - if you type 
it in correctly. Why not experiment and add more 
buttons? All you need to do is duplicate parts of 
the program and change the parameters. 

You will find the Button demo listing on our 
Coverdisks - see page 1 0, 

What are screen zones? 

You may feel a little daunted by the Zone 
instructions in this tutonal, so I will try to help 
you understand how Zones work. They are a 
very important part of writing interfaces for 
utilities, but whether you write games or utilities 
you will need to use Zones, so listen upl 

A screen zone is just a pre-defined 
rectangular area on the screen, for example, a 
box. To set up some screen zones you will first 
need to let AMOS know how many zones you 
need. For example, if you have 1 buttons in 
your program menu you will need 1 zones, one 
for each button. 

The instruction to set aside the memory 
needed for these zones is, unsurprisingly, 
called Reserve Zone, Reserve Zone needs 
to be followed by the number of zones you 
require. For example: 

Reserve Zone 10 

would reserve memory for your 1 buttons. You 
can have as many zones as your current memory 
permits. By the way, Reserve Zone without a 
parameter would erase any previous zones 
created. Some people do a Reserve Zone with 
no parameter first as a matter of course. 

Reserve Zone 
Reserve Zone 10 

This can be useful if you change the amount of 
zones while your program is running. 

Now that AMOS knows how many Zones 
you want, it needs to know exactly where on the 
screen you want the Zones, and the exact size 
of each one. The easiest way around this is to 
use the AMOS box instruction to draw your 
buttons because the Box instruction uses the 
same coordinate system as the Zones do. 

Box 100,50 To 150,60 
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flnosPD: 

BMllSPro.Sctessiiries: 

flMOSPro.Conpiler; 

BMOSPro_Extpasl 

HMOSPro.Systen; 

CM: 
clips; 

DF8: 
DM; 
avi: 
ENVflRC; 

EOMTS; 




"To the uninitiated, 
incorporating 
buttons in AMOS 
programs must 
seem daunting." 



AGA extension 



In our first AMOS tutorial in issue 56 
(December 1995), we told you thai the 
AGA extension for AMOS was available 
from Amiganauts. Well, Ft Licenceware 
are now selling this extension and it 
won't cost you £9.99 as we originally 
said, because F1 have reduced the price 
to £3,99. For further information call 
them on v 01392 4935S0. 
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The above line will draw a box on the screen. 
The first parameters are the X and Y 
coordinates of the top left-hand corner of the 
box, in this case the box will start at 100 pixels 
across the screen and 50 pixels down the 
screen. The second pair of numbers are for the 
bottom left-hand corner of the box, the 150 is 
across the screen and the GO down the screen. 
This means we wifl have a box 50 pixels wide 
and 1 pixels high. As Zone uses the same 
coordinates system as Box, we already know 
the coordinates we need to set the Zone. 
So, our next task is to set up the Zone, 

Set Zone 1,100,50,150,60 

Set Zone stores the coordinates of the zone in 
the memory reserved for you by Reserve Zone. 
The first number (1) in the Sec Zone line is the 
ID number of the Zone; you will usually start at 1 
and add to this sequentially, for example: 

Set Zone 1,100,50,150,60 
Set Zone 2,100,90,150,100 
Set Sons 3,100,130,150,140 

With a little thought you can use a For Next 
loop to draw your boxes and set your Zones, 
like this: 

Reserve Zone 10 
B=50: C=EO 
For A=l To 10 

Box 100, B To 200, C 
Set Zone A,100,B To 150, C 

Add B,40: Add C,40Next A 

The above routine would draw 1 boxes and set 

their Zones. 

So far, then, we know how to draw a very 
basic button using the Box instruction and how 
to let AMOS know where each box is. We now 
need a simple routine to check when the mouse 
pointer is inside a Zone and whether the user 
has clicked a mouse button in a Zone, 

Do 

MZ=Mouse Zone 

If MZ>0 and Mouse Key=l 

Home: Print "You clicked on Zone 
« ;MZ ; " " 
End I£ 
Loop 

MZ is a variable that holds the ID number of the 
screen zone the mouse pointer is currently in. 
The If part checks that the mouse pointer is in 
a Zone and if it is, it also checks the user has 
clicked the left mouse button (ifcuse Key). If 
both of these conditions are met, then a 
message is printed on screen confirming the 
Zone that was clicked on. After printing the 
message, or if either of the conditions fail, then 
the program loops back to the Do part of the 
Do-Loop structure and starts all over again. 

I have produced a very simiple program to 
help newcomers to understand how Zones work 
and, in turn, understand how the program 
"10_Buttons.AMOS" works too. 

You will find the listings on this month's 
Coverdisk in the Programming Zone (see page 
10 for more info). ■ 
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Call our Order Hotline on 01225 822511 



1Urbotec:h Clock Cartridge 

Your Amiga will always know 

what day it 

is with this handy -^ Ibl^^U t 

de\'ice - even after 

it has been 

switched offl Once 

the supplied software 

is installed, boot -up 

and the time and date 

are already set. Fits into 

the disk drive port (or on 

the back of your second drive). 




Descriplion 


Turbotech Clock Cartridge 


RRP 


£19,99 


AS price 


E17.99 


Older code 


ASCLO 


Siifjij til subscribers price 


£16.99 



Magnum RAM 8 

Make your Amiga more than twice as fast 
with a Magnum RAM S accelerator card. Free 
with every Magnum order comes a copy of 
Opus4.12, worth £50. 



Description 


Magnum RAIVI 9 0Mb 


ASpfice 


ES5,99 


Order code 


AFS/IVIR 


Specie.! yuijiic-ibers pr^e 


£54.99 


Description 


Magnum RAM 9 3Mb 


AS price 


£115.00 


Order cede 


AFS/MR 


Spi^;;ial subscnbors pr.cc 


£110,00 


Deecrfption 


Magnum RAM B 4Mb 


AS price 


El 69.00 


Order code 


AFS/MR 


5p*^cial subscribsrs pnc^R 


£164.00 



Mouse 'n' Mat 

At last! A quality replacement mouse at a 
bargain price, complete with mouse mat. 
The 260dpi resolution mouse is 1 00 per cent 
Amiga- (and Atari ST-) compatible and both 
buttons are fully micro-switched for 
maximum 
performance. 




Description 


Mouse 'n' Mat 


AS price 


£12.99 


Order cede 


A5MM 


Specia subscnbers price 1 
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Photogenics 

There can't be a single Amiga owner who 
isn't aware of this powerful package and the 
incredible impact that it has had on the 
Amiga scene. The most talked about image 
manipulation package ever also gives you 
the creative freedom of a traditional paint 
program. Check out our Photogenics 
tutorials (AS48 to AS54) and find out what 
this great program can do (for back issues, 
call « 01225 822511). And you could, of 
course, get hold of Amiga Format issue 69 
and try out the demo on the Coverdisk. 



Description 


Photogonks 


AS price 


£54,95 


Order code 


ASH50Z 


Spec.al subscribers piioe 


£49.95 
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Directory Opus 5 PT^TTT 

The latest incarnation of this 
powerful and well-designed 
file manager received 92 per 
cent and an AS Star buy award in issue 51 (for 
back issues, call "01225 82251 1), Directory 
Opus 4 was brilliant and version 5 is no 
exception. Now this program can be yours for 
£10 less than the RRP of £59.99, 



Description 


mi«ctory Opus 5 


AS price 


£49.95 


Oioer code 


ASOPU 


-jbscribers prce 


£45.95 




Music-X 2 

Music -X 2 is a full MIDI sequencing package 
for controlling synthesizers, drum machines 
and any other MIDI equipment, or you can 
use it with internal Amiga samples. 



Description 


Music-X 1 


RRP 


£149.99 


AS price 


£49.99 


Order code 


A5MX2 


Specia subscr^bere price 


£46.99 
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Ami-FileSafe 

The new standard filing system for the 
Amiga. Not only does Ami-FileSafe achieve 
greater speed and efficiency than FFS, it also 
brings the extra security of a filing system 
that can survive Guru meditations and 
crashes without causing disk block errors. 



Description 


Ami-FlleSafe 


AS price 


£69,75 


Order code 


ASAFS 


Special subscribers price 


£65.75 




Digita Organiser 

An Amiga Shopper Star buy, after using 
this program you'll wonder how you ever 
kept your appointments in order. Easy to 
use, but full of features, this is truly the 
king ol electronic filofaxcs. 



Descriplion 


DIglta Organiser 


AS price 


£34.99 


Order code 


ASDO 


Spciiai SLbscribers prce 


£31.99 
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DICE 3.01 

Save over £30 when yoLi buy the complete 
version of our DICE Coverdisk from issue 47. 
The full package comes on five disks, with a 
450-page manual, and new features, 
including: no limit on the number of 
procedures in each file; a revision control 
system; link libraries for 1.3, 2 and 3; extra 
link libraries; higher maths functions such as 
FPU; support for bitfields, pragmas, etc. 




Description 


Dies 3,01 


RRP 


£129.99 


AS price 


£9B,95 


Order cade 


A5501 


Specia subscrters oricc 


£94.95 




Communicator III 

Turn your CD^^ j^to a CD-ROM drive. If 
you've got at least 1 Mb Chip RAM and 
Kickstart 2 or 3, you can use Communicator 
on your Amiga and connect your CD^^ with 
the serial port leads provided. 

Communicator III also includes AGA 
Viewer (you can use it to view CD pictures 
and animations in 16.7 million colours). 
Virtual CD (to select which menu the CD 
boots with), and lots more. 



Description 


Cominunicatar III 


AS price 


E69J9 


Order r^de 


ASS 05 


Specia subscribefs orice 


- ii:. 99 




A500+ and A600 
1 Mb RAM upgrades 

If you have less than 2Mb RAM, you are at a 
serious disadvantage. Why not upgrade at 
this low price? These boards for the A500 
Pius and the A600 plug into the Amiga's trap 
door connector Built to the highest 
standards, they are guaranteed for a year 



Description 


AS00/A500+ 1Mb RAM Upgrade 


AS price 


&M0 price £29.99 


Order code 


AF6H1M 


<IS price 


ASOO nus price £29.99 


Order code 


AFSP1M 


Special subscribers pnce 


£28,99 eacti 



Personal Paint 6.1 and 
Personal Fonts Maker 2 

Take advantage oi our special AS offer and 
get the excellent Personal Paint, plus the 
bitmap font editor. Personal Fonts Maker 




Personal Paint is a paint, image 
processing and animation program, an ideal 
graphics package for progi'ammers and the 
more serious Amiga users. Personal Fonts 
Maker offers support for standard mono 



and colt 



■ fouls, as WL'II Eis outline lorits 



tlnwlH I'graMl rrob Malrw 




£10 



and AGA screen modes. 

Using the same graphics 

engine as Personal Paint 

the program allows you to 

create bit-mapped fonts of your own, 

which you can colour and use for posters, 

business stationaiy and so on. PFM is 

easy to use, has many features and the 

results are pretts' impressive. Now you can 

get both these great programs for a bargain 

price of £49.95. 



Ctsa^pnon 


Personal Paint and 
Personal Fonts Maker 


RRP 


E59.95 


AS price 


£49.95 


Order cede 


ASMPP 


Special subsoibers price 


£4e.9& 



Amiga Shopper reader offer form 



Subscribers: Please place a Q before each order code. 

Name 



Address. 



_Post Code. 



Phone Number. 



Description 


Price 


Order Code* 


























Total order 







AS58 



Please mal<e cheques payable to: Future Publlsiiing Limited 

All prices Include posting, packing and VAT 
Credit Card no 



Expiry Date 



Send this fonn to: Amiga Shopper, 

Future Publishing Limited, 
Freepost (BS4900}, 
Somerton, Somerset TA11 6BR 

Do not send cash. Use the methods of payment listed above. EEC 
customers registered for VAT, please quote your registration number: 



Customers outside the UK add £4,00 lor overseas delivery. 

I I Tick here if you don't want to receive special offers from other 
specially-selected companies. 



Method of payment (please circle) Access Visa Cheque PO * Subscribers - place a Q in front of your order number, please. AMS/58 



.AUWOASHOPPER 73 



ShopperPublic Domain 



PD Select 



David Taylor 




Dave slaps on the suntan lotion as he prepares for his holiday and wades through a mountain of PD 
disks that even The Shaman would have trouble moving. Undeterred, he dives in... 



Things seem to be accelerating 
in the PD world at the 
moment with more varied 
offerings appearing all the 
time. Please keep the 
submissions flowing in because we want 
to offer the broadest selection possible. 

The X-Files Vols 1 & 2 

The X-Files is a series that's gradually won me 
over. Sure, i1 has some ropy episodes and a 
tedious long-term plotline, but on the whole it's 
one of the best sci-fi series for years. Still, I 
wasn't sure that I wanted to look at two disks 
packed with text files about the series, probably 
containing a load of rubbish only really of 
interest to very sad people. Sorry to be blunt, 
but I have a life and better things to do, So, I 
was pleasantly surprised to find that these disks 



are actually the "real" X-Files, as it were. They 
are a compilation of text files from various 
souroes concerning all things paranormal 
and alienesque. 

There are two ways you can view these type 
of things. Either you can read them and go 
"Wow, they really are out there", or you can read 
them with scepticism, interest and an open 
mind. The first is, frankly, gullible - particularly 
when the files contain lines like "The Pleiad ians 
are a collective of extraterretrials from the star 
system The Pleiades." Yeah, right. The second is 
much more akin to the Mulder and Scully of the 
TV series and slightly more realistic. 

As such, these X-Files make an interesting 
read and offer some interesting theories. They 
are slightly too emphatic for my liking; they are 
perhaps too based on the initial acceptance of 
UFOs to be objective. However, they are 
definitely worth a read if you've got a passion for 



the unusual. As far as value goes, both disks 

have all the data powerpacked to get as much 
on as possible which is most laudable. 

One small point is that the second disk 
had a non-standard bootblock for no reason I 
could fathom. Just to be on the safe side, I 
removed it, but 1 do wish that - unless there is 
a specific reason to do otherwise - people 
would use standard bootblocks. It makes 
us a lot less jumpy. 



Verdict: 80% 



Blowing 



This demo is for AGA Amigas only. It starts off 
promisingly, but ends up offering just a few too 
many swirling faces to be judged very highly. 
There's no doubt that the programmers are 
talented, and there's one part with a ball lit by 



Who, what, where, when. 


why, how... 










^^ 


Product No of disks 


TVpe of product 


Price' 


Supplier 


Contact 


Verdict 


Page 


Tiie X-Files Vols 1 & 2 


two 


Diskmag 


£1.50 


Smileys PD 


See PD directory 


80<Vi 


74 


Blowing Brain 


one 


Demo 


75p 


Smileys PD 


See PD directory 


70% 


74 


Morse Code Trainer 


one 


Educational 


£2 


John J. Cassar 


See page 75 


90% 


75 


Tin Bin AGA Utils 24 


one 


Utilities 


£1 -1- 50p 


MonPD 


01 24S 714591 


96% 


75 


toaster Control Prog (disk U1 ise) 


one 


Utility 


£1.50 


Kew-ll 


01 ai 657 1617 


90% 


75 


LunchPakn 


one 


Demos 


75p 


Smileys PD 


See PD directory 


90% 


76 


Midnight (disk LJ1 155) 


one 


Utility 


£1.50 


Kew-ll 


0181 657 1617 


90% 


7e 


Spelling School (disk A1112) 


one 


Educational 


£1.50 


Kew-ll 


0181 657 1617 


65% 


76 


Navigator 2 (disk 3927) 


two 


Applications 


£2 ■t-50p 


17Bit 


01924 366962 


99% 


7B 


Graphic Workbench (disk 3930) 


two 


Utility 


£2 + 50p 


17Brt 


01924 366962 


84% 


77 


Tee To Green (disk 3924) 


one 


Utility 


£1 + 50p 


17Bit 


01924 366962 


70% 


77 


Ultra Aces & FinAcc (disk 3929) 


one 


Applications 


£1 -t- 50p 


17Bit 


01924 366962 


90% 


78 


Lyapunov (disk 3938) 


one 


Application 


£1 -t- 50p 


17Bit 


01924 366962 


78% 


78 


CLI Zone 1995/1 


one 


Utilities 


£1.50 


Professional PD 


See PD Directory 


70% 


78 


Virus Workshop (disk 3919) 


one 


UHllty 


£1 -1- 50p 


17Bit 


01924 36G982 


95% 


78 


Iconographies 


one 


Utility 


£1.50 


Kew-ll 


0161 657 1617 


96% 


79 


Speed S 


one 


Demos 


£1 4S0p 


Mon PD 


01248 714591 


90% 


81 


Phreaking Only 5 


one 


Diskmag 


£1 -t-SOp 


Mon PD 


01248 714591 


73% 


81 


Midicraft Samples S 


one 


Samples 


£2.50 


Seasoft 


01903 850378 


80% 


82 


Nothing But AMOS S 


one 


Diskmag 


£4.50 


Seasoft 


01903 350378 


80% 


82 


Kids Only 


one 


Applications 


£10 


Seasoft 


01903 850378 


90% 


62 


Midicraft Mag G 


one 


Diskmag 


£2.50 


Seasoft 


01903 850378 


. 90% 


62 


AMOS AGA Extension 


one 


Utility 


£3.99 


F1 Licence ware 


01392 438S02 


U/A 


82 


Touch Typing Tutor 


one 


Application 


£3.5 D 


Horizon @ Seasoft 


01903 650378 


90% 


82 


Some prices include P&P; buying more than one disk from a PD house is likely to reduce the price per disk; check compatibility 

More information on all the PD houses and their prices car be found in the PD Directory on the.Osverdisk, including their postal 


of pragram with PD house before purchasing, 
addresses and payment details. 
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Blowing Brain is a full-disk demo that has some reasonable 
effects, but wont win any prizes. 





several orbiting globes that is very good. 
However, overall, we've seen all this before. 

It seems that the demo scene, after a real 
burst of life and originality, has once more 
settled into a predictable swirl of colours. Time 
for a change. 



Verdict: 70% 



Morse Code ll^lner 

This is a really useful program. First, 

it offers a full range of ways of 
learning the Morse Code. Second, it 
can be used to severely piss off the 
rest of the office by going "be-beep- 
beep-be be-beep beep-be be-be-be", Send your 
ideas as to what that means on a postcard to 
"Morse Code Obscenities" at the usual address! 

Seriously, though, this is an area of 
education where the computer excels. It is ideal 
for teaching a language consisting entirely of 
dots and dashes. The screen shows you this 
visual interpretation as well as making the audio 
sounds. There are several speeds so you can 
specify the number of words per minute. This is 
the answer to your prayers if you're trying to 
learn Morse Code. 

You may wonder how much use Morse is in 
these days of instant communications, but 
imagine that you were kidnapped by the evil 
mega-corporation hyped by Amiga Power and 
wanted to communicate with the person in the 
next cell by tapping on the pipes. Then, you will 
be very glad of this program. Well, only if the 



person in the next cell has learnt their Morse 
Code too, of course. 

Anyway, this is a great program and we 
shall be trying to put it on to next month's 
Goverdisks, because the author says we can. If 
you can't wait that long, it can be obtained from 
PD Houses or the author himself, for £2, from: 
John J. Cassar, 31 St, Mungo Avenue, 
Town head, Glasgow G4 OPG. The registered 
version costs £5 and comes with another of the 
author's programs free. 



Verdict: 90% 



star buy 




Tin Bin AGA Utils 24 

I love disks like this, where someone 
has actually put quite some effort 
into packing as many utilities on to a 
single disk as possible. This disk has 
1 utilities crunched on. Some of the 
programs have been included on our own 
Subscribers' disks, but if you don't receive that 
disk, then it must make this disk even more 
attractive. Amongst the utilities are Ordering, a 
brilliant file manager, and Font View, the update 
of the program that allows you to examine all 
your fonts. Both of these are very good. There's 
also a very fast JPEG viewer and Remind 1 .5, 
the smart electronic diary. BootWriter is another 
excellent program for checking bootblocks - a 
good way of avoiding some viruses. 

All in all, this disk is excellent. The collection 
has at least five programs that serious PD users 
should check out. Needless to say, as you car 



Horse Code Trainer 



B 



FBEEm NODE 



You prossed the Utter X or x, 

For ^uick looming tliis letter ii 
gpjupid Hith the lettor P 

These letters invert ejcji gtjier, 



ff = S,i,S 
f2 = a 
rs = t 
H = th 
F5 = i.i 
F6M 
F7 = ft 
F8 = ii 
F3 = ii 



imtifmiiH F-kevi 



Morse Code Trainer is an ideal 
way to learn the language of 
dots and dashes. 
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guess from the title, the disk is aimed at AGA 
users, so you should have a minimum of an 
A1 200, The most minor of minor gripes - given 
the OS needed couldn't we have used PPGuide 
or similar as a viewer instead of PPMore, which 
would have made it better for reading the 
AmigaGuide documentation properly? 



Verdict: 96% 



star buy 




AAaster Control Program 

MCP is a commodity designed to 
offer a number of functions within 
a single program, like MultiCX. 
Because it comes with its own 
Installer script, it's very easy to 
install on to your system. 

The program can be started by double- 
clicking on the icon, which means it can simply 
be put into the WBStartUp drawer so that it 
works every time. The different functions, like 
screen blankers or simple extras such as 
switching off drive clicking, are accessed 
through a separate Preferences program. 

This program is easy to use and has five 
"pages" of options - you can see that it's 



"he PD directory 



You will notice 

references to the PD 
directory in the "Who, 
what, when, where etc" 
boxout. This directory 
used to be printed in 
the mag, but had to be 
in very small text 
because of the amount 
of information it contained. To solve this, we 
have updated and recompiled the list and 
put it on our Coverdisks as a text file in the 
Information Zone. 

The Information Zone contains both the 
PD Directory and the list of User Groups 
(which also used to be in the issue). They 
are both in two formats, AmigaGuide and 
ASCII- The AmigaGuide enables yQU to point 
and click your way to the information, 
making it much easier to find the details you 
require. Read the ReadMe file for more 
Information. See page 12 for details. 
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powerful. Many of the separate options have sub 
menus - i.e. which screen blanker do you want 
to use, etc. This program is Freeware, so 
registering costs no more than an E-mail 
message or stamp. For this you'll gel the 
updates of the program sent to you when they 
become available. MCP requires MUI. 



Verdict: 90% 



star buy 



LunchPak 11 

"Riis collection of demos and chiptunes is not 

really as impressive as the last. There are fewer 
actual intros on here, because they are mostly 
64K demos, and the quality is below that of the 
earlier issue we reviewed. 

There are also quite a few chiptunes, and 
the whole disl< is held together with a good 
front-end, which extends to the chiptunes. 



Everything runs directly from the disk which is a 
substantial achievement considering how much 
stuff has been packed on. 

You're getting far more than just a single 
disk - some of the 64K demos are actually 
more than 500K unpacked. There's also a 
bonus directory containing a nifty module. 



Verdict: 70% 



Screen blankers are very popular 
utilities. And tvlidnight is a very 
competent program that comes in 
two parts, the program itself and the 
preferences editor. The big 
difference with this blanker is the inclusion of a 
module player. So, when the screen blanks, the 
module is loaded and plays. 





Midnight offers a large number of 
different screen blanliers and has 
sub-options, such as music to be 
attached. It is accessed through a 
simple GUI preferences program. 
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Spelling School looks a bit dated and sounds 
as if the teachers are on drugs. 

There are loads of blankers, and the 
aquarium is really snazzy. Each blanker has a 
couple of options, including whether you want a 
module to be attached {there are three modules 
supplied, but you can use any Protracker 
module). You can set the time delay before 
blanking the screen (and the mouse pointer). 

Midnight is one of the best and most 
versatile blankers, but the $15 registration fee 
might be a little too high to get the response 
that the program deserves. 



Verdict: 90% 



star buy 



Speiiing Sdiooi 

This is an educational title designed to help 
youngsters improve their spelling. The program 
sets itself out with a school-like front-end. You 
have to enroll with the secretary, who looks 
stupid and then choose the level you want to 
work at. The teacher introduced himself to me 
as "Sir" and looked as silly as the secretary. It 
might seem niggling and beside the point, but 
children will find it a bif lame, which isn't going 
to encourage them to use the program. 

A more fundamental problem is that the 
program uses the innate speech capabilities of 
the Amiga, i.e. narrator-driven voices. I had more 
problems working out what the "teacher" said 
than I did spelling it. Luckily, you can repeat a 
word, but even so, the limitations placed on the 
program by the abilities of the Amiga's speech 
hamper the overall success of Speiiing School. 
I'd give it a B-, could do better. 



Verdict: 65% 



Navigator 2 




I am about to get really excited about 
a program, so if you find this sort of 
gushing praise embarrassing then 
skip to the next review. Hands up if 
you remember the original Navigator. 
Well, it wasn't all that long ago, but 1 always felt 
that it didn't receive all the coverage it deserved. 
Hopefully, this version will do better. 

Navigator allows you to wander around a 
3D landscape in any dimension using the 
mouse. The whole landscape is generated in 
real-time (which is why you need a 68020 
minimum [I'd say and A1 200 at least, because 
you really want the AG A chipset)). It is very 
smooth and you can spend hours looking 
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Navigator is the must-buy of the month. 
Although it runs fine on an A1200, owners of 
acceleratetS Amigas will find i( even better. The 
package consists of the second version of 
Navigator, a program that allows you to wander 
around 3D worlds in real-time, and two fully 
usable titling program demos. Suddenly you 
can easily spin and move 3D text and IFF 
Images. I loved it so much, my head fell off. 




around the numerous "worlds" that come with 
the program. There are two versions included, 
for PAL and NTSC machines. 

This version of Navigator can use pre- 
defined scripts when you run it from the CU 
(although you can use the main program directly 
from Workbench), so that it loads the world and 
flies you around it by itself. 

Now, I've got to say, I would have awarded 
this program a Star buy by itself, but the 
package comes on two disks and the second 
extras disk contains another two programs (one 
of which is archived to fit it on). These two 
programs are a fully usable demo of a 3D titler, 
which prints 'Demo Version" in the background 
to encourage you to register. 

You can enter the text that you want to 
appear on the screen and then set "keys". Each 
key shows where you want the text to be at that 
point in time during playback, defining position 
and rotation. The program then calculates the 
smoothest way to move the text between the 
points and off you go. 

The other program, NWiper, does much the 
same as the titler except it works with IFF 
images over the text. 

This is an absolute must for A1 200 owners. 
It has a program that shows you what is 



Graphic Workbench Is an easy 
to install set of Workbench 
backdrops and icons. There 
are plenty of different topics to 
choose from and it also comes 
with de-installer scripts. 
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possible and also offers you practical uses. The 
titling software is ideal for amateurs and novices. 
I deducted one point because the default tool 
on the icon was wrong (in honesty, I've had to 
really struggle to find a gripe at all - that's the 
worst I could do). 



Venlict: 99% 



star buy 



Graphic Workbench 

Collections of backdrops are all well and good, 
but they can be fiddly to install and a bit of a 
pain to test out. This two-disk pack takes a lot of 
pain out of the process, but it still has a few 
annoying quirks. There are several backdrops 
and icons to use, which install themselves 
using the standard Installer. Your original 
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versions are moved and stored and a 
de-installer script and icon are added, so 
removing the new versions is easy. 

The problems arise because several 
criteria have to be met before the Installer will 
work, e.g. sufficient room on your hard drive 
(this collection is for hard drive users only). 
Normally, this wouldn't matter, but every time 
you load this Installer, you have to sit through 
an intro, which becomes a real bore the sixth 
time round. It is also a good job that I like the 
new icon system it has installed, because the 
de- in St a Her didn't seem to remove it. 

The problems are worth setting aside 
though, because the new Workbenchs are 
fun and colourful and this is the most painless 
way of installing them that I've come across. 
Oh, and you get quite a selection packed on to 
just two disks. 



Verdict: 84% 



Tee To Green v14 

Version 1 4? There are programs that develop 
and grow and become so complex that they go 
through many incarnations. This isn't one. 
Version 14 suggests that 1-13 were seriously 
bugged. .Still, this version seems stable enough, 
so what does it do? 

Tee To Green is designed to let you enter 
in the details of your golf course, such as the 
length and par. Then you can keep putting 
(geddit, 'putting'} your scores in after each 
round. It's a specialised database really. It 
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I have decided to take a different tack this 
month. After Amiga Format put Real 3D on 
tlieir Coverdislts (November 1995), I started 
to rel(irjdle my interest In the program, but 
being the artistic reject that I am, 1 found 
that I had to rely on other people's models 
to play with. 

Scouring the Internet, I have found some 
scenes that are pretty neat and I thought I 
would let you in on the secret too, so that 
you can also make better use of what was a 
superb giveaway. 



20's Rocket Ship 

Tills object Is one of the rocket ships that you 
see in alt the old sci-fi series. Being a bit of a 
fan of the repeats when I was a child (yes, I am 
young enough not to remember them the first 
time round [smug grin]), I had to take a look. 

Like the first two, you load this as an 
animation scene before messing around. 
The model is quite simple, but It's still a nice 
object to play with and it does look very much 
like the original models. If you want to render a 
poster-type thing, this is the ticket. (Requires 
Real 3D version 1 +) 

Source: Aminet/pix/real3 
Archive: dandare.lha 



Venlict: 85% 




does the job, but leaves quite a bit to be 
desired aesthetically {i.e. it lool<s a bit crap). 

Functional, but not awe-inspiring. 



Verdict: 70% 



Ultra Accounts & FinAcc 

The lead program on this disk, Ultra 
Accounts, was included on our 
Coverdisk back on issue 52, so I'm 
not going to dwell on it here. It's a 
very good accounts package (still) 
and worth investigating if you don't have that 
copy of Amiga Shopper, 

However, there is a second program on 
here which is equally interesting. Called FinAcc, 
it is an AMOS program, which is off-putting to 
start with because of the stigma that bad 
programming in AMOS has caused. In fact, this 
program is one of the ones that shows what can 
really be done with AMOS, It has a professional- 
looking interface and requesters and has a lot of 
features that allow you to enter quite detailed 
accounts. As such, it could feasibly be used for 
a little more than just your standard home 
accounts. It even allows for different VAT codes. 



The program is not 1 00 per cent intuitive to use, 
so you have to either play for a bit or, shock 
horror, read the manual. 

Two top programs that are ideal as starters 
for sorting out your money matters. You may 
already have one, which might detract a little, 
but if not, this is a disk to be ordered. 



Verdict: 90% 



star buy 



Lyapunov II 

Fractals, love or hate 'em? Well, if you are one 
of the former, then here's a program for you. It's 
not new, but I've not seen it before. It's not as 
complex as Fractal Universe (AS57), but it's 
instantly assessable and allows you to work on 
the same screen as the fractal. There are lots of 
different types of fractals supplied and also a 
set of example pictures for you to take a look at. 
Lyapunov II is very easy to use and can be fun, 
but I've got to conclude that Fractal Universe, 
albeit slower because of its complexity, is the 
better of the two. You also get a bonus of a 
Minesweeper clone game on this disk. 



Verdict: 78% 
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FinAcc is the second 
program on the Ultra 
Accounts disk, but 
doesn t play second 
fiddle to it 
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CU Zone 1995/1 

T>iis is a strange release. On the one hand, it is 
powerpacked to gain maximum space and 
contains around 60 CLI utilities. As such, it's 
got a lot going for it. Many of the CLI commands 
have been included on Coverdisks, but that 
doesn't necessarily detract from the worth of a 
collection. What does though is the fact that 
some of the programs are versions from years 
ago. I have no idea where they dug up their 
version of SnoopDOS for example. 

If you are a Shell user, then you may already 
have many of the more useful commands. If you 
are only just getting to grips with the CLI, then 
this has some of the useful small additions, 

I get the feeling that some of the best CLI 
commands, which may be larger in size, have 
been forsaken in order to get a bigger number 
of programs packed on. And I'm not sure that 
was for the best. Quality above quantity and 
only the two together if you can manage it. 

All in all, it's an adequate compilation and I 
wouldn't want to deter the appearance of a 
second volume. 



Verdict: 70% 



Virus Workshop 5.5 

After last month's feature on viruses, 
I was glad to see yet another 
updated virus program. This time 
Virus Workshop hasbeen improved 
to such a standard that it is 

unmissable. It can now check any device, all 

files; it will check the memory vectors and can 

also check LHA and LZX archives. 

Right, there are a couple of little points. 

First, read the manual. This is a must. I didn't 
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Monk 

There's not that many Lightwave objects 
available on Aminet and I have to struggle to 
find interesting ones for the Coverdislts. It 
might be that linagine is just the most popular 
program for 3D on the Amiga amongst the 
hobbyists and therefore other programs don't 
get much of a look-in. Monk struck me at first 
as a rather odd top half of some sort of oriental 
monk). Then I realised it was upside down! It's 
actuany a cowled monk and as such is a little 
mundane, because if s a hooded figure. Still, 
it's not at all bad. If you fancy playing around 
with a humanoid object, it is a complex one and 
worth Investigating. (Requires Lightwave) 

Source: Aminet/gfx/Sdobj/ 
Archive: monk.lha 



Verdict: 80% 



Car 

This second scene Is Included on 
the Coverdisks this month as 
well. When I took a look, I was 
bemused as to why the object has 
been supplied as a scene, and that 
there is no background. Oh well. 
It's not as good as the room, but the car is a 
lovely model (in all senses) and despite a 
section that doesn't quite fit properly, it's still 



a good object to play around with. (R^uires 
Real 3D version 1 4-) 



Source: Aminet/gfx/3dobj/ 
Archive; dicar.iha 



Venlict: 90% 



star buy 



Room 





This was one of the first scenes that 
I found and it is definitely one of 
the l>est. It Is a full room, complete 
with furniture and carpets and even 
a plant. It takes some time to render 
at any quality, but even rendering 
the scene exactly as it is given to you is 
satisfying. Because you load the scene, you do 
have to redirect the program so that it can find 
the correct textures, but as these are supplied, 
it's easy enough. Tills scene proves just how 
impressive the results can be from what is quite 
an old program. Lovely. And, you'll be pleased 
to hear, thanks to co-inciding deadlines, there 
was time to get this scene on to this month's 
Coverdisks - you can find it in the 3D Zone. 
(Requires Real 3D version 1 +) 



Source: Aminet/gfx/Sdobj/ 
Archive: d2room.lha 



Verdict: 95% 



star buy 




Lyapunov II is a pretty 
cool fractal program 
with lots of options. 




and I ended up wiping my Virus Worl^shop 
disl< wiih the program. This was entirely my 
fault (although I think a warning by the program 
itsself that it was going to do this would have 
been appreciated). 

When the program checks an archive, it 
requires a temporary directory. I mistakenly 
thought it was looking for some files and 
assigned the directory to the program disk and 
thus it got wiped. 

Another gripe is that if you check the Virus 
V\forkshop disk itself with the program, it 
doesn't recognise the bootblock. The disk isn't 
installed, or at least that's what AmigaDOS 
thinks and Virus Checker didn't notice anything 
odd about the bootblock. 

The Virus Workshop has become so 
large now that it has been powerpacked in order 
to fit it all on. 
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If you are really serious about your data, 
then every tool you have that can protect it from 
damage is a must-buy. \^rus V»/orkshop 5.5 is 
one such must But remember to read the 

instructions first! 



Verdict: 95% 



star buy 




Iconogtaphlcs 

Excellent, excellent, excellent. Blimey, 
there are times when you wonder 
just how much good stuff can 
possibly appear in one month. Take 
this selection for example. It's a 
collection of new icons supplied in one large 
archive {trying to fit them on to floppies not 
archived would take up masses of disks 
because there are over 300 icons). 



January 1996 



The disk is well compiled so that is easy to 
de-archive the program. 

Then when you get there, on top of the full 
and easy to understand documentation, you find 
that there is an excellent Installer that takes all 
the pain out of installing the new icons. Not only 
does it replace the icons, it retains the 
specifications of the original loons, like tooltypes 
and screen position. 

In addition, it goes through each 
replacement and shows you the old icon next 
to the new one to check that you want to install 
it (or you can say "sod it" and make it do the 
whole lot). In addition, this program is 
Freeware and there is a construction kit IFF 
that includes many of the elements used in the 
icons supplied so that you can easily create 
your own new icons. 

Now, normally, I tend to get a bit bored with 
these sort of packages. I mean, OK, the 
standard icons are pretty dull, but they do their 
job and so why bother playing around? This 
system though is easy to install and so colourful 
that I can recommend it with glee. 



Verdict: 96% 



star buy 



IlriBUnrlsW S.S 1 m-K b, l[itAH[ 




-f; 


(O If istir t M iHlar i>c. 


Ictiil Irin: m: 


1 


Hint _ 
hinurt „ 

»it*iu Zl 


■iw i 


tu KWll 


















JB 






butts fm tto FilKbKli: 
III fil«ck«M I 


fl 











► 81 



Virus Workshop 5.S is excellent Get it now! But 
read the documentation and back up ttie disk 
before you start. 
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NO W EVEN MORE Lowest Priced Top Quauty Products ""^''''"'^ Government 

' ^ & Educational 



Including Ribbons, Inkjets, Toners, Disks, Etc 



orders welcome 



Printer Ribbons 



BL4CK LaU it 5± M± 

Amstrad DMP2(lfl[)/30(m Zm 2.65 Z-45 2.1S 

itrad DMH4UO0 3-66 3.31 3-31 3. It 

Ansrrart H;Wfl25fVI-Q3S(lll Fab 2-S3 271) 2-SO 230 

AmstrBClPCW35l2M/5lrike 2-^ 2-13 2-25 20S 

Brother MlDtre/lOal/lloanzM 3-90 3TS 3-5S 3-35 

Cltlien l20D/LSP10/Swltt 24/9 !-35 2.70 2 .SO 2.30 

CommuJore MPS 1220/ 1230 i-Sd 4.35 4.15 3.95 

EpamLQlOO 1-10 3-95 3-75 3-SS 

Epson LQ2OD/4OD/SO0/ai«/eSO 3-45 3-3(1 310 2-90 

Epson FX/MIVRSSO/FX/LXSCKI 2.90 2-75 2.55 2-35 

Epson UiBO/85/90 2.1Z 1-97 1.77 |.67 

Mannesiuann Tally flO/Sl 3-M 3-73 3.35 3-35 

NeCHnw7lterP!20(l/P2. 303 2-8S 2.66 2-43 

OWMLieZ/ 183/ 192/ 193/1 95 3.17 3-02 2.S2 2-62 

PaiMil)nl<:KXP1123/1124/1140 3.46 3-31 3.11 Z-91 



MACK 

Panasonic KXPIOWUSO/SO 

Panasonic raP2IZ3/2l24/2ie0 

Sdkoslia SL90/9Z/9S/95 

Slar LCI 0/20/10(1 

Star LC200 

Star 1X24 - 10/2D/2O0 

Star LCZ40C, LC24-30 

Taim KaeaKPSI 0/315/91 0/915 

smouB 

citizen 224, 240, Swift 24/9 

Panasonic KXP2 123/2 124/213* 

Star LC 10/20/ 100 

StaiLCSOO 

Star LC24 - 10/20/200 

StarLC240C,LC2«(l 



loK 


i* 


5* 


l»* 


2-S9 


2-74 


2-54 


234 


4.9s 


4. SO 


4.60 


440 


5.70 


5.55 


5.35 


5.15 


2-29 


214 


194 


1.84 


3.00 


2-65 


2*5 


2.45 


2-86 


2-71 


2-51 


2-31 


7-7S 


7-60 


WO 


7-20 


314 


2-99 


Z-79 


2-59 


Isff 


St 


5l- 


ID' 


11-95 


11.KI 


II-GO 


11-20 


1I1-63 


104S 


10-2S 


9.8S 


6.00 


5-85 


5.55 


5-25 


9.79 


9-53 


943 


9-03 


9-63 


9-48 


9-28 


B-88 


9-20 


9-03 


3-93 


343 



This in just a SHiall >aelei linn of otir Rthbonit - Ring for those not listed 

~ Ring us and WE WILL BEATaa o ther Ribbon prices ^ 

Disk Boxes/Drawers 



3i" Disks 
Bulk 



BiTutded 



25 Disks 
SO Disks 
100 Disks 

230 Disks 
500 Disks 



DD 

S5 
SIO 
£16 
£29 
S6S 
£125 



HP DD 

sm 



£6 
SlI 

£18 S24 

£33 £41 

£76 £96 

£148 £187 

All Disks Cerlifli!d 100% 

ERROR FREE and IINCLLDE 

FREE Labels 



£9 

£36 

£66 

£153 

£288 



l.r>r-^aliV3 :" 
100 Capacity Box 
5tJ Capacity Box 
200 Caii^clty Dray^r 
100 CajjacJly Draiwcr 



5-39 
4-99 
15.99 
13-99 



nihm B.-.mw H Wallets 
31" 111 Capacity Boies 1.30 
3s" 6 CajMcity Wallets 3.99 

i.nrkahleCnntawcrs 
30 Capacity 16.99 



Joysticks & Mice 

Qnickshot Apache 1 0.89 Quickshol Python 1M 339 

(iuickstiot Aviator 23-99 Quicksliol SSarilgiltet 1 3.49 

C^ickshot Intruder 1 22.99 Quickshol Turbo 11 3.49 

Quiclrsbot Mavericit l^t 12.49 Mouse 11.99 



Dust Covers 



CPU & Monitor 
Mini Tower 
80 Column Printer 
1152 Column Printer 
PC Kevijoard 



6.49 
5.99 
3.M 
4.99 
:i.5H) 



Monitor 14" -4.99 
Atari ST 
Amiga 500 
Amiga 6fl0 
Amiga 12tM) 



-5.99 
3-99 

3.99 
3.99 
3-99 



Inkjet. Bubblejet Cartridges 



Apple StylewTiter 
Canon iJJ 10/10eV20 
Canon BJ 30. BJC 70 Blk <?k3 Refill) 
Canon BJ 200/230 
Canoai BJC 600 Black (Double Cap) 
Canon BJC 600 Black (Single Cap) 
Canon BJC 600 Cyars- Mag or Y«llow 
Canon BJC 40O0 Black throw away 
Canon BJC 40CO Head. Elk. Col Reliii 
Canon BJC 4M)D Black Rljlll 
Canon BJC 4000 Colour Reilll 
Commodore MPSl 270 
Epson Stjdus 4W8W 
Epson Stylus Colour Black 
Epson Stylus (^tour Colour 
Epson Stylus a20/Colour 11/113 Black 
Epsorj Stylus S20/CDlour n/1IS Colour 
IIP Desklet SOO/IOCT/JO/SO/SO Black 



liiU 

17-54 
17.54 
15-20 
19-90 
11-50 

6-0O 

8-50 
29-00 
42-00 

8-50 
1450 
12-13 

9-99 
1400 
20-00 



2± 
17.24 
1724 
1 4 OS 
19 30 
11.25 
580 
8.30 
2860 
41.20 
8.30 
14.25 
11-93 
9-79 
13.75 
29-50 
Ring lor prices 
Ring for prices 
22.()0 21-63 21-25 



5± 
1684 
16-34 
14-60 
1900 
1*90 

5.50 

3.00 
2320 
40.60 

8.00 
K'JO 
11.63 

9.49 
]3.4[i 
29.00 



HP 13eskjet .5[lt)/4U/SO/60 Trl-Colour 26- 

HP Desklcl Portable- 310 18. 

HP Desklet 6O0/66OC Black M- 

HP Desklet GOO/eSOC Trl-^olour 28- 

HP Deskjet 850C Black 26. 

HP Desklet 850C Tricolour 25. 

HP Thinkjet/Quietlat 12. 
Olivetti JP350/ 1 50 (Double Cap) Black 36. 

StarSJ48 17 
Rinij [or Cartridnes uul 



it 
25.65 
17.70 
26- IS 
23 IS 
25.S5 
24.6S 
1193 
3$.tK] 
S4 1724 

llslwl 



it 

25.25 
17-3t) 
2575 
27.7s 
2525 
24.2s 
11.63 
35.30 
16.84 



Miscellaneous Items 

100 Single Colour 3:" Disk LahcU 1-99 

lOQQ Single Cokjur 3!" ]>isk Labels 6-99 

1000 Multicolour 3i" Disk Lahek 9-99 

1 000 White Tractor F«il 3."DlskLal>els 10.99 

3i" Disk Cleaning Kit 2-99 

Paralfcl Printer Cable ( l^m) i-W 

MouseMat 6mniTtlick-2.99 BmmThick-3.09 

Mouse House 2.*5 

2 Piece Universal Printer Stand 5.99 

I47IS" Optical Glass Screen Filter 16.99 



Paper & Address Labels 

2(100 Sheets 1 1" a 9., 60 grani. I iji n -• 22.99 

Micro Pertorated, Listing Paper 2< imses - i 799 

St)0^gleSheel£A4, 30 grarn, Laser 1 pack -9.99 

Paper (suitable lor InkJet printers) 2+ packs - 6-99 

Tractor Feed Address Labels, 500-4-10 

1 across wtdth, 21" x 1 ^s" lOOO - 7-49 



Inkjet/Bubblejet Refill Kits 

^uitablf! for most Printers 

Tri-Colour [nkjct/bubbicjet Rclil] Kils 16 90 each 

(20rnl ol each colour - I.e. cyan, tnagenla, yellow) 



Large InkJet/BubbleJet Refill Kits 

(40ml of any ol the lollowlng colours) 

Black, Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Red, Blue, BrBwn, 

Ugttl Green, Dark Green, and Cold. 

I P»i.-kSl LfKI. 2. Parkst]l|.6ri eacti. S. Packs S9-95 r.ich 



Ring for details if vou are not sure if vour 
cartridge can be refilled^ 



Laser Toners 

HP Laserlet r/llf 40.00 each 

HP Laserjet UP/IIIP 45.00 each 

HP Laserjet 4L, 4LM 50.00 each 

HP LaserjeH. 4M 71.00 each 

IBM 4019, 4028.4029.4030 99.00 each 

Kyocera FlOOO/10 10/1 200, P2(IOO 21-00 each 

Kyocera FSOO/320, FSS50 24-00 each 

Oki OL400/S00 21,00 each 

Panasonic KXP44 10/4430 26-00 each 

Panasonic KXF-44(W/5400 1 7-00 each 

Ricoh LP6O0O/1O6O 1 0.50 each 

Shari) JX95O0 25-00 each 

Rin g for Toners not listed 



All Prices INCLUDE VAT (@ 17^%) & FREE UK Delivery 



01543 250377 Ring us or send cheques to: 01543 250377 

Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 406, Owl House, 
5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs, WS14 9SE e^o 





REPAIRS 



WHILE-U-WAITII 

COMPUTERS AND MONITORS 



Attention Dealers 

Rins/Fax Now for best trade prices 

and terms on Repairs, Spares, 

Floppy Drives, Hard Drives, 

CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades. 



• fASTTURNAROUNC 

- 9D DAYS WARRANTY ON ML REPAIRS!! 

- CI IXTRA CHAR6E FOR WHIIi-tl-WAIT SERVKE 

• COURIER CHARQES U.DO * VAT EACH WAY 

• A15ai»ASOaaiA3l)00;A4l)DO - COUOTATION 



A500, A500+ & A600 




A1S00 



£49*95 



MEMORY 

UPGRADES 



A500 



Opgrode 1o 1 Meg 



£13.95 



A500+ 



A600 



A1200 



Upgrade t« S Meg 



lUp^odctaaMes 



fi19.95 



Up3r*dc Is 1 M(s 



£19.95 I £S9.95 



£49.00 eiOf.OO C159.00 CS7f.OO 



ISMHi FTU giliu Crftttl ..-^£39.91 




Om 



INTERHAL 
FLOPPY DRIVES 

A500 £29.95 
A600/A1200 £34.95 



60Mb £59.95 170IVIb £99.95 340Mb £169.95 

80Mb £69.95 SSSMb £129-95 510Mb £249.95 

Call for other capacities and 3.5' hard drives 

All hard drives are pre-formatted, partinoned with 
vvorkbehch loaded, and come with 2.5" IDE cable -t- software 

2.5" IDE Cable + Software £9.95 



CHIPS "^ SPARES -f- ^^CCESS^RIES 

RINQ FOR CHIPS, SPARES AND ACCESSORIES NOT LISTCD MERE 

Kictet3rtROMV1.3 E15.00 1 Meg Fatter Agnus t19.00 SC«!TLe3d 

Kickstart BOM ve.{H £22.00 2 Meg Falter Agnus .- ' ' " 

Kickstart BIDMV5.05 £29.00 Video DAC (A1200) 

ASmif&X+ Keytxard £SO-00 68000 Processor 

A60Q'A1S00 KeytxatJ M.OO 6570 (CcytjCBrd Chip 

ltowerSupplyforA500/A6(K)/AlSOO.£30 00 Mouse (S9Cdpi) 



... £15.00 

£24 00 MouseMat £4.00 

£19-00 10 Boxed BranctedDlsks-i-labeb £6-00 

£8-00 KinterCable £6-00 

lOODiskBcw £7-00 

Squirrel SCSI Interlace E99.Q0 



£20-00 
£15 00 



flMiTflRg249.95 



CD ROM DRIVE! 



INCLUDINS 

SQUIRREI. 

INTERFACE 



JylQ^Q ACCELERATORS 



PLEASE RING 



RING 



GENLOCKS 'O" 



BEST PRICES 



NOV! WIAltABl* 



M 200 without Hard Drive 
Al 200 with 1 70Mb Hard Drive 
A 1200 with 258Mb Hard Drive 



£299,95 Al 200 with 340Mb Hard Drive £449.95 

£369.95 A1200 with 510Mb Hard Drive £545.95 

£399 95 CALL FOR MORE GOOD DEALS 



ANALOGS Analosic Computers (UK) Ltd 

ANALOGIC Unit 6, Ashway C«n«re, Elm Crescent, 

j^lMj^LOGIC Kinssten-upoit-Thanies, Surrey KT9 6HH 



New opening times from the New Year: 
Mon-Fri 8.00am-5.30pm, Sat V.OOam-S.OOpmi 

Telt 0181 546 9575 raiaoi8i54i«ft7i 



■*■ All prices include VAT * AH prices subject to change without notice * Rxcd charge for repair does not include disk drive/keyboard. 
iv We reserve the right to refuse any repair ^ P&P chctrges £3.50 by Royal Mail or £6.00 + VAT for courier ^ Please allow 5 wor1<ing days for cheque cl^arancg 



David Taylor 



PD Select 



ShoDperPublic Domain 



What td 



The Public Domain is a confusing 
and actualiy incorrect term for a 
wliole host of different types of 
ways of releasing programs. 
Here's a brief guide to the types. 

PUBLIC DOIMAIN: This software is 
free. Vbu can do anything with it. 
Anything at ali. Rename it, 
disassemble it, incorporate it into 
new programs, write updates, 
throw it out Some peopie iike to 
then put a note saying "This is 
Public Domain, but..." 
Unfortunately, there are no buts. if 
you iabel a program PD, that's 
what it is. People may brealt your 
moral rights if they do something 
you've asJted them not to, but 
you're stuck with it. 

SHAREWARE: Perhaps the most 
common type of release. 
Programmers take a great deal of 
time over some programs and 
therefore ask for a little 
something in return. 

The Shareware releases tend 
to be the larger programs and 
fees range from £5 to about £20. 
This might sound like quite a bit 
of cash, but with programs of 
quality like ImageStudio, Text 
Engine 5, EdWordPro 5 and 
Freeform, you are getting a 



program that can offer many of 
the trimmings of a commercial 
program for a fraction of the price. 

Many Shareware releases 
have a few limitations built in, 
such as the Save option disabled. 
These are removed in the full 
version which is available by 
registering. Registering often 
takes the form of a keyfile, which 
is a personal file that the program 
will recognise and allow access to 
all the options. 

The advantage of keyfiles is 
that they can be sent to you by 
E-mail - so if you send off the 
registration fee (even abroad), you 
could get the full version within a 
few days. Unfortunately, 
programmers can't expect to make 
that much from Shareware tees 
because few people are prepared 
to send them the money. 

FREEWARE; This is a common 
way of avoiding the lack of control 
PD has. Freeware is generally 
used to ensure the program is not 
modified or sold for profit by the 
unscrupulous - there is normally 
a top amount that can be 
charged for a disk containing the 
program. The program is still free 
and uncrippled, but it is protected 
from abuse. 



POSTCARDWARE/E'MAILWARE: 
Many authors simply want to 

know how their program is faring, 
how many people are using it, 
whether it has any bugs, or if 
there are any suggestions for 
future versions. They therefore 
ask users to send some form of 
mail to them, telling them what 
they think. 

Despite the fact this only 
costs the price of a stamp, far too 
few people actually bother to 
register. This is foolish for two 
reasons. Firstly, if you like the 
program, you probably do want to 
see it continue and programmers 
tend to abandon projects if they 
don't think people are interested. 
Secondly, if the program is good 
and the programmer gets a 
positive response, they are far 
more likely to support the Amiga 
with further programs. 

LICENCEWARE: A scheme for 
programmers to effectively get 
fees for programs without the 
hassle of collecting registrations. 
These programs can only be sold 
by official distributors, and like 
full-price commercial programs, 
must not be passed on to friends. 
Currently, there are three 
LIcenceware companies, F1, 5D 



and Horizon. This trend is growing 
though and individual PD libraries, 
like Shoah PD, as well as 
individual authors, like Ali Prior, 
are selling their own brands of 
LIcenceware. There are more 
details of each in the PD Directory 
on our Coverdisks and in the 
interview with F1 LIcenceware in 
ASE>7. Licenceware has several 
advantages. Authors don't have to 
worry about anything and users 
gel a cheaper product, because it 
generates more revenue. 

GIFTWAREiTTiese programs may 
or may not be the full version. 
Either way, the author asks you to 
register, by sending them some 
form of gift. Some ask for specific 
gifts, like CDs, while others just 
ask you to send them anything 
you can think of. 

???-WARE: There are then all the 
different types of ware, such as 
Beetware (send the user a fresh 
beet). These are largely quite 
jokey, like the one that demands 
that you try and make as much 
money from the program as 
possible and may not pass it on 
for free! On the whole, the authors 
would probably settle for a 
communication of some kind. 




Speeds 

speed 8 is another collection of 
packed demos, this time taken from 
the entries at the "Intel Outside" 
party. There are quite a few 64K 
demos and some very good 4K ones 
even. Best of all, tliere has been a real effort to 
produce tntros that don't require the AGA 
chipset or a fast processor so that they run fine 
on an A500+ or A600. 

The front menu is really well presented and 
fits perfectly with the amusing tune that plays 
{I'm not saying any more, you'll have to take a 
look, or listen, yourself). 

I had one of the intros guru the computer, 
but that was on an A1 200. In addition there 
are three chiptunes with the program, 
although my real favourite was the tune that it 
boots up playing. 



Verdict: 90% 



star buy 




Speed S offers some eJfce//enf 
demos packed on to one disk, 
has a coal front-end and boots 
with amusing music. 



Phreaking Only 5 

This is a disk magazine which is dedicated to 
the dubious - well downright illegal actually - 
pastime of phreaking. 
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Iconographies is a fabulous set 
of repiacement icons that come 
packed down to save space, 
together with a sensible 
installation system that uses a 
customised icon installer. 



i^BLi-^tg^m^ 



Issue 58 I 



January 1996 



Phreaking is a joyous hobby involving 
the illegal use of computers and electronics in 
an attempt to deceive the telecommunications 
companies by tampering with their 
telephone systems. 

The articles are largely concerned with 
Stateside happenings and make an interesting 
read. In case you're wondering, Phreaking 
Only doesn't actually give you any information 
on how to phreak. It dees, however, detail the 
arrests of several people who have - 
although whether those details are accurate 
is impossible to tell. 

There is also a section concerning PGP 
signatures and how effective they are, which is 
interesting. There's also a great deal of jargon 
and slang and the minimalist front-end confirms 
that this is a diskmag for tech heads. There's 
some interesting stuff on here, but it's a bit 
sparse, generally. 



Venlict: 73% 



rPD 81 



ShopperPublic Domain 



David Taylor 



M 



Whilst tfte great Tomato Soup debate rages 
on across the office in Amiga Format, we 
forego the expression of OMr opinion to bring 
you the reviews of the latest Licenceware 
titles. Is there nothing we wont do for you? 
Well, It depends on the price actually. 



MidiCraft Samples 8 

This disk simply contains 36 sound samples in 
standard Amiga format. They are all "classic 
Synth instruments and sound effects". They are 
also of a high quality, which explains their size. 
The price is not that much more than many PD 
disks, so if you are looking for these types of 
samples, it's not exactly costing that muci\. Still, 
it's not the most inspired release ever. 



Verdict: 80% 



Nothing but AlViOS 8 

This is the "long •awaited" release of the 
diskmag for AMOS coders. It contains articles, 
graphics, music and samples for use in your 
own AMOS creations. The articles are almost 
non-existent and there are only three graphics 
(which are quite good), two modules (hum) and 
loads of samples, which are at least ideal for 
games. In addition, there is a code directory for 
you to look at. There is code for games and a 
lottery predictor. It's not bad really. The 
presentation is clean, unlike some diskmags 
and it's easy to find what you're interested in. It 
might not seem to have masses on it, but at 
least what is there is good. 




Verdict: 80% 



Kids Only 

Apparently, this package was 
originally intended for commercial 
release, which I think might have 
stretched it a little bit, but only just. 
It is a collection of seven small 
games for children to play. Like the 
Magic Paint Box that won so much praise, the 
secret to this program's success is the simplicity 
of the idea executed in such a way that it keeps 
kids of all ages playing. 

The dot to dot game for example isn't too 
picky and it understands which dot you mean 
when you click near one. When you complete 
the picture, a tune plays and the numbers 
disappear leaving you with a compete picture to 
colour in. There are several levels too, so you 
can choose how many dots you want. 




Right: Touch Typing 

Tutor couid (each you a 

useful sl(ill for the small 

cost of treence ware. 



Below: Some of t/ie 
pictures supplied on 
nothing But AMOS 8 
for you to use in your 
own programs. 
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The other games are: Colouring Pad, l-Spy, 
Music Maker, Word Search and Pairs. 

In tact that idea is carried through to all the 
games, so you can have simple or complex 
picture slides for example. What can I say? It 
might not be as fully creative as Magic Paint 
Box, but it will keep the little ones entertained 
on the rainy days. A great purchase for small 
children (or immature adults). 



Star buy 



Verdict: 90% 



iViidiCraft Mag 8 

irAi 




The diskmag for Amiga musicians, 
or so it claims. This is a mag 
compiled by the Amiga musicians 
featured in ASS 3 and even contains 
some of the advice that they 
supplied then. The editorial is 




f'<4/M 
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Kids Only offers 
seven games to keep 
"them" occupied 
Willie you do more 
important "things". 



interesting and diverse. There are tutorials for 
beginners and some finished modules. The disk 
also contains some music-related utilities. 

Although the front-end to the mag is easy 
to use and I would recommend this, especially 
at the price, to all musicians who want to feel a 
bit more part of a group or want some tutorials 
even, but why did they use "much mo re" as the 
text reader? Scrolling articles are a pain in the 
neck. Do us a favour, change the text viewer. 



Star buy 



Verdict: 90% 



AMOS AG A Extension 

You might have seen a rather extensive 
advertising campaign tor this program by 
AmigaNuts PD. Sadly they are no more, but F1 
has now released the title £6 cheaper than was 
originally intended. It is not a complete set of 
commands because they are still under 
development, but there are 22 on offer so far, 
from AG A Screen Open and AG A Draw Mode to 
AG A Unpack and AG A Text. 

There are full documents for each 
command and some example AMOS programs, 
and an installer. OK, it would be nice if this was 
a completed extension, but the only way it will 
continue to grow is with support, so I can 
understand the premature release. You're 
paying under 20p per command. Decide for 
yourself whether you think it's worth it. 



Verdict: N/A 



Touch lyping TUtor 

Learning to type "propeMy" Is a 
real pain, but if s increasingly a 
necessary employment skill (unless 
you're a journalist). However, there 
are only a few typing tutors 
available and this Licenceware one 
has a lot to commend it. 

There are various exercises to do and you 
can then try your hand at the sample texts. 
There are also options for exercises on specific 
letters that you are having trouble with. The 
screen shows you the words you must type and 
an on-going interpretation of the number of 
words per minute that you are managing. 

The main part of the screen is a rendition 
of the keyboard, showing you which letter you 
should be typing. At the bottom are two hands, 
which show you which finger you should be 
using for the letter. If you get It wrong, the 
computer beeps at you. Although it's written in 
AMOS and doesn't look amazing, this tutor is 
well worth the money. I always find the trouble 
is breaking my two-finger typing habit, but 
maybe I'll give it another go now. 




Verdict: 90% 



star buy 
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FiXcu PkiiCE ONiy £42*99 inci. 

* Price includes PARTS, LABOUR, DELIVERY & VAT 



(Asw^.Aeooiinir) 






i|e 90 Day warranty on all repairs 

* 24 Hour turn-around on most repairs 

* All upgrades purchased from us fitted free with repair 

* Includes FULL DIAGNOSTICS, SERVICE & SOAK test 
)K If drive or keyboard need replacing add £10-00 

AMIGA A1200 P £5X«99 Fully inclusive 

Wl- ■ . S I* c Ci J% 1-,-. -^.feig^fcW ^ . .^^ 



A500 Motherboard v7 

Fully populated (KS205) 
A570 CD ROM DRIVE 
Works Kith A500 & A500 Plus 
A500 Internal Drive 



C99.eo ASOO Plus Mothertward v8 U4<eo 

Fully populsled (KS205) 

EXTERNAL DRIVE iaS.99 

ForA500m60B/M200 

A6CK)/1200 Internal Drive £}S.9S 



^■cnips 


1 


8372A1 Meg Agnus 


«4Jo 


8375 ZMea Agnus 


CZ4.10 


LISA (A12(X)) 


£}2.70 


8374 Alice {A12Q0) 


«W-70 


8362 Denise (ASOO) 


C9.M 


8373 Super Denise 


ci8.ite 


6719 Gary 


£7.*0 


8520 CIA (A500/+) 


CIZ.O0 


8520 CIA(AS00/1 200) 


cii.»a 


BSH Paula (MOO/t) 


UI.I4 


8364 Paula (PLCC) 


CIb.7B 





i \ 


BBCDDCPU 


UStiO 


Video DAC (A 1200) 
Kickstart1.2 


ei9.jo 


£4>10 


KickslJrt1,3 


EI6.94 


Kickstart2.04 


£1L4I» 


Kickslart 2.05 


ei».9« 


Klckstarta.l (A500) 


ESS.OO 


Rom Stiarer 


Elf.«« 


NEW MoElulaitors 


£19-tO 


Xchange Modulators 


CI8.IM 


Aii 5parB are isctoiyftSAf and gemiine 


Commmiofspaiis.Mcomewitn J^ 


mmtfis mrf?f!ty ^mspf cffips} 



CHIPS 



A500 Keyho^rrl £3S.oa 

ASOO Keyboard CX9.00 

A1 200 Keyboard £M-«> 

A50Q«O0i'1200PSl cis.so 

A2000/A3000 PSJ MS.M 

VGA Adaptor ai.fo 

2.5 HARD DRIVES P.OJ^ 

WE CAN SUPPLY ANY AMIGA 
500/600/1200 SPARE PART 
AND KEEP A FULL STOCK 



Add El ,50 P&P on chips, E3.O0 P&P on Drives & PSUs We reserve the righlto refuse repairs 



E 



imflTiii ALL DEALERS 

OuF Company trffer te raoM Mjrgetitive_d_dta^ .^E'L^Jl". il!}'!™ ??""£*??'- 



Cfedit feciliiy mAMs. SEND FOl FHSINFORMATIO^I PACK SSPMESCATALpGUETODAY 




SBnlG8linilE1U|inif92f7D069 

FUt(DI1fi)S9G43 



DUrCM9rterSenlc«(U) 

IBS Londn Road IBCenB 112 OFF 




C'omp utenServices 

7(cG'M4Hi»k%Cv.ff>^ A division of O.A. Oompulers Lt 



FAST AMIGA 

REPAIRS 




FAULTY TROUBLESOME 
COMPUTER?? 

CALL FOR COLLECTION OR 

PERSONALLY DEUVER TO THE 

EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE 

REPAIR OF YOUR AMIGA 

FOR ONLY 

£24-99+ PARTS 

+ NO OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE 



WE REPAIR TO COMPONENT LEVEL 
ASOO, A600, 1200, 1500, 2000, 3000, 4000 & CD32 



* FREE GIFT WITH EVERY REPAIR * 
PLEASE SPECIFY 



MOUSE MAT Q 

MOUSE HOLDER Q 

DISK CLEANING KIT □ 

ADD £5 REPLACE MOUSE Q 

ADD £5 JOYSTICK SEGA STYLE . . .□ 



BARGAIM HARD DRIVES 

FITTED 85-500Mb Call 

EXCHANGE SERVICE 

MODULATORS £19-50 

PSU El 9-50 

DISK DRIVES £25-50 

KEYBOARDS £25-50 




*95% SUCCESS RATE ON ALL COMPUTERS 

*DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION OF YOUR COMPUTER 

ANYWHERE IN THE UK 

142 TANNER STKEET, TOWER BRIDGE, LDKDON SEl ZtiO 

Call FAST on 0171 252 3553 

E-MAIL PETER@FASTCOMP.DEMON.CO.UK 




D-ROM..XD-RQAL.miilH„mROM..miQlL„ISD-ROM..lllH^ 




AminetSeeZ 



AMINET® SET 2, dated November 1995, 
consists of opprojtimoJefy 4 gigabytes of 
software in 12.000 archives. Whether you 
like applications, gomes, communkaHons 
or programming, the SET gives you aJI you 
need. Easy to use index files and search 
facilities make accessing it a pleasure. 



120 MB 


Utilities 


270 MB 


DacjmerYrs 


40 MB 


text sofrware 


75 MB 


Business software 


630 MB 


Pictures & onimfltions 


170 Mfl 


Griipiiics software 


150 MB 


MiscellaneDus 


630 MB 


Graphics & sound demos 


250 MB 


Games 


110MB 


Developmant sof1^v□^e 


10 MB 


Pisk/HD tools 


SMB 


Hardware related 


340 MB 


Music modules 


150 MB 


Communications r^^ 
Music software ^ ^7* 


30 MB 



M^M^ 



[I 



^4'^DlRpM^,SE# 




Aminet 9 



Aminet® CD 9, doted December 1995, 
contains more thanl giigabyte (uncom- 
pressed) of software in thousands of 
orchives. Since the release of AminehS^ CD 
8 more than 500 M& nev/ soFtv/ore hos 
appeared. The Current edition has o 
speciol focus on gomes. Neorly 1^000 
breathtoking gomes were included. 



19 MB 


Business software 


36 MB 


Communications 


84 MB 


Graphics & sound demos 


23 MB 


Development software 


3 MB 


Disk/HD tools 


129 MB 


Documents 


327 MB 


Gomes 


34 MB 


Graphics software 


1 MB 


Hordware related 


46 MB 


Miscellaneous 


156 MB 


Music modules 


9 MB 


Music software 


106 MB 


Pictures & animations 


10MB 


text software 


28 MB 


Utilities ^ 



A^ 



q5 




XiPaint V3.2 



XiPoint is a leading edge, 24-bif point pro- 
gram, tfs suited to the demonds of novice 
ond expert olike, and wtthin o short time, 
you too ^vtlE be oble to produce colourful 
and creative ort in 16.8 million colours. 
This version of XiPaint provides o profes- 
sionoi poir>t progrom at on unbeotable 
price/performance ratio. 
Overview of Features: ' Diverse point 
Functions including colour^ controsJ^ and 
saturation adfustment ■ Mosk, outline^ 
recotour and fill functions - Airbrush with 
adjuitoble sproy Functions ■ Light-table 
function for monipuloting montoges ond 
animottons ■ Text functions with onti-ali- 
osing using Compugrophtc fonts ■ Support 
for a voriely of graphic formats ■ Unliinited 
Undo ■ Diverse manipulation of alpha 
channel ■ Supports mony graphic cords ' 
Loyers to contbine diFFerent projects ■ 
ARexx port * Drag & Drop colours ■ Exter- 
nal filter module ^ Extensive documenta- 
tion - 60 textures^ 50 londscopes, 30 other 
pictures and mony fonts included. 



?>' 



1.0 




IVetl\?ews Offline Vol 1 

NetNews OFFIine Vol. 1 is the first drsk of a 
new bimonthly published series of Ami- 
ga^ CD-ROMs whtcfi contains all Amiga*^- 
related newsgroups from the internet. 
Every volume feotures obout 70.000 ortic- 
Ees which contain hot rumours, importont 
information about o\\ aspects of the Ami- 
ga^, press^releoses^ discussions ond flome 
warSf .., X A newsreoder is inclucled. 
NetNews Offline is the cheop alternative 
of getting in touch with Usenet £14.95 



All products ore avallobie in your local 

Amiga-shop or tlirough notional 

moi E-ord er-eomponies 

internoHonot Distributor: 




Grenvi Me Trading Internationol GmbH 

Zimmersmuhtenweg 73 

61440 Oberursel ■ Germany 

Tel +49-6171-85937 

Fax +49-6171 -8302 

EMdh CompuServe 100336,1245 



ShopperClassifieds 



January 1996 



Issue 58 



jK^ 



AM 

SHOPPER 

0122S kkllkk 

ADVERTISING 

RATES 

£35 + VAT 

per Company entiy 

AMIGA SHOPPER 
MARKET PLACE 
Beauford Court 
30 Monmouth Street 
Bath, Avon 
BA1 SBW 

Teit 01225 442244 
Fax: 01225 480325 

We accept cheques 
for payment ^^ 



For 2 disk catalogue with FREE CAME 
included (it's a goodie too!) please send 3 
1st class stamps or a cheque for 7Sp to... 

MmwlPdl 

Aii di5l<s 99p each 

{plus 70p p&p on any size order) 

We also sell blank disks at low prices. 

Arrow Pd, PO Box 7. Dover. Kent, CT15 4AP 



5 






Amos + C + Blitz 
PROGRAMMERS REQUIRED 



Generous royalties plus 
BONUS for best sellers 



Tel/Fax: 01709 888127 
for free information pack 



JUST IN - INTERNATIONAL GOLF 
a.SO P&P FREE 



I Lower Mill Close, Goldthorpe, 
Rotherham, S Yorks S63 9BY 



UiQAKS UtlTH RHY 

INb nniGR 



ohLthi >i> 



iX: 




dltUtte ^J>, D^ASI, 



ntfS 3 Aik tDhilDgvQ lisHng 10000+ PD riri» 
Ev«ry 10 disks ordftTAd chooM 1 :^fiif 

• ASSASSINS • 

^'^I'j'ifi'^''^ ybnV «» CWsters, Kolsdl laiw, 
_ SA£ ^ Pofmhy^ UwfpooJ 

FRED FISH 

1-1 odo 



137 JPX 
Id: 01704 134 US 



mt^ 



a^ Owtty Puhlit Domiin i Slutewore nhwm, indulM 

'-' .t. .„. L... J _!_ .^jj ^ ^(j 

:filH,3ll9l{Hts, 



tbi im best demos, nni, vaxi and ttlil!.' 

" " iplicfili 



AJto a b^ selecliwi ef gmpll 
HKf Is m imdules. 

N«w Files odtninci! ilgify hm BBS's 
EHMlry nni olso frtnn the fntemet. 

Over S.OOO disks id Aaan (ran. 

Disks mly £1 mil, 
75t P&F Ml order 



iidtk 



PiUicedcitiLli^E auajMde 
Only £] U1C F%P 



COHHEfL W» EITT, PO BBK 23^ WlfiHEK. CHEiHRE WJll iZS 



KE\r =11 

Software 



TOP QTIAIJTY AMIGA PD A SHAftl':WARE 



wotx & unoj ONLY £1 My 
ncK YOim own fkugeaui bit 

JUlME, KLIUEK ft STTPj rfg BrtSVt 



lEE FRIENDLV KELT, POST 
OR FIIONE APJYTME! 



SOI I il CHOTDON 
^'L HKI-.'^ CI! J -ns 



THE 1JFA1>F|1 . OTHERS CAN OmX HHJJ.1W1 



ARNOLD COMPUTER SUPPLIES 

BUwk IHlki Eis-oo per so inc. labels 

nSHD Diski £ii.f D per so (Pn-biniuttMi) 

PD LIBRARY NOW OPEN! 

PI«flH s*fti £1 or 4 1st (loss stamps tor <otalogi» 

Free local detiwer^ arwj instalBtion (10 mile ratjiusj 

Many more items etoched. 

Plaa« pti&ne or fax for lalest prices. 

Barry Voce OXIS 9Zb 4973 
II Camtrion Street, Arnold, 
^_ NattUigham NGs SCR 




biUilUitiM 




i BMi ii i i t Mt ' i nn a 




FREE 

PGSTRGE e MCKIKC 



HtanoTin iidtne Construction Kit 



ymi t<}o can ct fate your own pktifnrtjt ga^ites with no progra?timing kttit^-ledge whatfoever!" 



O fullrj iested coTfifTGrcial product 

O or-lifie help feature 

O easy-tti-ijse miv odilor alLoms you to 

[IraLi thp scrsens' 
O object editor lets gou selei;t nintiun 

paths ,ifid ,iiiiiiirilii;iii patterns for ijour 

m game 'rasties' 
O arid pur emp title, 'g.ime uvef apd 

'tjaipe coippleted' screeps 



O free deran game disk ipctuded 
O free technical support liclpliiie 
O creates e«ecutat)le disks 
O eiierythiBg controlled tiy the mouse 

only {^ M 



ORDERING DKT/iJLS - photscopy or ail out tht tyrdsrform and send H together with a cheqiie/FQ 
payable to D Smith to: PGCK Offer, Flat 11,4 Sossfyn Road, Longtm, Staffs ST3 4JD 



.VrtWf & aJtircm 



PSstsatc 



Fhsm 




rd/fKi8l942 4979ZS 
or01G9iG2Soe3 

We stock alJ Ihe lakrfPubLic Ddmain software and BWJt besjJcs^ 

Send an S.A.t and a Joosf Stamp for yoai FREE calaJogue disk- 

fD prices; 1.-10 60p, 11-^ 70p,2l+ fiOp, PiPiFREE 

We ttlau sell 5c lit Hand Ehives, BLank Ddsks and ottwr 

peripherals. We CtfJy use new Fuji LMsks ■& all Ofdors 

»K 9ent by 1st da&s pceL 

5 &S^i^l4S Cidtnw I jne, Wigan. Uncs WN6 7BM. 

Ami^ cftthiisiasts catering toT Ainiga enthusiiists 



Creoser Graphics 

Image to disk copying sei^ice I 

Any hortfcopy dr video rrnoge fran$lef red lo 6itk 

for yi3U^ pflrsoFHii vsb. 

50p pef disk + 20p per irw^ 

All Ampga graphks modea cdter^ for including: 

HAM 8 and JPEG. 

For full delaili s-end S.A.E. lo 

30 Briar Avanua, Spnngfiey, Oldhom OL4 2PG 

or pho«e 0161 627 223S tjerwsen 7-?'pm 



ANIH 1 PD 

AN1MATIONS/SLIO€SHOWS/GAME5 

2 FARTHER WELL AVENUE, WE&TMAUING 
KENTME19 6NG 

RD.OAMES^P PER DISK 

POSTAGE 50p PER ORDER U.K 

PRICE PIR 10 Oiks - £7-75 INC P+P 

CATALOGUE FREE WITH ORDER OR SEND 

2x bl CLASS STAMPS. 

Aino ouus oNur 



1 AGA Wegoboll 

2 Mojquerflde AGA [2|i 
J Evil IfihcFb AGA 

4 Cyberlech Corp AGA (2) 

5 AGA Tefris 

6 Mororolo Invadsfs 2 \7] 

7 Knotty 

6 Emerald Mine 2 

9 RokflPz 

10 AGA Klondike [3f 

1 3 AGA To The Death 

1 2 AGA Wissilfts |2] 

1 3 AGA B«e4le 

1 4 AGA Bocmori 

1 5 Ajirto Mobiles 



lA Super Pacmon 
17 Kartfff CKorftp 
IS Digoer 

19 BofdM 

20 WoritTDarts 
2i GaloKy''?3 

22 CrOfi'iC The Hedgehog 

23 Ice Runner 

24 Tochyon 

25 Moose Df iver 

26 Dilhel in Space 

27 Fatal Million 2 
2S High Octone 

29 Slofki&e 1 3 m 

30 FireFly Sbooi 'em 






ARE YOU SEEKING A 
DECENT EXTRA INCOME? 

Fixed «Ms fooibaJI forecasting is iwl ofteo consideial by 
people lDDld.ng for entra incomf, mainJy bccaLLsc they doii'E 
know much ^tmic the pocis and as a result would pnaMsly 
raiely win if tbcj cri«f. Bm, hy using precise logiCv "wiitiiidg." 
can be lumcd into fl meclmiical Dcin-emciuonal event. 

Let nw explain - by iiaiu| natural laws, science, Tnathematics, 
pfofcabib[)i plus compiutcr and professional siaiisLical 

analysis^ an average 'strike' race of 77 times out of 10 is 
consistently achcived, with the winning oddi being becween 
5-1 & lOO-l. 

'Ill is is a trial and successfnl scicniific method which coosiscs 
(.![ applying certain fixerf odcb principles safely, rtinvtisting 
winnings in a controlktl manner and accumulating a steadily 
gDjwing wealth. What you are Lwing offered is [be chance to 
become a member of ciu of the most eicdtisive clubs in the 
world - tlbc successful! 

Por a fiee full information pack just write or pJiow $ni give 
vour nantt and addiess- You will also be sent copies of recent 
lar^c winning cheques as proof that the club can make yrw 
big money for smaJl stakes. As they say — nothing succ^ds 
like success. 

RW. Marketing, Bahnhof, 
66 Clackmannan Road, Alloa FK104DA 

Tel: Q1259 724220 



Plezl Link V1.6 

FlDd-LiBk Blmn you ta rud Ulld wrih la Mas hum arentlier oimiiiilBr, 
JItcludidO tht ablny to mn utaitiBS fnirn Itw warktHtidi or tU. 
■k He* iliH' HxniHibr'E hai drfKAfaipp)' ^nm 



Ml incLuded 



■*■ Ffh He iftlitt* Fills trwM^M 

# ^MciUe. intttnlandliltsks.iiKttidingpii]' 

* Link liblirY - ttr dffVekfws. with Eompla »wn 



Reduced pftee c^ 
ONLY £30 00 

For « Uiatlid f^rlad 



Rer»Mved In 
Arniga ShgppEr 
AugusUSepr 



lel^fAonc (014B2II 30d2D2 



1 QvkcTHiA (ZliUA, 



AMIGAHOLICS PD 

THE 100% AMIGA PD LIBRARY 

Disk catalogue coritaia^ latest Utililies, Ediitaliun, 
Clip Art^ Fonts, LED Legal Tools, Fish Disks, Musk 

and of coLU'se Gamca, Demos & Slideshows. 
We also sell CDs & Hardware - ask for price list. 

Sewf Uxr^ &AE ur two 1st class sSantps for FREE CStittopte 



s™d cht,«s/po, to; PD Disks f Kftia dlr 

Dep. AS Amigahoiics PD, mt Seasons Greelings 

Kiddcrmmstcr, Wbrcs DY1Q ITE Pasl, FiTKn,, and Fmurt 



«^»dE PD 

Thousands oi^dtles a'fSnly 50p each! 
Buy ten disks get ^e free! 

* now sloi^k fc^Fiih l-tOOO, T-BAO; Stupe md moic! 
Flu i, (;iicaloguc dL^ ^^^^M^fel <'^^ '^'^^ ^I'i ii^ ^AE Iv: 

Tree House PEJ^Baktree Close, 
SLobomugh, Warehim Dorset BH20 5BP 

Pkaic make elie.^ i.« s/PO's payable to TrccHouBC PD 



COLOUR MONITOR £10 

Our cusHwn rmade leads wlH 05Piw?n jrwir old Amistrad tlotiicor 
to woii; wltlt j.^ur Amiga pvinj a criip R-CB. colour pJciure & 
cpiional quality imptliied scerea lounct. 
DIY 
464f6\2B {CTH644/0) Pltuin? Only £6 

4(.AfA\2S ^CTMft44j'0) Inc Smreo Speakers £31 
4H/6I1B PLUS [CMI4) Inc Seund £9 

Milt,\li Green (GT-feS) Picnure Only C6 

Dept AS, Hag^irt Electronics, 
l^t Htgti St, 5tieeime», Kefit MEH lUD 
TcKFax 01 795 663336 Mgn cy back appr^jval PSP inc 

aniPn TBT^ [^DELIVERY 2 DAYS 



MADE 



ilO 



mll(^ft■l^lIlltk ^^l^^yl■l]^yli*■ 

MaslHtrig ^i^ Bt<3t\niA |WB 1 ?| £9 AS 

Maetving Amiga BeantMn |Wfi 3\ £1 CK 

UiifiBrinj Amiga CN^ 2 Vol ? IfiBtefmea] _^ „„ £1P9$ 

Uulffing Amiga PiutIbtb _ . ^ „_ _, -, _ ElBflS 

KtoSltiiftg Amiga Syfltm „„^ „ _ _ EZ9fl5 

htaalatHig Ami^ AMDS „ _„ ^^ t^iJ^ 

MaelwT'ig Amiga ArsKK „™„ „™„ „ „ QtK 

MsPlBi+13 Amiga OOS 3 Tiitw ,.„_ „ ^ E31-K 

M3Etef^pAm^DOS3R»lefHi» „ „ n. „ ^ £21 g$ 

litWlwwiB Anr»na (X)S Scnft E1&» 

».teUiVi0Aiirig«PrOfli4intii^SwnlB „ „„_ £21.95 

AinlsaA120DB«orMnP^^ „„ „„ ^M 

AiT4sBAl20DWnitD«eliPMic _ „„ „„ „ ESftSS 

AiT)^ Gamsis Siihle Vol I „ ^„ „ E1495 

Amigi AMO Hwder QuWa „_„ «, , , „ C14^ 

Am>giA1S»ln«UvQuhh _ .„„ ..^- ei4J5 

AISOOhlBKlSim „ „„„ „„„ „_ „_ „ CHJS 

Am^ DbfcEt L DftMi „ -„«„.,„„„„„„ 'Ct^eS' 

AtoZ _ ^„„ et4B 

r litstder Guide _ "£14.^ 

. . . Rpl Mcninl r2nd Ed wet Sa . . . . Q.te 

Amiga FK3M Ketnal IrKhnfra C2nd Ed WBI.^ „ „ £\4M 

Amiga Hantwara fM Manuai prd Ed WBZ] - - „ .. .CSH 

Amlo«nOMKvnhh(Ai(l»03ni&f] _ J3IJG 

Am(0a POM Knmt Unwte [3nl Ed ) _„ .. . .^Iffi 

AiTil^RDMKMiitDhriM^OfdEd^ .- „ £2SJ6 

Amiga ReaF-Tkna 30 QnfAica _ ^^„ t14H 

Con^ijvfa { Ciian Am^ Eddcn „ ^ , _ „^ .£14« 

Amii^ e»m» U^is Manual ^ ^ „ „„ . , , £16 9S 

Amk^ BASIC; A EMihfliid &jd» .„ „ _ „ £lS» 

Secrela ol Fronbw ElBB „ „„„«„„ „ HW 

Tfltall Amiga iiVoiUHrKfi ..„„,, n. £19 W 

TotaE Amiga ODS „ £21 ^ 

Totat Amiga AMdftiUw „„ £24 » 

HK ujBfuiDii] AA Hfplnj 

FREE pottaoe In Iff!. Europe acim i WMiMdff aur^u naJ 

odd £1 p9r itttiL Aimvl oiAkta EiHOfH add ±5%. 

5«id SA£ hr il»crfptiv» H^vWEigua'. W> «too 1 

iVMMIfa' 



7"eJ/Ffljrtlt?ije^f^5[Ki, ytceess* Visa orders accepted 



PINPOINT INTERNET BBS 



YOUR OWN INTERNET E-MAIL ADDRESS, GIGS OF FILES ON LINE, 
GIFS, jreOS, UNLMITED DOWNLOADING NEW HLES ADDED DAILY 



yOUR INSTANT INTERNET GATEWAY 



NO QUESTIONNAIRES OR REGISTRATIONS, JUST STRAIGHT 
ONTO THE NET FOR GRAPHICS, NEWS AND MUCH MUCH MORE 



TEL: 0839 363608 

All speeds to 28,8kbps, 8 data bits, 1 stop, no parity 



NO SUBSCRIPTIONS NO QUESTIONS ASKED 

All calls charged at 39p/min cheap. 49p all other times 
CBSLtd 131NW66RG 



Amiga Shopper 84 



Issue 58 
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Shopper Classifieds 



FREE PD 
SOFTWARE 



AMIGA - PC - All Commodore 

Call (Ot81} 651 5436 or 
Write to: 45 Brookscroft, Linton Glade, 

Croydon CRD 9NA 
}ndepend0nt Cotntno^iore Products Users Group 



Roberta Smith DTP 

Public r>4)niiiin & SharciA'arc' 



190 Falkidin Way 
lj>ndi>n VWII 6JR 
Tfl: (It HI j^? I(i2h 



IHAPPY NEW YEAR 



l»^^li^.'J..L^W? 



AMKiA I'liblitL.Dtmiain 

(Dept AS) 28 Felrofi Close, Matchhorough Ea^t. 

Redditch, Worts &9e OAG 

Tet; 01527 517815 Mobile: 0956 43&123 

I-IOM. TOloft 3I>1 



All Di>k575p P«r Disk 

ir».-<irf «fal 75f> 1U Luldl UliJiM 10Ci;iVt» ri.^. 

Send SAE for a Free Disk CatalogueM 



SPECIAL OFFER • AMIGA DRIVES 



A500 floppy drives, 1 year warranty 
£25.00 (incl. delivery & VAT) 
2.5" roM hard drives: 340MB 
£165.00 (incl. delivery & VAT) 



FRC ELECTRONICS LTD 

Tuj; 111734 47V5;(I Fax; 01734 461453 



Are YoD Missing Out dtt th« 
VERY BEST AMIGA User Gioup*???? 



Chk Com^uttr CJufa Offer 

* QlHl {ItKWiH v o\\ [DmpulBf QD«k ■ Ikwmdi •! Nnr Cvilacts * 

' Rm Ht^ & ,^« - G^byiK d Fi» PD.'^hinfWDK Itvnt ttir Menben Oh^ l«( ■ 

• lUgulnr NEMdettHT* Wnd-hand HoKhKIt, ^^ItMre BujghrAaM • 
♦ PfiB Lou (nsl Mtfm\ tmimdidfl • PeqtS and AdvHft fr«n iiS.M • 

• Ibfl fcssl Osknn ad Jtfani il PD/yrvewQre ides an ifek d untnlipnihle 

mtmbf -CHili^ pritBu 

/wtf Htf tt^ iiW 'ft HKSM ^ randiM on ^f /v DUr fXti tnfn BKi( ra: 



tCJ. Of 0. W B(W III, Gerrilflj CftMt, IlKhl Hfl M? (tlTn) WtTJ 






KUlClC DOMAIN 
50F EACM 

F05T AriD FACKjriQ mEE 
A FKEB CATALOCjUfi 

0589 722502 
AMIGA 

' * FO BOX 1T9, READnr,, 
BGimSttlRE RG30 3DD, EnGLAFID 






Torn- 



la difk. 
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10 Cofenso Street 

Hartlepool^ 

Cleveland 

TS26 9BD \pii'5op^ 

CVER SO0O+ Oualily Public Domain & Sliareiware 
NEWFILES obtained daily from BB's and tine 
INTERNET... 

We Stock the lot: Fred Fish, Scope, Fonts, 
Assassins, TBags, MagicWB, CllpArt, Games, 
Sasiness Software, Special Packs. PLUS MANY 
MORE... 

Send Just £1 and receive our superb custom- 
w/ritten AUTO ORDERING CATALOGUE disks, 
easy-to-use, point & click, option to 
PRINT/SAVE order list. 
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Wfty ptrt ii^ with muddy colours from your firmterl 
Your artwork mvmr loo/u os good os if does on tfw monitor 

Using +)w lofest s+crf«-of-f)K-or+ tecfwo/tgy we con transfer 
your Imojes to HilJH ^OSS or CL^AH Wny/ Jn 



/I// fi/^\&A and PC forwafs cotersd tor 
i Ccm be used outdoors (vettfc/e grophics etc). £20 - IZin X lOin and pro rata 
Supplied mounted on '/sin board or rott ftrm ready to apply 
■R/ng 0I2I 6Hi 5WZ for detoik Fax 0121 &i3 Om or write to: 



4 Lee Bank Business Centre, Holloway Head, Birmmsham 
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C.D.R. COMPUTERS LTD 

203 Stamford Street, Ashton-under-Lyne, Lanes. 



WHEN WE SAY WE ARE SPECIALISTS IN AniOA 



Specialist suppliers of word processing 
software and Amiga add-ons. 

For exceptional service and best value for money on all things "Amiga" 
contact Robin or Lorraine who have been In the business for over 20 
years, Enquiries v/elcome from anyv/here '^ . -— - J- ^^^ » (S 
the UK. Major credit cards accepted. /\ Vl I I ^ /\ 
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scanning resoludon 

Scanner Fad 

€9.95 

.;:■ SEE With -*;■ 
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Mnltiface ni card 
AT-BtM-aoo8 IDE controller 
Octogon-aoos SCSI controller 
TMi<l«in CD & IDE eontroUer 



RISTMAS0FF 

GrtHyScaU) Scanners/ AlCaSrean i 

"ONLY 800dpi Hand Scantier for the Amiga! 
Scanner with AlfaScan Software £89.00 

with Touch- Up & Merge-It Software* 
Separately £35.00 with scanner Add £20.00 

with Junior OCR* (needs HD & 2.5MB Memory) 
Separately £25,00 with scanner Add £1 0.00 

with Full OCR* (needs HD & 2.5MB Memory) 
Separately £35.00 with scanner Add £20.00 

with Multipass OCR* (needs HD & 4MB Memory) 
Separately £49.95 with scanner Add £30.00 

£79.00 ' 



£09.00 
E99.00 
£69.00 



AUaPower ASOO IDE controller £99.00 



BardDrtvis -i- cMrtrellcr 

SOMB £149.00 

120MB £159.00 

250MB £179.00 

420MB £199.00 

540MB £249.00 

SSOMB £269.00 

1.2GIG £299.00 




AntoMMwe/ 
Switch £12.95 





Stiecial tMs 
montli: 

With every h»ra 

diive purchased 

you can have a 

M^a Mottse for £5 



Crjntal 

TrackBan 

£34.98 



IDE Quad Speed CD-ROM 
Drives 

for A50W5(X>+ (requires AJfaPower v6.8 

+ Hani Drive) C249.W 

for A6OWA12O0 

(ijic CD32 ^muiation) C24ft.O0 

for A150O/A2OOWA3OC»A«0O 

(incTimdeiii) CI 99.00 

Hard Drives for A6O0/Alzoo 

2.5" 60MB £59.00 3.5" 420MB £1 49.00 

2.5" 80MB £69.00 3.5" 540MB £159.00 

2.5" 120MB £89.00 3.5" 850MB £199.00 

2.5" 170MB £99.00 3.5" 1.2GIG £219.00 

2.5 250MB £139.00 

2.5" 340MB £189.00 
I Ram Cards/Memory 

ASOO 512K w/o clock £20.00 

A500+ 1MB w/o clock £29.95 

A600 1MB w/o clock £29.95 

|a1200 2MB with clock £119.95 

OimcalMoitce A 1200 4MB with clock £179.95 
£29.95 A1200 SMB with clock £299.95 

Optical Mouse ApaUo IZXO zSMHz Accelerator 

Mat Give your A1200 350% Performance 

£5.00 Includes Clock & 28MHz FPU 




(includes instructions) 

(and installation software) 

7Xpin SIMMS 

2MB £69.00 
4MB £129.00 
8MB £269.00 

ZIP RAMS 

£89.95/2MB 




Amiga PSU 

tor ASOO, 

A600 & AIXOO 

£34.95 



1 220 Bare Board £99.95 

1 220 with 4MB Memory £224.95 





so watt Speakers £39.95 
X5 watt Speakers £29.95 
X40 watt Speakers £59.95 



Ejctemal 

IFloppf Drive 

£39.96 
wHh ThrouBh Pert 

Mega Mouse 400 £9.95 

Mega Moiue Plus £1 2.95 

(.Three bunorv version with 8' cable 
Performance 97% A.U.I) 



All prices include VAT, Please add £3.50 P&P for items under £30.00, £5.00 for 
items over £30.00, £8.00 P&P foi Scanners & Speakers, £10.00 P&P for next day. 

Goldenlmagc actepts AiJcess, Visa, Cheques & Postal Orders. E&OE. Prices subject to change without noiice. 
Goods subject to availability. Specifications subject to change without notice. 




Goldenlmage (UK) Ltd 

Unit 65, Hallmark Trading Estate, 

Fourth Way, Wembley, Mlddx HA9 OLB E^ 

Sales Hotline No; 0181 900 9291 Fax. oibi m mi 
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This month in Talking Shop: What you thinl< Amiga Technologies are 
doing and the winner of our Taxan monitor is revealed. 



The New Year will bring new 
users to the Amiga now that 
the machines are back on sale 
- and selling out faster than 
they are ordered! It will also 
bring new readers to Amiga Shopper. And 
we want to hear from those new readers, 
as well as all our loyal followers. So, 
please write in and join in any of the 
debates going on In these pages, or tell us 
what you would like to see featured in 
Amiga Shopper. 



End of the line? 




it seems tiiat the wiiole Amiga 
community has been stricl<en 
by a death-wisli now that the 
Amiga has been snatched 
£39 Winrwrj back from a terminal slide into 
obscurity, obsolescence and ridicule by 
Escom, The universal talking down of the 
value of the relaunched A1 200 packs could 
easily undermine the confidence of a timid 
re-entry market and in my view is unjustified 
and dangerous. 

Undoubtedly, the price of a product is a 
factor when individuals make a choice in a 
free market, but to select too low a price, 
thereby undervaluing a product, can have as 
immensely negative effect as overpricing a 
product. The cost of a product has a major 
influence on the way in vi^hich consumers will 
view the quality of the product and therefore its 
desirability. In other words, too low a price 
indicates an obsolete, end-of-line product that 



has low value and desirability. 

To make a profit with this type of product 
the manufacturer needs to sell large volumes of 
the product, i.e. "stack 'em high and sell 'em 
cheap". Do Amiga owners see their Amigas as 
low value, end-of-line products? I think not, and 
if the Amiga community is to survive then the 
Amiga must head for a niche market targeted at 
the strengths of the platform such as low-entry 
price for high functionality, ease of use, superb 
graphics, vast range of excellent PD software, 
expandability, ease of entry into programming; 
and general desirability and high cognoscenti 
status compared with competitors (what can 
you do with £600 entry-level PCs - use them 
as bookends, perhaps?). 

The niche market for the A4000 is naturally 
different and Escom acknowledge this. The fact 
that Escom are not advertising at present makes 




The Amiga Magic bundle can be found in Escom 
shops, Tandy and other High Street stores! 
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it essential for us in the Amiga community to 
ensure that the word of mouth advertising we 
provide is not overly negative, especially as 
word of mouth can and does sell products, or 
destroy them. So be positive and anticipate a 
sell out of the present stocks of A1 200s as this 
is the guarantee of the future of the Amiga. 

The new HD A1 200 pack contains more 
and better software than my Desktop Dynamite 
pack two years ago with no price increase, but a 
large HD - 170IVIb, compared with the 64Mb 
originally in my computer. In other words, it is a 
better value entry-pack primarily targeted at 
consumers looking for easy access to 
productivity software. 

It is obvious that the PC market is now at 
saturation point as manufacturers are unable to 
keep PC prices up without an ever more rapid 
race to fit bigger and faster processors to allow 
memory hungry over-elaborate software to 
function, or else sell basic PCs at knock-down 
prices. The PC market has already entered the 
pile 'em high and sell 'em cheap phase and it is 
to Escom's credit that they have seen the niche 
opportunity afforded by Amiga and the 
Commodore brands and have saved our 
favourite system from obscurity for this year. 

Duncan Neithercut 
Heswall, Wirral 

/ agree that it may have undervalued the 
machine if Amiga Technologies had re-launched 
the Amiga cheaper than they did. i think the 
main problem most people have is that the 
technology hasn't moved on from four years 
ago, whereas there have been major advances 
on other platforms. We /tnow that the Amiga is 
an excellent multimedia machine and is 
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unrivalled as a serious home computer, but I 
think a lot of people were hoping for a 
completely new, redesigned Amiga. 

By the way, Escom are starting to advertise 
the new machines - if only in the Amiga press 
for now. Amiga Shopper first carried an advert 
for Escom in our Christmas 1995 mag and 
you'll find another one in this issue. Amiga 
Technologies are also organising the World Of 
Amiga Show - see our news pages in this 
issue for the latest information on the dates and 
location of the show. 



Eastern promise 

I am reader/subscriber of AS since issue 1 , I 
enjoy reading AS because it is the only serious 
Amiga mag for mature Amiga users and the 
recent enchancements were excellent. Here are 
some suggestions: 

a) 2D graphic/image-processing and FX: I'm fan 
of Joel Hagen, the graphic guru on Amiga 
World, but Amiga World is no longer in 
circulation, we miss his column Accent On 
Graphics, I would like AS to have a similar 
monthly column by JH, so that Amiga users can 
learn tips/techniques and tricks for creating 
imaginative Amiga graphics. 

b) 3D modelling/animation: It's good to see the 
3D tutorials back, I am a Imagine user thanks to 
an Amiga Format Coverdisk, I have since 
upgraded to Version 3,3. Amiga Format have run 
a great series of Imagine tutorials, then PC 
Format - which ends in July 95 issue. Imagine 
users are suckers for tips/techniques/cool 
effects. Can we have a series on Imagine in AS, 
please? Possibly sourced from the Internet. I've 
seen some great tips on this Website: 

http : //vww. webs harx.Gom:80/~kin6a/tips/newti 

ps.html 

o) Amiga graphic books: Would it be possible to 

compile all the graphic/3D- related tutorials that 

appear in Amiga magazines (including stuff like 




Accent On Graphics) into one handbook, so 
that you don't need to search through stacks of 
magazines to look for the tips you want? 
d) Amiga hardware/software developers: To 
have articles on them, interview/present 
products/products under development etc... 

Henry Chong Ctiung Wai 
Malaysia, E-mail 

You'll be pleased to hear that Babylon 5 creator 
Mojo from Foundation Imaging is back with 
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his 3D tutorial on page 60. This month he 
explains how they make the Babylon 5 nebulas 
look so good. 

Bruce Smith Books may have some Amiga 
graphics books, give them a call on ■a 01923 
894355. I wilt certainly pass your graphic book 
idea on to our books department, but it would 
be a much better idea to start a project like that 
from scratch - to make sure all aspects of 
Amiga graphics were covered. 

As for Amiga software and hardware 
developers, we are planning to have an 
interview with industry figures or companies in 
every issue from now on - turn to page 75 to 
find out what ex-Commodore MD David 
Pleasance is doing now! 

PC hassle 

What a laugh I had yesterday {8/1 1 /95). A 
friend of mine phoned me up and asked rf I 
wanted to see his demo of Galligari's True Space 
on his PC P75. OK, I says, Then he mentioned 
that he couldn't use his copy of Imagine, 
because the mouse didn't work when he ran it 
under win doze. 

Look of puzzlement on my face. 
1 said, 'How do you mean?' 
He explained that he needed a mouse driver 
for his IBM mouse, in order for it to run. He said 
that Imagine has to be run from DOS and not 
from Windoze, because that's the type of 
application it is. He tried to launch it from DOS 
but no joy. Look of puzzlement on my face. 

OK, I says. But this got me thinking. I come 
from a programming background and as a 
result, if I'm posed with a problem, my instincts 
are to try and solve it. I'm by no means a PC 
aficionado or lover of, but on hearing this I 
delved into my Windoze and MS-DOS users 
guide (pretty well written) to find a solution. 

It gave me a possible solution to the 
problem and opened my eyes to the waste (both 
financial and chronological), that the OS 
presents the user, I can appreciate that Piece 
Seize want to make their systems as open as 
possible, but damn, what a bloody waste of time 
a lot of it is. Imagine, a program that cannot be 
used under a WIMPS environment with a 
mouse, but can under DOS, if you have the 
appropriate driver for the various devices. 

For me this is too much hassle. I enjoy 
solving problems, yes, but not when I have 
something to do and to cap it off the possible 
solution didn't work. Which for me was a bit 
upsetting because I use Imagine on my Amiga 
and wanted to use it on a P75 to see how 
fast it was. 

My friend is an ex-Amiga user, who was 
lured to the other side by Doomalitis on a 486. 
But then he's someone who plays a lot of 
games, which speaks for itself. He is very 
power hungry, fast chip, fast CD-ROM drive, 
fast graphics board, etc, but no thought on 
efficiency in program and engineering design. 
He and 1 always have debates about Amiga 
vs PC and it saddens me to think that he 
cannot see anything positive about the Amiga. 
He just played too many games I suppose. 
In his eyes the PC is second to none. Shame 
he can't use any program for his machine he 
wants though. 
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How to contact us 



Write in io Talking Shop and 
you could win yourself some 
cash. The Star letter of the 
montti receives £25. 

So, put pen to paper and 
send your letters in to: 
Talking Shop, Amiga Shopper, 
Future Publishing, 30 Monmoutii St, 
Bath, Avon BA1 2BW. 
Alternatively, E-mail your letters to: 
am5hopper@cix.compuUnk.co.uk 
sgrant@futureriet.co.uk 
All the letters received at these addresses 
will tie considered for publication, unless 
you specifically advise us otherwise. 




God bless the Amiga. PC parts may be 
cheaper but you get what you pay for. 

Paul Sheran 
E-mail 

Well, as I said before the Amiga is still 
unrivalled as a serious home computer. It's a 
shame your pal spent all that money just to play 
games on his PC, Maybe he should have 
invested in a PlayStation instead! 

Risc^ business 

I would really like to see a series of articles on 
object-oriented programming on the Amiga, 
either using C-l-t- or one of the other object 
oriented languages available on the Amiga, e.g. 
Amiga E or Oberon. 

Thank you very much for printing a letter of 
mine earlier in the year, just after Escom's 
purchase of the Amiga and all its wrappings, 
which stated my concern over a PC 
manufacturer buying our beloved computer. You 
put me in my place and now I can see - rightly 
so. I was concerned that Escom had not stated 
any plans for the Amiga and came in at the last 
minute and pinched it from under the noses of 
Commodore UK. Now I can see that AT has firm 
plans to develop the Amiga and with the 
announcement of the new RISC Amiga this is 
becoming an exciting market again. One last 
thing, will you be reviewing the new AT monitor? 

Matt Sergeant 
E-mail 

We always welcome suggestions from readers 
and yours will be considered for future issues. 
Please keep your ideas flowing in - it helps us 
to know what you want to see featured in your 
favourite serious Amiga magazine! 

The new Amiga Technologies monitor is 
reviewed in this very issue - turn to page 41. 

Escom or not Escom? 

Perhaps I am too late for your Christmas issue 
of Amiga Shopper but, reference December 
1 995 issue of AS, today I was informed by the 
Escom shop in Eastbourne, Sussex, contrary to 
your news item, that they will have Amigas in 
their shops in time for Christmas. Previously, 
they had been told they would have them during 
September 1 995. 

John J. Last 
Pevensey Bay, East Sussex 
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Well, John, we report the facts as and when we 
are told them. When we were putting together 
the November issue Amiga Technoiogies 
assured as thai Amigas would be sold through 
Escom shops, then when our December issue 
was going to press AT decided that they were 
not putting the machines in the Escom stores. 
However, as reported in our Christmas issue, 
A 1200s are now available from Escom outlets 
nationwide! Which can only be a good thing. 

A question of price? 

Jonathan McBrien has a lot of good points in his 
letter {AS 5 6). When the company that bought 
out the Amiga is selling a P75, 8Mb RAM and 
850M HD for under £1,000, we have to ask 
why they are asking £400 for a four-year-old 
(technology- wise) Amiga. Are they just trying to 
make their money back, or get rid of unwanted 
parts before upgrading? Is this limited run of the 
old models a way of finding out how committed 
the Amiga market base is? 

The price may be inflated to make back 
what they spent before taking the Amiga 
anywhere. If so (I hope), the prices will be a little 
more reasonable on any newer models. A sellout 
would also show Amiga Technologies how 
unwise it would be to abandon the Amiga, which 
may be an option Escom is still considering. The 
buyout was for the Commodore name, not for 
the technology. 

I have an A1 200 and am ecstatic at how 
easy it is to use. Will i buy the nert generation 
when it hits the shops? If it's RISC, in a 
heartbeat. Otherwise, it depends on what has 
been changed /improved. 

In the long run, the Amiga hasn't bit the dust 
unless we, its users, give up on it. Lack of variety 
(software) is said to be one of its downfalls. I 
hope a few of the programmers out there get 
the hint and stop programming mouse blankers, 
clocks and other assorted screen enhancements 
long enough to fill in a few of the gaps. 

Andrew B. Hall 

We have already reported that a RISC-based 
Amiga is on its way. In fact, Petro 
Tyschtschenko announced his commitment to 
the project to the world at the Video Toaster 
Expo held in Los Angeles recently. Turn to our 
news pages for more on Amiga developments. 
There are plenty of new programs being written 
by enthusiastic and talented programmers for 
the Amiga - you just have to look at our Public 
Domain section (and Coirerdisks) to see that! 

Pat on the back 

Now that the Amiga is finally available again, 
complete with an excellent software bundle, 
wouldn't it be a welcome pat on the back and a 
good gesture of thanks from Escom and the 
software houses involved to make the bundled 
software available separately as a reward to the 
Amiga users who stuck it through the dark 
months when all around were losing their heads 
and jumping ship? 

The software bundle represents some of the 
best Amiga software available, and would 
encourage users to move on to better things 
and make more serious use of their Amigas 
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were Escom to release the bundle separately. If 
released at a price of around £30-£50 this 
package would represent a very good deal and 
be a suitable incentive to stick with the Amiga. 
Part of the reason for the Amiga's comatose 
period was the refusal of some A500 owners to 
upgrade from WB1 .3 to an A1 200 or newer 
system software. 

I use my Amiga for productivity reasons, but 
can't always afford newer software: my current 
Amiga budget will be for an 030 and extra RAM. 
After all, I can't really make most use of my 
A1200 with only 2Mb, but with more povver I 
can make use of the excellent applications 
available and will stick with the Amiga because 
it can do it. Escom 's market is mainly in 
hardware, give the users a helping hand with the 
software, and more money can be spent on 
"officially licenced" upgrades, etc. 

So Escom (and the rest), reward those loyal 
(and cliched) users and I'm sure that the Amiga 
can go from strength to strength. 

David Marsh, 
E-mail 

It is not really worth releasing the pacf<. software 
separately to the machines because Digita are 
releasing newer versions of all their software 
that's bundled with the Amiga Magic pack: 
Wordworth 4SE is a special version of the 
software produced exclusively for the pack, 
while Wordworth 5 is the latest version and 
includes many more new features. It will be 
available very soon; the new Organiser 2 is 
ready and is reviewed on page 44, while 
Dataslore 2 and Money Matters 4 will be 
available soon too. In fad, we have a special 
time-limited version of the new Money Matters 
on our Coverdisk next month! 



Surprise, surprise! 

Initially, I couldn't believe my eyes when I found 
my name among the winners of the Aiwa 
competition. When the package arrived this 
morning I immediately installed everything and a 
few seconds later I couldn't believe my ears. 



Advertisers' index 




Ttiese Aiwa SC-CS5 multimedia speakers were 
given away in our October competition. 

What a sound 1 1 1! It's indeed an excellent set of 
speakers and the sound is superb. It's a real 
pleasure. Thanks a lot Amiga Shopper. 

Anne Weyens 
Belgium, E-mail 

You're welcome, Anne, We hope to run at least 
one competition in every issue of Amiga 
Shopper. The competition this month is to win 
the publishing program of your choice and it , 
can be found on page 68. All you have to do is 
design a cover The winner gets to choose 
between four of the best publishing programs 
on the Amiga, including the new Wordworth 5! 



Biitz BASIC 2 

I'm studying technical physics (civil engineer- 
education) at Chalmers University of Technology 
in Gothenburg (Sweden). I'm really interested in 
buying Blitz BASIC 2 for my Amiga 500. Do you 
know where I can buy it and how much it costs? 
Martin Johansson 
E-mail 

Try Guildhall Leisure on ^ 01302 890000. 
(They have a new version of Blitz coming out 
soon called ABC (Acid Blitz Compiler). ■ 
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^£y ^ GREAT TRACKS A ^^^ 

^^^ <^ Inspired by Amiga. Recorded with Amiga. ■<^ ^m^ M 
^^^ \/ Written and produced by Amiga people. v^ ^^^k 
^^# (j If you love Amiga you will love this! -f^ ^^^ 

% ^ LIVING ON THE BREAD LINE • I DON'T WANT TO LOSE YOU ^ -^ 

PRISONER OF PASSION • ROSES • EVERBODTS GIRLFRIEND BLUES 
^ LAY DOWN YOUR ARMS • PARA MI AMIGA (HOMAGE TO JAY MINER) |_g 

DON'T LET ME FALL • GET IN QUICK • LAY YOU DOWN • INFINITY 
B CRAZY LIKE THE WIND • FIESTA AFTER THE SIESTA • FEELS LIKE DREAMIN ® 


■ 

'.-?j- 
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CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 

0181 573 5614 

SEND POSTAL OHDEHS TO: 

^^Everybody's Girlfriend" 

Tangent Music, Dial House, Unit 6, 

Peter James Business Cencre, 

Pump Lane. Ha/es. Middlesex UB3 3NT 


COMPACT DISC CASSETTE 

Post&Sei/p^kasIng U.K £1 .49 Rest af the World £ 1 .99 

FILL IN THE COUPON. WITH CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER 
PAYABLE TO TANGENT MLlSIC 


MAIL ORDER FORM 

Please nisK mc copies of "Evcrybod/s Girlfriend" 

One Compact Disc ^J Cassecie [_J Aiwii,vi=ii™T 

Name 

Address 

Postcode .,r,.,-— 




Enclose chcquc/posual Order fdr \L \ 














INCLUDES 



• Professional Page 4.1 

• Reformatted Manualnowjnja- 
Jiandy-ring^atfrder'^ 

• Tutorial book written by Larry 
Hickmott showing you how to 
create many types of 
documents using ProPage. 

• 3 disks of CGFonts upon 
receipt of registration card. 

• 3 of the iatest Issues of Em, 
the only Amiga DTP Magazine 



EXCLUSIVE!! , 

ProPage© is licensed from Gold Disk exdaslvety by LH Publishing 

...put some magic Into 
your pages with tiie 

professional's 
publishing pactcage... 



Prefessf oficif Page 4. 1 

...the sam^ program as used by LH Publishing to create Future Publishing's "The Wordworth Companion" 

other publishing products from LH Publishing "^::^::"iZo^'£^°"""' 



• Em magazine: Subscribe from £6.88 

• ProDraw 3 iUlanuals: £12.00 

• Studio 2 Professionai £49.95 

• Don's Genies {Pro Page/Pro Draw) E3.50 



LH Publlshinc 

13Gairloch Ave 
3letchley WIK2 3D - 
Tel:01908 370-23r 
Fax:01908 640-37 



I Got the program? Then buy the book... 

'Step-By-Step with ProPage" £14.99 
I • NEW! Image Studio + lUlanual £5.99 
• Wordworth Companion £14.99 



ProPage is broughJ46-yoo-by"'Era magazine, your place to turn to tor the latest on dtp. NBiProPage requires 3Mb memory & Hard Drive, 



7776 essential magazine for Amiga enthusiasts 




Next month 




Perfect print 

part 2! 



There have been 
several important 
developments since we 
ran our printers 
Supertest in issue 51, 
for example the Canon 
BJC-600e which we 
thought so highly of 
has been superseded 
by a new, even higher 



quality colour printer. 
So, to keep you in tune 
with the printer world, 
we have another huge 
Supertest. This time 
we've included laser 
and dot matrix printers 
too. If you don't read 
this, you won't know 
what to buy! 



Reserve your 
copy today! 

Remember that the easiest way to ensure 
that you get hold of a copy of the February 
1996 uisue of Amiga Shopper is to reserve 
yourself a copy at your loc£il newsagents. 

It'^ simple - cut out this form (or 
photocopy it), hand it in to your 
newsagent, and you're laughing. 

Dear Newsagent, 

Please reserve/deliver a copy of Amiga Shopper 
magazine eacii month. 



Name.. 



Address- 



Phone no _ „^ „ „ „ „ 

To the newsagent; Amiga Shopper Is publlslied by 
Future Publishing « 01225 442244. 



Matters 4 



>- ^ 



We have a real treat for you next month, Digfta have 
given us a time-limited, full version of their brand new 
release, Money Matters 4. Money Matters is a finance 
manager and is an excellent way of keeping your finances in 
order. This latest version novif includes a currency convertor 
and a loan predictor and it can share information with 
Datastore, TurboCalc and Wordworth. 

Amiga Shopper's Coverdisk version of Money 
Matters 4 will have a three-month lifespan, which 
should give you plenty of time to play about with it. 

Plus, we have another batch of top-quality 
programs and utilities crammed on to the rest 
of our Coverdisks. 



And there's more... 



V 



Imagine has long been the acknowledged king 
of 3D animation programs in the UK, but now it 
has a serious rival. Maxon Cinema 4D is the 
favourite 3D program in Germany and it has 
finally been produced for the UK market. We 
have a head-to-head review of the new version 4 
of Imagine and Cinema 4D next month. 



We have plenty of other reviews planned 
for our February issue too. Then there are our 
tutorials: 3D, AMOS, DTP and Comms. Plus we 
have the biggest and best Public Domain section 
ever. And if you're having problems with your 
Amiga, our experts are here to help in Amiga 
Answers. And that's not all! 



February issue 59. On sale Thursday, 1 1th January 



"If you print without it, you have oniy yourself to hiame!"* 

'Review in Gennaii "Amiga Plus" Magaziiie Sec QS 

TURBOP 



Pf^o^e^mnai 



Our enhanced printer driver system iias now 




better! 



Outstanding: TurboPrint will not only output 24 bit-graphics directly from your floppy or hard drive in the highest 
quality possible, but will also print from applications like Personal Paint, Deluxe Paint or Brilliance with the full 
colour palette available with AGA-graphics chipset. Although utilising the standard Workbench printer interface, 
printout will not be limited to the usual 4096 colours. 



Perfect printouts from day one: 

TurboPrint combines ease of use with unparalleled 
output quality. Simply choose your printer, and go: 
With our brand new intelligent printer drivers you'll 
get fantastic results straight away. 

IVIatching colours: With the new high-speed "True 

Match" colour management system up to 16 million 

colours are closely represented by the printout. 

Various settings, like brightness, contrast, colours, and 
many more, allow for individual configuration. 
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The Print Manager showing the Ljyout function 

Improved Graphics Print Manager: 

Our integrated multi-format print and display utility has 
been considerably improved. New functions include 
support for JPEG, BMP, IFF DEEP ILBM, and many more. 
Any picture up to 16 million colours may be displayed 
either in true colour (with CybergraphX on third party 
graphics cards) or dithered with up to 256 (AGA) or 16 
colours. 

The new Layout function allows for precise mouse- 
controlled selection of printout size and position. 

No need for test printouts: The Graphics Print 
Manager will allow the user to control the results of all 
changes made to the print parameters (Brightness, 
Gamma Correction, etc.) directly on-screen before 

printing. 
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The Preferences Menu with 7 "Index-Cards" 

Easy to use: 

/Intuitive and clearly arranged preferences menu. 
Style guide compliant. May be hotkey-activated at 
any time. 

/ Hard copy function for fast printing of screens, 

/ Poster function for oversized printouts. 

/ Compatible to your existing Amiga software: No 
difference in printing, except new levels of quality. 

/ Will run on every Amiga model with Workbench 2.0 
or higher 

/ Supports even the latest printer models, such as 
Canon 610, Epson Stylus Pro/Color 1 1/1 Is, HP 660/850. 

Press Reviews about TP Pro 4 - "Best Choice" 

"TPrint 4 is the new leader in every respect. It is 
simply the best choice" 

Amiga Special 9/95 

"Hard copies with cutout-function, poster printing, a 
comprehensive manual and lots of improvements form 
an outstanding printer driver system" 
Amiga Plus 8/95 

'The already impressive print results have been further 
improved, with the new True Match system playing an 
important role. Handling could not be much easier." 
Amiga Magazin 9/95 

RSCOMMENPSn RBTAIL PRICE £49,99 

Ask for TurboPrint at your local oomputer store, or contact 



If IrseeSoft 

Meinrad-Spief^-Platz 2 
D-87660 Irsee, Germany 
Tel: +49 (0)8341-74327 
Fax: +49 (0)8341-12042 



mimm 



PO Box 490, Dartlord, 
Kent, 0A1 2UH, England 
Tel: 01 322-272908 
Fax:01322-281311 



Dealer enquiries are welcomel 



Shopperdisks 



^^^ deUceniwave graphic 

^r game creal.or system 



ShopperChoice 

/f 's the choice for the new generation of Amiga users: 
the ShopperChoice disk has it all. 

TechnicalZone 

A full dozen CLI programs this month, with ones to enhance the power of your 
assigns, tal<e control of your requesters, log your boot-ups and lots more. 

UtilityZone 

There are four utilities here. FastView II is a brilliant update that makes viewing: 
pictures quicker than ever before. Noisome turns your Amiga into a chatterbox, 
wliile the tiny WBExtender is one of the best utilities for /onks - it transforms 
your WB titlebar. Plus! XList offers a comprehensive list of tiles and their status. 

ProgrammingZone 

The code Tor the AMOS tutorial and T.I.M.E., an amazing level editor for game 
programmers that has been used to create levels for games such as 5W0S! 

Great iveZone 

Six utilities for musicians lo help play and rip modules from memory. 

Inform at ionZone 

Updated every month, the best guides to PD Houses and User Groups 



ApplicationZone 



Remdate II 

A Star buy last month and now here 

in its entirety, Remdate II is more 

than just an electronic diary. It is a 

full personal organiser that can even 

help you learn a little history! 
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Browser II 

Getting a blinding 95 per cent in 
Internet Select last month, this file 
manager takes the DOpus 5 route and 
adds power to your Workbench. 



Gosh! There's a lot on offer on this month's Coverdisks. A full 
database from OTM, a Licenceware demo, two applications 
given Star buys last month, and more - 5!\/lb of top stuff! 

PowerBase 3.4 



To tie in with our comprehensive 
Business Supertest in this issue (see 
page 28), we have the full version of 
OTM's excellent database program, 
PowerBase 3.4, on Coverdisk 1. 

The beauty of PowerBase 3.4 is that 
it can be configured for almost any 
situation: you can enter, save and 
retrieve data and then send it to a 
printer for a hard copy if you wish. You 
can even include graphic files and then 
password -protect the informatiorj. 
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GrAC2 



This is a fully usable demo of the 
Licenceware game creation system 
from F1 Licenceware. It allows even 
those with no programming knowledge 
to create point and click games like 
Monkey Island. There's a full tutorial 
room and the player to allow you to try 
out any room you create yourself. All 
you need to create your own rooms is 
a simple paint package like Deluxe 
Paint. Serious fun. 



SDZone 



Attention RealSD users! Did you get the full 

version of Real3D Classic from our sister 

magazine Amiga Format, but find that you 

could! do with some prepared scenes? Here 

are two complete scenes to help you get the 

most from that amazing package. 
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